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German GP: Pryce’s first championship point 


Lairs jor Bears 


This is Lord Hesketh’s latest acquisition, the Hesketh Racing 
Fl motorhome. 


His Lordship asked us to supply a suitable vehicle “Not too 
small”, he said, “but nothing too large or opulent. Modesty 
should be the key note”, he said. 
no luxuries at all, nothing but the bare essentials of life 
added. 


So we did just as he requested. First, we chose the most suit 
able vehicle from our range, the GMC seem tofit the billideally, 
not too big, not too small. Beautiful but restrained styling, 
excellent acceleration and an adequate top speed (about 
120 mph, no point in overdoing it). A self-levelling air suspen 
sion that gives a ride so quiet you could hear the clock tick 
{so we changed the clock for an electric one) and perfect for 
Correcting the slope in the paddock at Brands. 


The GMC was obviously the right choice. All that was left 
now was to add the ‘Hesketh Bear’ livery to the side of the 
vehicle and equip it with the ‘bare essentials of life’ 


First we added tinted windows (privacy is @ must). Then air 
conditioning and central heating and six sleeping berths 
(mere creature comforts). A kitchen with a microwave oven, 
refrigerator and deep freeze (one must eat). Wine racks 
holding 100 bottles of Dom Perignon (who said bears only 
like honey). An ice making machine with which to cool it and 
‘an oxygen resuscitator unit to help recover from it. A stereo 
unit, colour TV and a video cassette recorder to amuse the 
guests. A bathroom, a shower and a toilet (essentials surely?) 
andaPA system for calling to the team (Fl engines are so noisy). 


We were just going to add a few luxuries when we remem. 
bered the good Lord's instructions. “Just the bear essentials!” 


The GMC is just one of our range of luxury motor homes 
£8,000 to £30,000 — off the peg or made to measure. 


The range include the Travco (John Player Team Lotus), the 
FMC (Parnelli Jones), the Revcon (Embassy Racing), the 
GMC (Hesketh Racing), the Rectrans Discoverer (John Player 
Norton), the Executive (John Wayne and Bob Hope) the 
Coachman and the Avco (we wouldn't dare tell you who 
has those). 


For more mouth watering information contact Tony Sinclair 


General Motor Homes 


PO Box 11, Ruislip, Middx Tel Ruislip 76585 


The superb ‘Travco' support vehicle that we supplied for John Player 
Team Lotus and the impressive Embassy Racing Revcon Motor Home 
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Running this week at Olympia in London is the Great Castrol Motoring 
inza. Among the many exhibits are Jimmy Clark's all 
conquering 1963 Champlonship winning Lotus 25-Coventry Climax and 


Jackie Stewart's more recent Tyrrell 006/2 
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How wet is wet? 


The tricky question of wet weather racing reared its head 
at Silverstone last Sunday during the BRSCC Midland 
Centre's race meeting. From the earliest hours of the morning 
the rain fell incessantly and very hard, Practice was delayed 
in the hope that conditions would improve—they did margi- 
nally and the saloon cars were allowed to practise. The 
Formula Fords did not after an inspection of the circuit with 
the Clerk of the Course and a meeting of the drivers involved. 

This was a great disappointment to all concerned, drivers, 
entrants, organisers, promoters and the big crowd. But the 
decision, which was very difficult to make, was undoubtedly 
the correct one. At the time the circuit was completely awash 
and to let loose 30 or so cars at any one time would have been 
asking for trouble. Quite wisely the Clerk of the Course 
decided that the cars should not run, It is he who receives 
the criticism but, putting it frankly, it would also be he who 
would have to explain why the cars were allowed out in 
such conditions at an inquest. It is an unenviable task with 
very little thanks; this time it was a brave decision which 
should be appreciated by all despite the disappointment that 
it caused. In fact to have had any racing at all in those 
conditions was only just short of a miracle. 

Another fact which emerged from the meeting on Sunday 
was the growing popularity of Super Saloon racing. We have 
had special saloons for many years now but in the past year 
or so with the rumours of an International championship for 
Silhouette cars—which is basically what Super Saloons are 
all about—there has been a rapid increase in the number of 
big saloons fitted with 5-litre plus stock block engines or 
highly tuned racing engines. One cynic actually came up with 
the fact that there were more saloon cars entered with F5000 
engines in saloons last Sunday than there would have been 
in F5000 cars had the original main race not been cancelled. 

Although the whole meeting at Silverstone was ruined by 
the weather, the attraction of this kind of racing is undoubted 
—a vast crowd turned up as it was and there was little doubt, 
from their reaction to the Super Saloons, as to what they 
had come to see. We may have lost G2 but given somewhere 
near reasonable weather conditions we certainly have got a 
worthy replacement. More please. 


Rolling Starts 


The start of the German Grand Prix last Sunday provided 
the sixth start line or first corner accident in F1 this year 
out of eleven races. This is a disgracefully high percentage 
and something that ought to be stopped. We already have 
the compulsory two by two grid which should alleviate the 
problem but obviously does not. The case for a rolling start 
for Fl is now stronger than ever—it would be a shame as 
the sight of up to 30 FI cars leaving the grid is unequalled 
in motor racing—but if those well known grid creepers and 
weavers cannot be curbed then a change of regulations will 
have to be sought, 


our cover picture 


With Ferrari, Tyrrell and JPS taking the leading positions at the 
German GP iast weekend as is their wont, one of the most pleasing 
aspects of the race was Tom Pryce’s sterling drive to sixth place in 
his UOP Shadow, which earned him his first championship point. Pete 
Lyons’ report starts on page 12. 


Pit and Paddock 


edited by Chris Witty 


Mass quits Surtees | Hailwood progress 


Despite Jochen Mass earn: A Ford press release which also 


ing. the Jo. Siffert Prix arrived on Tuesday morning 
Rouge Blanc for his _ stated that Mass, who is a works 
sterling drive in the German contracted driver, “flies to 
Grand Prix at Nurburgring last America this week to negotiate 
Sunday in the works Surtees with make a contract 


Roger 


‘ i 


a 


Mass—" personal problems. Surtees — lost another. 


16, it was the last race the for the US and Canadian GPs, 
talented German ace would be and if the Penske car is com: 
doing for the <eam. As s00n as petitive he will join the team 
the race finished, the news spread for 1975,"" We mentioned this to 
that Mass had’ left the team, | Mass who said chat at the 


When we spoke to Jochen on moment, he wasn’t about to fly 
Tuesday morning, he stated that (0 the States and that with 
“I decided after Brands Hatch regard to the Penske deal, “it's 
that the German GP would be about fifty/fity at the moment 
my last race for the team.” He but nothing's settled.” He had 
added "I'd like to make it clear had others offers and naturally 


that I didn't leave to 
other team, ik was a 


an was considering 


every avenue open to him. 
matter, It's nothing Would he be driving @ Grand 
the car which I really think c Prix car in Austria at the end 
be made to work.” His perform- of next week? “I don't really 


fance at the "Ring underlines this. know 


oe 


The Ferrari team appeared at the German GP with yet anot 
rear wing arrangement. Unlike at Zandvoort, the V 
leading edge and, us can be seen from the ph 
section Is ruised. New front end treatment was tried on one of the 
Surtees TSi6s (below) at the German GP. Neither Derek Bell (seen 
here) nor Jochen Mass liked it at all, both preferring the earlier full: 
Width shovel snouts 


yeraph, the centre 


Mike Hailwood and Howden Gan. 
ley, both of whom suffered leg 
injuries in separate accidents at 
the NOrburgring last weekend, 
will be out of action for at least 
2 month. However, good news is 
that they were sitting up cheer- 

ly on Monday morning in the 
room which the krankenhaus 
Adenau had thoughtfully ar. 
ranged for them to share 

‘The International Grand Prix 
Medical Service quickly organ. 
ised their return to England, 
where specialist medical atten: 
tion has been arranged for the 
Unfortunate two 


bs — offered xervices 
The more seriously Injured is 
Hailwood, who has damaged 


both ankies and. sustained frac 
tures to the calf and knee of 
his right leg. The knee injury 
looks like being a long job, and 
Mike underwent” an operation 
this week to have it pinned at 
St Thomas’, the London 
racing hospital.” Ni 
McLaren Director Phil Kerr has 
set the Canadian GP in late 
September as a target for Hail 
wood's return to. the Yardley 
McLaren fold. Meanwhile, Kerr 
says that Yardley will definitely 
be represented at the Austrian 
GP. He is considering McLaren's 
two USAC stars, Johnny Ruther- 
ford and David Hobbs, as pos- 
sible candidates for the seat. 
This is the first serious car 
racing accident for Hailwood, “I 


broke a collar bone and an ankle 
when I was motor cycling,” he 
said, "but never anything as bad 
as this.” The Yardleymac veered 


_ 


Haltwood — unlucky, 


off course at the Pflanzgarten 
“jumping place" while being 
chased by the JPS of Ronnie 


Peterson, who could add nothing 
to Mike's account of the high 
speed accident 

Tt was Mike's second shunt of 
the weekend (he crashed his 
spare car in an equally disastrous 
shunt on Friday), but _ he 
was full of praise for the Mc- 
Laren’s sturdy construction. 

Ganley seemed less perplexed 
about his accident, which took 
place after less than a mile of 
his first full lap of the ‘Ring at 
the wheel of the Maki F101, “I 
had several | rear suspension 
failures when I was with BRM," 
he said, “and this felt like a 
repeat.” Maki Engineering were 
Unable to locate. any possible 
cause of the accident in Germany, 
but they propose to submit the 
car for a full technical examina 
tion on its return to England. 

Howden's broken ankles are 
expected to be sufficiently healed 
for him to be using walking casts 
within a few weeks. Maki have 
several spare chassis available, 
and they also. have Japanese 
unknown driver Shaw Hayami 
available to take over until Gan- 
ley is @t again. 


Ford score again 


Ford enjoyed a highly successful 
saloon car weekend in the sup- 
porting events to the German 
GP, scoring first and second in 
doth touring car races. 

‘On Saturday, Dieter Glemser 
took the Zakspeed 2-litre Escort 
RS to an easy win, despite a last 
minute ignition box failure that 
had to be repaired by wiring a 
new unit as the Escort sat on the 
grid. Hans Heyer took the other 
Zakspeed Escort into a strong 
second place ahead of Jorg Ober- 
moser’s BMW 2002, Glemser’s win 
puts him back on equal terms 
‘with Obermoser in their chase for 


the German Touring Car Champ- 
ionship, both having 82 points 
after five rounds. 

By virtue of finishing second to 
Rolf Stommelen’s works 3.4-litre 
Capri RS3100 in the over 2-litre 
race, Klaus Ludwig, in his ex- 
works RS2600, kept up his chase 
of Glemser and Obermoser and 
now lies only four points behind 
them, 

‘Stommelen's win in the Sunday 
race was made all the easier when 
John Fitzpatrick's leading Porsche 
Carrera was caught out by a 
sudden downpour on the second 
tap. 
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G5 future discussed 


Last Friday ac the Nurburgring, 
a “working party” meeting was 
called between various sports 

manufactures and the BPICA 
to discuss the future of world 
championship sports car racing 
for next year. Representing the 
BPICA on behalf of the FIA were 
Alex von Korft and Peter 
Schmidt while supporting the 
manufacturers. were Beroard 


Mosley — interested. party 


Boyer (Matra), Carlo Chiti (Alfa 
Romeo), Luca Montezemolo 
(Ferrari), John Horsman (Gulf), 
Bill Brown (Cosworth — Ena). 
Derek Ongaro (Lola) and Max 
Mosley (March), Both Ongaro, 
Brown and Horsman were also 
‘speaking on behalf of the ACCM 
(Association of Competition Car 
Manufacturers), of which Ongaro 
Iw the body's secretary. 

The meeting took the form of 
f@ general discussion on what the 
CSI should do when interpreting 
the new rulings for sports car 
racing next year. As already fore: 
cast, the championship it 
stands will now cater for S-litre 
pure racing engines and 5-litre 
stock-block units which will make 
fe considerably cheaper in some 
respects, Unfortunately, although 


the PICA stated that the CSI 
have already commited them- 
selves into running this 3/5-litre 
emula, the represen-atives from 
Matra, Alfa and Ferrari all 
expressed their disenchantment 
with this decision. Matra appar- 
ently were the worst offenders 
and as one 
they were the fly inte 
ment." k looked as if Matra 
weren't interested at all, unless 
they could write the rules to 
their advantage. One spokesman 
brought up the point that sports 
car racing this year had been 
particularly bad, of which both 


Chiti — defending Alfa 


Ferrari and Alfa agreed. Matra 
did. not. 

However, the general climate 
f the meeting Was favourable 
and the points discussed will go 
forward ¢0 a proper meeting with 
the CSI at Milan in September 
when the final rules will bi 
drawn up. This Is the first time 
that any governing body ha: 

ually invited members of the 
manufacturers to. discuss the 
future of a new caergory which 
in itself, Is a step in the righi 
direction. 


Sutcliffe loses drive 


Andy Sutcliffe is without a drive 
‘once more due to a lack of 
sponsorshi 

‘This was announced this week 
by rian Lewis Racing, who 
have entered and prepared his 
ex-Jarier F2 March-BMW this 
year, The statement sald: “ Brian 
Lewis Racing, having run their 
F2 car completely without spon: 
sorship find that, due to the 
Present state of 'F2, they are 
Unable to continue ‘with Andy 
Sutcliffe until a suitable sponsor 
ean be found. For the moment 
the car is available as a rent-a 
drive deal. At the forthcoming 
race at Karlskoga the Swedish 
F3 ace Gunnar Nilsson will be 
at the wheel 

Works test driver Brian 
Henton tested and set up the car 
at Silverstone last’ week before 
Nilsson tested it and he proved 
to be fairly rapid, Plans for 
rest of the year are fluid at the 
moment but it is possible that 
Vittorio Brambilla will make his 
first F2 appearance of the vear in 


AUTOSPORT, AUGUST 8, 1974 


liffe—out of a drive. 
it at Enna 
For Sutcliffe this is a bitter 
blow. After leaving GRD two 
years ago he struggled in various 
F3 cars before Brian Lewis gave 
his. chance this. year 
ugh he has been unable « 


Strong third 


Announced this week is this incredible Super Saloon Capri It that wil 
be driven by Dave Brodie and Jonathan Buncombe. The car features 
torsion bar suspension both front and rear and completely detachable ex 
terior bodywork to allow swift access to all major mechanical compo: 


nents. Th 


car is pow 


ed at the moment by an Essex-block J, 


ere 


330 bhp V6 engine but larger units are envisaged. The car has been 
built up by Chas Beattie and will see the return to racing of Brodie 


who was s0 badly injured in the famous saloon car shunt af lant 


British GP 


McLaren 
sports car? 


expressing interest in the 
he proposed 3-litre/5- 
tock block sports car cham- 
stined 0 take effect 
year was McLaren's 
Does this mean 


Mayer —stock-block fan? 
fh CanAm changing to 
McLaren Cars 
have a resurgence of interest 
in sports car racing using stock 
block Chevrolet V8 engines? Un- 
fortunately Teddy Mayer was un. 
available for comment earlier this 
week as he was on holiday. 


Ferrari 
boycott ? 


Luca Montezemolo, team manager 
of the Ferrari team, cold us at 
the Nurburgring that he would 
still be taking the Niki Lauda, 
Brands pit lane incident to the 
FIA, “probably this week,” des: 
pite the RAC's rejection of the 
team's appeal. However, in an 
interview with the BBC's Murray 
Walker on Saturday, Montezemolo 
said that Ferrari’ were “con. 
templating” as to whether they 
would ever go to Brands Hatch 


R. King Farlow 


it is with great regret that we 
have to report the death last 
week of Roland King Farlow 

He was, for many years, the 
leading RAC timekeeper and a 
very popular official at major 
race meetings. His knowledge of 
motor sport was almost unsur- 
passed and he was a mine. of 
information to journalists and 
enthusiasts throughout the world 
and his presence will be sorely 
‘missed by all that knew him. 

To his wife and family and 
many friends Autosrort offers its 
deepest sympathy. 


ee 
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| LOMBARD NORTH CENTRAL 
, FORMULA 3 


ESSO UNIFLO SPECIAL SALOON 
CAR CHAMPIONSHIP 


ADULTS £1.00 


ADM 
_ RACES FEATURING CHILDREN 30p 
THOROUGHBRED 


SPORTS CARS 


AND HISTORIC _ 


Races 


SPORTS 
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NOW OFFERED IN 
BASIC KIT FORM: 


‘OUR FORD RALLYE 
‘SPORT SPECIALIST 


AN IMAGE FFI FORMULA FORD 


That you can build at home for just £495, A competitive car being brought 


MEXICOS, ESCORT RS2000s 


CAPRI RS 3100s 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 


Sport Centre 


OTTERSHAW MOTOR CO LTD 
OPEL MAIN DEALERS 


Full range of new cars available from stock. 


SPINNEY HILL (A319), 
ADDLESTONE, 
NR WEYBRIDGE, SURREY 
Tel: 01-719 2514/2326 


© THOUSANDS OF AVO PARTS & 
ACCESSORIES-OFF THE SHELF 
+ EXPERT SEAVICING BY FORD 


CARS (DUNSTABLE) LTD, ™AMEOME 


‘65 LONDON ROAD TELEPHONE 6781 s the place 


DUNSTABLE | orc vin pace 


SISISIIISILISIISSSLELISISLS SLES we 


SAPPLIITLLTLLLTELS INTL SLITS SELLS 


Come to Ireland for a racing holiday at the 


Motor Hooley 
Sept 7/8th Player's No. 6 Grand Prix, Phoenix Park 


1st Prize £1000 
Sept 14/15th Leinster Leader Trophy Races, Mondello Park 


Both are rounds of the John Player Formula Atlantic Championship. Supporting races for: Formula Ford, 
Supersports, Modsports, Modified Saloons, Group One and Vintage. 

Regs and further information from: Leinster MC, 82 Lower Camden Street, Dublin 2 

Irish Motor Racing Club, 15 South William Street, Dublin 2. 

Irish Tourist Office, 28 Cross Street, Manchester M2 3NH. Tel : 061-832 5981 
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Schuppan’s 917 drive 


‘The amicable Australian Vern 
Schuppan has fixed himself up 
with an Interserie drive for the 
rest of the year. The Ensign 
Grand Prix driver will be driving 


Schuppan — Porsche drive. 


the second Willi_Kauhsen. 
entered Porsche 917-10 turbo in 
the remaining four races on the 


Interserie calendar, starting at 
the tiny L.i-mile  Croix-en. 
Ternois. track near Arras in 


Northern France on August 18. 
Schuppan is due to go to the 
Weissach Porsche test track next 
Monday to try the car, which 
on Fittipaldi drove at the 
Interserle race at the 
Nurburgring and raved about 
Its the best racing car I've 
ever driven" quoth the ex-world 
champion. 

‘Schuppan's only _ Interserie 
drive was inthe works Alcan 
BRM P157/163 at the 'Ring back 
in 1971 when he only competed 
in practice. Although the future 
of Interserie racing is In doubt. 
the remaining rounds after Croix 
en-Ternols are NUrburgring (Sep- 
tember 8), Imola (September 15) 
and Casale (September 22). 


Depailler—predicted his time 


Optimistic F1 drivers 


The German Motoring magazine 
Auto Zeitung ran a very interest. 
ing and amusing competition i 
conjunction with last. Sunday's 
German Grand Prix. They asked 


all the competing Formula 1 
drivers to predict their practice 
time befor the official sessions 


started and the driver what came 
the nearest to achieving his pre 
dicted time would earn himself 
1000 DM (abou £200). 

‘The eventual winner was Pat, 
rick Depailler from Denny Hulme 
and Mike Hailwood. The Elf 
Tyrrell driver reckoned he would 
do a 7 m 07.7 5 and in fact 
improved ‘on this by OS s in 
official practice, Next up as lead- 
ing runners were the following, 
there predicted time is shown 
preceding their actual time: 


Hulme (7 m 06.9 5/7 m 
08.8 3); Hallwood (7 m 08.0 s/ 
7 m 10.1 5); Pryce (7 m 12.2 s/ 
7m 09.9 sy, Lauda ( m 
57.9 s/7 m 00.8 5); Regazzoni 
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Gm 06.3 
Scheckter (7m 07.8 5/7 m 
03.4 5s); Fittipaldi (6 m 58.0 
7m 02.3 s); and Hunt (7 m 
06.0 5/7 m 10. 


It’s interesting to note that 
Regazoni reckoned he'd be 0.1 5 
quicker than Lauda while Jean- 
Pierre Jarier was the most opti 
mistic of the lot in reckoning his 
UOP Shadow could get down to 
6 m 575 s, the fastest time 
predicted. Other drivers who 
Feckoned they could break the 7m 
barrier were Ronnie Peterson 
(6 m 590 5.) John Watson (6 m 
59.4 s) and Arturo Merzario (6 m 
59.1 5). Of these drivers who 
actually went faster then they 
thought were Depailler (08 5), 
Pryce @3 s) and Scheckter 
(4.1 5). The whole exercise typi- 
flies the character of a lot of the 
drivers and we would like to see 
the idea repeated more often. It 
makes interesting reading 


Tom Klauser's win moves him 


into the joint loud 


Atlantic Lola again 


American Tom Klausler com. 
pletely dominated the sixth and 
Penultimate round of the Player's 
Canadian Formula Atlantic cham: 
plonship as he scored an easy vic 
tory in bis Lola T360-Smith at 
he }.1-mile circuit through the 
Streets of St John’s, Newfound: 
land, on July 28. Klausler started 
from pole position and led. the 
whole 70 lap event, eventually 
pulling out 33s over second man, 
‘American SuperVee driver Howdy 
Holmes, at the finish, the latter 
in a Fred Opert Chevron B 
Hart 

This was the first time a Can: 
adian championship round had 
been held in Newfoundland. The 
cireuit used went around the pr 
Vinclal legislature on public rc 
in St John's, Armco was liber 
used to protect drivers and 5 
tators but kerbs, the mortal 
enemy of wheels and tyres, were 
in. full attendance. 

Soon after the start of qualify 
ing, Klausler annexed pole spot 
His best, a 47.15, easily out 
distanced the rest of the field 
Second quickest was Canadian 
Craig Hill, using the latest wrinkle 
wall English Goodyears to record 
247.43 in his Brabham BT40- 
Weldangrind. Next up and having 
his first Atlantic race was Howdy 


Holmes. Enjoying a break from 
the US SuperVee series he, too, 
recorded a 47.48 in his Chevron 


B27-Hart rented from Pred Ope 
Joining him.on row two was the 
Chevron B27-Nicholson of James 
King, lapping in 47.6 s. Another 
ex-patrict’ from. SuperVee wars, 
Jamaican Richard Melville also 
had an Opert car with Hart power 
lapping in 47.8 for Afth spot, 
just .0645 in front of Canadian 
Bruce Jensen's March 748-Hart 

‘On row four were former Cana. 
dian FF champ Gary Magwood 


and ex-CanAm man Bobby Brown. 
Magwood had a brand new Lola 
360-Hart which he rapidly came 


the first into the 48s turing a 
48.0. Rounding out the top 10 
where the Schweppes March 74B. 
Greatorex. of David Loring and 
Bill Brack’s STP-Crosty FAI74 
Hart, Loring’s best was a 48.35 
while Brack was 065 5 slower. 
‘The current points leader and de- 
fending series champ only did 
eight qualifying laps as he was 
suffering with severe driveshaft 
twisting with his Hewland Mk 
9 gearbox for the second meeting 
running. 

From the race start, Klausler 


easily opened a gap on the rest 
of the fleld, pulling out almost 3's 
flap in the opening stages of the 
race! Hill was up next holding 
ff Holmes, with King, Jensen, 
Magwood and Loring forming the 
next bunch, joined by Melville 
and Brown, Brack was. taking 


ings very easily, painfully aware 
of his 


‘driveshaft problem and 
to finish to. score the 
ints needed to stay on top 
{the championship, The battle 
had hardly begun to heat up when 
both Magwood and Brown 
dropped out. The Lola was first, 
the victim of a duff fuel pump on 
lap ‘eight and then Brown. fell 


fout to driveshaft Woes two laps 
later, 
Klausler opened his lead whil 


Hill had) second until lap 
when the gear shift lever on the 
Brabham came off in his hands, 
While sorting out the complexities 
f shifting with just the shaft to 
the gearbox, Holmes slipped past 
Hill “into second, Hill was. then 
absorbed in a vicious scrap for 
third spot. He Joined King, Lor. 
ing and Jensen in the battle of 
the race. Behind these Melville 
headed Bancroft, who had done 
well to come wp from 1th at 
‘Klausler continued for the win 
with Holmes a comfortable sec 
ind. With only two laps remain. 
ing. King, driving his best race of 
the year, got past Hill into third 
but was 13s adrift_on Holmes. 
Melville and Bancroft were next 
up rounding out the top half 
dozen. Loring had fallen by the 
wayside on lap 47 with a broken 
valve while Jensen's fuel pump 
failed with only two laps left, a 
cruel end to another good drive 
by the Canadian. Chip Mead 
Grove steadily to seventh while 
Brack nursed his Crosty to eighth. 
‘With only one race remaining 
in the series, Brack and Klausler 
the only ones with a real 
Chance at the title, but both are 
ina tle for top spot on points. 
The series finishes in Halifax on 
August 18 


THE FASTEST MOVERS 
IN TOWN ! 


Moving? Then contact the experts. We are 
professional and we are fast 


RAPID MOVEMENTS LTD 


NORMAN HOUSE, LONG LANE, ‘STAINES, 
MIDDX. TELEPHONE ASHFORD (69) 42254 


HOOPERS OF 
BRISTOL 


JAYBRAND RACEWEAR 


Clubman Nomex Race Suit, two piece (natural) 
National Nomex Race Suit, one piece (natural) ones 
National Nomex Race Suit, two piece (natural) £37.80 
Proban Race Suit, two piece £16.20 
Proban Race Suit, one piece £16.12 
Nomex Long John Pants (small and medium) £7.45 
Nomex Long John Pants (large and X large) £2.64 


Nomex Polo Neck Vest (small and medium) £7.99 
Nomex Polo Neck Vest (large and X large) £9.20 
Nomex Helmet Balaclava £4.59 
National Nomex Gloves £8.10 
Clubman Nomex Gloves £6.10 
Nomex Shortie Socks £2.16 


Please give waist, chest, inside leg and height for all suits 
Suits available in colours and made to measure. Price list 


available. 
Varley White Top Batteries £23.76 
Varley Green Top Batteries 29.16 
Champion and Motorcraft Racing Plugs 88 


We also have good stocks of Ford AVO, BL Special Tuning. 
Cosworth BDA and Twim Cem parts, Aley and Safety Devices 
Roll Cages, Webers and spares, Castrol Competition Oils 
All prices include V.AT. 
All items sent C.0.0. if required 


62 JACOBS WELLS ROAD, 
BRISTOL 8 
Tel: 0272 23946 


The winning seat for 1974 


as used by the leading 
contestants in the Super Saloon 


Race at Silverstone 


Ist FRANK GARDNER 
2nd DAVID HOWE 

3rd MICK HILL 

4th JOHN POPE 

Sth TONY HAZLEWOOD 


GT8 Standard Competition Seat. 


Frank Gardner winning in a GTS. 


Corbeau Equipe Ltd 


Wyhouse Lane 
The Ridge, Hastings 


a mm 


po Tel: 0424 435480 & 426360 
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Pit and Paddock 


RAC streamline plan 


‘The RAC announced this week 
that a committee had been formed 
to look into the streamlining of 
the administration of motor sport 
in this country 


A working party has been set 
up headed by Sir Clive Bossom, 
former MP for Leominster, to in: 
vestigate the structure of the 
RAC’s Motor Sport Division and 
to produce a more streamlined 
scheme to meet present day de- 
mands. The current structure of 
the Motor Sport Divisio 

complicated and rule 
appeals and so on can take weeks 
and months to sort out and It 
Is hoped that the report and its 
recommendations will ease. this 


The result of the enquiries will 


be presented in a report to the 
committee of the RAC and deci 
later this year. 

Sir Clive Bossom has always 
taken a keen interest. in all 
matters concerning motoring and 
has sat on the RAC Committee 
and the Public Policy Committee 


the past 10 years. While in 
lament he was, for a time 
Transport Committee 
The working party will consis 
of Eric Aldington, P. G. Cooper 
Keith Douglas, G. B. Flewitt, Dr 
L. Jamieson, Sidney Offord. and 
Maurice Smith. Attending in. a 
consultative capacity are: The 
amden, J. Dunca 
Mills Baldwin an 


nchman Jacques Laflte made a ve 
the second Frank Williams Ino at 
Tooks like driving for the team for t 


‘Australian Larry 
the car hax ap} 
Perkins crashed it in 


As expected, 


the first time 
Unfortunately 


Another new face in the Token at 
F5000 driver lan Ashley. He 
after the Hulme’ Fittipaldi start-line ji 
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Perkins ¢ 
red at a Grand 


ry satisfactor 


peared in 


the German 


was allowed to race, 


incident 


debut 
wend and, 


Amon, 


GP was ShellSport 
being first reserve 


F5000 faces problems 


Next year's Europe mula 
5000 series looks Iy bleak 
at the moment with the announce 
ment that most of this season's 
leading runners, the Team VDS 
Chevrons and the McKechnie and 


Embassy/John Butterworth Lolas 
won't be contesting next year's 


W's not surprising that @ team 
like VDS are pulling out, having 
been staunch supporters of stack 


block’ V8. powered racing cars, 
W's time they embarked on some 
thing else, Could this be Formula 
L which we've been rumouring f 
tell 

For & ans, curtent leader 


McKechnie/STP Lola T332, he 

fe prospect of what to do 
next year. He's expressed interest 
in Formula 2 and would. very 
much like to try for the European 
Championship, 

The age old problem with the 
European F500. series is its 
professionalism and the constant 
lack of competitive machinery. It 
is to this end that an F500 repre 
sentative has recently flown across 


to the States to discuss the pos 
sibilities of dovetailing the Nortn 
American Championships — with 
Europe. That in itself would seer 
@ good idea, but to actually 
achieve a successful marriage 
between the tw would 
take a tremend want of 
effort 


APG marshals overalls 


Lase Sunday at Silverstone Peter 


Fatherly, chairman of the Allied 
Polymer” Group, presented 2 
se:s of flameproot track marshals 
suits to. Peter Browning who 
accepted them on behalf of the 
Roger Williamson Fund. 

Mr Fatherley said, “The Allied 
Polymer Group fs heavily involved 
in manufacturing rubber and 
fr components for the 
for the ordinary motorint. We wish 


ing fraternity who have 
and are continuing to. make 
mctoring safe for the next genera: 
jon of cars, by this gift of fre: 
eralls, 
Peter Browning sald that al 
though response from drivers to 
hand in their unwanted sets of 
ralls (o Formula One of Cai 
naby Street had been extremely 
good, he felt that there were sill 
many drivers who had suits still 
which they did not want and 
which could be put to use by the 
Fund 


Gold star 
changes 


Wich sarted off ar the, Gren 
Park raceway last Sunday, broke 
new ground in Australian’ cham: 
pionship racing with the int 

Suction of short distance heats 
rather than full length races. The 
introduction of heat racing has 


bees applauded by both Austra. 
lian drivers and promoters, whc 
believe the variation will present 
the championship in its most at 
tractive light. The move however 

ed by the 


was initially pro 
poor prize money offered in re 
lation to the high costs involved 
in fielding multi-thousand dollar 
F5000 cars. Drivers hope heats 
will enable tyres, brakes and 


engines to last for longer periods 
than previously experienced, 
The remaining dates for this 
jes are Surfers Paradise 
Calder (0 
each, 


(Sept 
races of 50. km 
Park (Nov 3), Australian Grand 
Prix at Oran Park (Nov 17) and 
Phillip Island 100 kms (Nov 24). 


Sandown 


© Too tat include ia ast 
week's issue was the fact that 
during the course of testing the 
works F2 March at_ Silverstone 
last’ Tuesday, Ronnie Peterson 
reduced his times even further, 
getting down tol m 19.6 s 


Kottulinsky 
wins FSV 


The SuperVee Gold Cup race 
supporting the German GP at the 
Norburgring last Sunday was won 
by Swede Freddy Kottulinsky in 
@ Lola by 68s from Finnish 
driver Kenneth Rosberg. Britain's 
leading representative was John 
Morrison in the works SuperNova 
Tui. After qualifying ith he 
worked his way up to fifth in the 
five lap race. Apparently a change 
of suspension has improved the 


and Morrison 
jghted with the way” It 
round the twisty and 

bumpy "Ring 

@ The F5000 race scheduled 

to take place at Imola on Sept 


ember 15 has been cancelled, 


© Our apologies to the mem: 
bers of the G “Hi-Lo” 
Mini team which we previewed 
im last week's issue, We got our 


Hines a bit crossed when men. 
tioning who was going to drive 
this £10,000 motor car. It will be 
Brands Hatch advertising man- 
ager and Mini racer Bernard 
Bird and not Tony Chammings 
Incidentally, the 1300 cc Mini 
engine will soon be replaced by 
a short stroke 1300 cc Ford BDA 
for racing in the near future, 


Pit and Paddock 
Lola win Nova Lishoa 


Even a footbridge collapsing on blamed on terrorists 

to the track, just as the pace car On the restart, Cabral leapt 
Went underneath it, failed to away to seize the initiative, fol 
the 6 hours of "Nova Lisboa © lowed distantly by _Peixinho, 
sports car race which took place Heavens, Lavama and Harrower, 
in Angola on July 28. This was while the March of Sousa was 
the first event in a three-race in trouble immediately when the 
series which was inaugurated in steering column sheared, forcing 
this Portuguese West African an early retirement 

state last year, For nearly 14 hours, Cabral 


Six British-based 2dlitre sports continued at unabated speed, lap: 
car teams have made the trek, ping all but Peixinho’s Lola and 
the three Chevron B23s of Roger Setting fastest lap at 1 m 340 
Heavens, Robin Smith and lan before the clutch packed up 
Harrower, the former Then a lengthy pit stop for the 
hired the ex-Barrios 62 leader put Pelxinho in front fol 


Forge Mill Racing, as he is keep- owed "by Harrower’ and. Ro: German Rolf St ies he Eraney Lola for cise during 
{ng tis Lola in Europe for Xavier Yohnsom.’ both “having a goed | d's German GP. However, Stommeten didn't proctise the ear 
Kincadelia to race. The other trio scrap and hanging places virtu 

were the. two. Paulenco’ March aily'every lop ee 
7ASs and Tony Birchenough's At half distance, the leading 

Dortt "Poods Cota THS0/S sail ri raulta' the tart’ with okay | Brety.-- 

three Chevrons were running Porsche Carrera of de. Almeada 

Under the entry. of Team Robert Aignae*asd the’ Mini Cooper's © Next Tuesday, starting at_& 
Hudson (the Angolan Ford Main Powas/Santon next up albeit | Although our editorial ast week | pm at the. Surrey Oval Tavern 
Dealers) and using Ford FVC many laps behind. Meanwhile the | Avmuckea ony theee stuse whieh | the ding a Form 


engines, of varying cap: 


Cabral/da Silva Lola was making | Would qualify running an inter- | wa ‘um. Among those 
The first race at Nova Lisboa up lost ground but Heavens | hational” meeting, the Aston | appearing will be Alan Jones, 
was run on a road circuit through eventually ‘retired when he stop: | Martin Owners Eiub “also case | Jim Crawford, Ted Wentz and 
the sireets of the town of about ped out on the circuit with fuel | forward ‘with, wafclent evidence | Peter ‘Wardle while motoring 
21 miles in length in an antl- Pressure and ignition problems. | {o"nrive ayy ‘wave e’peldcrece | journalists. Tan Phillips (AUTO: 
tlockwise ‘direction. It’s very "With two. hours tor run, the | ‘ead and ‘wit ‘be ‘running. their | stont), Mike Doodson (Motor) and 
bumpy, There was plenty of order remained the same’ with | Martini International again ext Henry (Motoring News) will 
practice over two days, with the Pe de Albuquerque | Sar be in attendance. 
focal man Antonio Pelxinho end: Lola still in front of Lavama and The exact format of the race 
Ing up on pole in his Lola T292- — Hleavens/Birchenough while the | is uncertain, but it, Is almost | @ The date of the Austin Appren- 
BMW at 1 m 35.01 s. Slotting In Cabral/da Silva car had fought | Certain that it won't be for Inter- | tices’ Autocross at Donington 
alongside was Mario Cabral in back to 4th, after losing four | Serie cars for which it has been | Park is August 18 and not as 
Roger Heavens’s hired Chevron taps in penalties for being push: | tun during the past two years, | recently advertised. This Is one 
B25 at 1m 37.0 s. Next up WAS Started twie fever, half an | f¢'the formula seems to be dying | of the first such competitive 
the first of the Paulenico Marches fraut"tauer, ‘tue igearbex: packed | of the formuma'seoma tobe dying | oF ihe (eet si at (bis famous 
driven by Lavama and, after varl- up for good and that was It. | ang Formule’ $000. have ‘been | venue for many years and spec- 
ous driver swops, Roger Heavens Therefore, the positions remained | mentioned, but the subject is still | {ators will notice the great strides 
Feturned a 1m 40.88 s In the  \naltered until the flag, the win- | Under aiecussion which have been made to the 
Dorset’ Foods Lola he | was ning Lola being five laps up on he parents, and family of | racing circuit in recent weeks os 
seiaalce akere  aehin Bch. Bin, Wolk bela Gre TeeO) tS | ©: The” parents and family of | rocing circall tn recess, weet as 
Geoughe, Tucked in. bebind. was the, Vereree/ney Joe" poten | Chrlatopher White wish to offer | elle loonieton’ Collection 
Ian Harrower in James Bell's B23 "cous Chuwron, The Porsche 


and the other March driven by a Lame “next with the Cooper, S ‘medical and nursing 


oficals, medical and ,nursint | @ Former Brabham mechanic 
cal named Pia Sousa, The grid and the GT40, driven by Emilio | facing friends for their kindness | Neil Trundel, the second half of 
an copied rae ehatea Marts sath rad“yyngathyralowing “eit | Rondel Racing, who has been 
ya motiey. basen qhven incomes ‘@'We heer from America, th bereavement king on the Token Gran 
the, ex:Hallwood/tckx Gulf Gra 6 Ws, He" imelti Formala 1 | @ ‘Dave, Tilmer reported last |” Prix car all year, has left the 
ee eee Bend Paix car'arhich ts due 1 | eek that hn ex-Keith Messer | team to join the ‘Tyrrell Racing 
part Was” Robin. Smith Gane en sppesrance in Canada | FI300 | Messer GT. h Organisation. Trundel’s place has 
Th00 ce FPC dropped  valv ear, will not be using | stolen from outsid been taken by Jon Greaves, a 


former March and GRD mechanic 
his unique scaled down Porsche | who has been working on John 
wid they phone 01-228 | Watson's Hexagon Brabham 

BTA2 of tate. 


Romeo flai-12. engin Showrocm. If an 


a couple of laps of practice. For. 
tunately there were no casualties the team has d 
when the footbridge collapsed on dea in favour of the 
Yo the track. The incident was more proven Ford Cosworth DFV 


CATCHPOLE By Barry Foley 


HOW ABOUT THIS. | Way NOT- TLL TRY 


LELLA LOMBARDI? t ANYTHING ONCE 
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The Castrol 75th Anniversary Touring Car Championship. 


We put our heart into making 
your car a champion. 


Triumph Dolomite Sprint 


| Come along to the next 
Championship races to see ii 
Dolomites and Mazda RX3 can 
beat the Commodore, Capris and 
Camaros : 
Ingliston August 18th 
Brands Hatch August 26th 


Chevrolet Camaro Z28 


Set up a competition between cars like yours - standard 
production saloons. Including Dolomites, Avengers, Capris 
and Camaros. Add Dealer Teams from Mazda, Opel, 
Vauxhall and Toyota and you've got the greatest saloon car 
championship ever. 

We've been putting our heart behind making 
champions for 75 years now. Check the winner list and 
you'll see how the combination of your family saloon 
and our Castrol heart is unbeatable. 


Now more than ever you need 
the high performer with heart. 
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Above, is one of the fastest cars on 
the road 

The Lancia Stratos. 

Witha 2.4 litre Ferrari engine, itclocks 
60 in 6.9 seconds. Flat out, it tops 140. 

But if the Stratos is one of the fastest 
cars, how do we know our tyres go faster? 


Our backroom boys in Milan provide 
the answer 

They developed the tyre, our VR 
CN 36, and put it through the mill ona 
test rig at even higher speeds than the car 
can do on the road 

Moreover, conditions on the test rig 


are much tougher than those experienced 
on the road at the same speed, because of 
the radius of the test drum and the lack of 
cooling ‘eam. 

In terms of roadspeed this represents 
an impressive margin of performance 
and safety. 


ee = RAT a eee 
Those impressed with the tyre were 
Porsche, Jensen, BMW, Ford, and half a 
dozen more we could mention 
“Every one of them fit CN 36 as original 
equipment. Doesn't that make you think 


about fitting them 
asreplacements? HP IRELLE 


Cinturato CN 36 


NURBURGRING 


Regazzoni rides on 


By PETE LYONS Pictures by PETER BURN 


Race Data by ALAN PHILLIPS 


Looking back, it was predictable in every element. It was the Grand Prix of Europe; that 
meant that, somehow, the meeting should have been typical of the year's racing as a whole — 
as was true of last year's GP of E, the Belgian at Zolder, where politics iy brought 
Grand Prix racing to a standstill! What are the main memorable features of 1974? Tick 
them off: Ferraris are very fast; McLarens are next best and usually dead reliable (unless they 
crash); Clay Regazzoni came back from South America leading the drivers’ points standings 
land ever since has been in contention, although he hadn't scored a victory ; Emerson Fitti 
hhas been gaining and losing the lead through fortune ; Jody Scheckter has been a newly-4 
model of consistency; Carlos Reutemann was quick early on and has recently been fig 
his way back to form; the racing has been wonderfully hard to predict, but there have been 
4 distressing number of multi-car shunts, usually on the first lap oh, and don't forget 
the matter of limiting entrants and stariers, which has caused some peculiar situations and 
some heated confrontations. A really appropriate GP of Europe ought (o reflect all of this, 
true 

‘At the Nurburgring last weekend the Ferraris were 

‘erashed—all three of them. Regazzoni 

Tagged at the ‘gone off the road at the second cornes 
scored his first GP vietory since ind retook the lead In battle — and who could 
have predicted that? Fittipaldi started as quickest non-Ferrai ; Scheckter started next 
to him and won the “Ford race” clearly by staying on the road, while Reutemann was within 
Seconds almost all the way and came third. As for shunts, there were seven ears that went 
‘Out because of crashes of varying severity—five of them on the first lap, and three of those on 
the startline, And to cap it all off, while the starting grid was limited to 25 there were 26 
Grivers that actually started the race — and altogether 27 different cars participated in the race. 

Tt was a grand Grand Prix of Europe for 1974 


fast they had only themselves to 
|, his team-mate Niki Lauda having 
3 


‘oni is already clear of Scheckter, Reutemann. Mass and the rest 


World Championship 
round 11 


Of all the classic GP circuits that we dreamed 
about as children, only the NOrburgring is left. 
Its facelift into the modern era left unaltered 
the essential bone structure beneath, and the 
‘Ring, alone of the circuits used for today's 
stadium-racing, can still remind us of the 
Gaunting confrontation of man against road 
that our fathers saw as the essence of motor 
sport 
Formula One racing nowadays is increas 
ingly a needle-match, a narrowing struggle to 
find some obscure, minute technical advantage 
Which will give a pool of nearly equal cars 
and most equivalent drivers some way of beat 
ing each other, Year by year, Grand Prix 
racing seems to be evolving into a carefully 
Stage-managed circus show, where all the 
jenas are {0 a pattern and ail the participants 
fe from a mould, As a show it is a growing 
Success with the public. As stuff for dreams. 
Bur at the "Ring, hallowed place in the 
Wagnerian forests above the Rhine, the show: 
biz is robbed of its force. In the 
mountain air hangs a different, an older, spirit 
jes and tyre mixtures and radiator 
these fiddling muddiesome details, 
fade ‘away to the background. Something 
nobler stands forth, A man Who wants to get 
round the mountains more quickly than any: 
one else has to search deeply into his own 
mind and body, It's still important at the 
NUrburgring what he does to his car, but it’s 
indingly important’ what he does with 
wands and his feet, 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 


‘The paddock at the German GP seemed 
an unimportant part of the meeting. The true 
contest was taking place out in the hills and 
Valleys, at’ Hatzenbach and Hocheichen, at 
Pflanzgarten and the Flugplatz. To spend time 
following mechanical lessons as they were 
learned seemed almost a waste of time, But 
in the interests of a complete picture it was 
necessary to go round. investigating nose 
shapes and wheel sizes and engine failures 

‘To the two young men blessed with Ferraris 
to drive, it was obvious as long ago as last 
May that they were going to be fast in the 
Eifel in August, Much of the reason Ferraris 
fare so good this year lies implicit in the fact 
that the Italians, alone of all their rivals, had 
the resources and the will to carry out ex- 
haustive tests at the NUrburgring that early. 
As the 312 B3 has been fast elsewhere, so it 
was fast there, and Niki Lauda did the first 
ever under-seven-minute lap during that test 
—6m 58-0dd 5. 

‘Thus it wasn’t any surprise when he and 
Clay Regazzoni won starting places on the 
front row of the grid; that's happened before. 
The two red cars looked comparatively so 
steady and stable, so efficient about putting 
their smooth power down into the road, that 
it was clear to everybody that it would be 
only a wonderfully strongly-controlled machine 
that could beat them in the race. 

‘Neither had any real problem in practice. 
Lauda on the latest Goodyears found some 
understeer had crept into the equation since 
testing, but he tuned that out with more front 
wing. Regazzoni—using a brand new car. 
the team's sixth — came to a halt on Saturday 
at the Adenau bridge with fire pouring from 
his exhausts: after he was towed in it was 
found that the metering unit had jammed 
fon to full rich with the throttles open. Other- 
wise it was a self-confident two days of prac. 
tice for the Italian team, They retained the 
15 in diameter rear wheel rims they'd selected 
in testing — all the teams contracted to Good: 
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Second-place dice: Scheckter hee; 


year used these different, stiffer rear tyres, 
Team Lotus who found themselves un 
—and they also continued to use the 
ne  aerofolls which had been developed 


rechanical alteration in the B3. specification. 
This was a new shape, with a straight trailing 
edge but with a v-shaped leading edge; as 
with the earl allowtall” wing the 
chord was longer at the ends than in the 
middle, but the overall piece looked. tess 
elaborately shaped than before 

The most ambitious aerodynamic experi 
where the two Bang & Olufsen cars were fitted 
initially with winged nose cones. This design 
comprised a full-width aerofoil running across 
above a sloping narrow wedge. After a fair 
trial both Jochen Mass and Derek 
ported that at the 'Ring at le was 
too much variation in downforce with vary 
ing attitudes of the car; that made the hand. 
ling too tricky so the original, more steady 
full-width nosepleces were put back on. 

‘he wheel trouble afflicting the JPS team 
was simply structural. On Friday afternoon 
Ronnie Peterson went off in a big way, heavily 
damaging his 72. The cause was clear: a 
failure of the Melmag wheel on the left rear 
corner, which was of 15 in diameter size As 
this was the third extremely serious fail 

enced by Lotus of a Melmag wh 


st 18 months — Peterson himself spun 
wildly down the road last year in Brazil when 
a rear broke, and Emerson Fittipaldi lost his 


fair ch fending his World Champion 
ship later that same summer when a. fro 
Wheel failed at Zandvoort — the team put all 
thelr other specially made 15 in wheels away 
and reverted to 13-inchers. Tyres to suit had 
to be supplied especially, and it was a handi 
cap of at ‘couple of seconds, accord 
ing to the drivers. 

To give Peterson a car to race, Colin Chap. 
man pressed the team’s hack 76 into servi 


this being as usual“ JPS/10”— but. oppor. 
tunity was taken of carrying out a massive 
development programme on it. The entire back 


end of the 72, engine-cum-suspension, was 
grafted on to the 76 tub, an operation requir. 
Ing some long hard work and some skilled 
bodging from the sleeplessly faithful Lotus 
mechanics. ‘The final result was a combination 
of pieces and linkages which gave a new rear 
sushension geometry. It was all rather a lash 
up and not something one would normally 
expect to see happening on the evening before 
final practice at the Nurburgring ! 

Team Tyrrell had traced the engine failure 
at Brands Hatch to main bearing trouble; it 
Was, according to the best recollection of the 
mechanics, only the third time in three years 
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happen'ng again some cups were ¢ 
enclose the rubbers where they ride on the 
(springless) rear shock absorbers. 


Ail e M23 MeLarens had the curved 
The new  suspe geometry incorporated 
from scratch on Fittipaldi’s new car at Brands 
was fitted on to the spare used at the ‘Ring 


by both he and Hulme, this being 
f different lower mounting 

and a different rear beam 
Hulme's chassis. was al: 
front mounting holes, but thi 


ints at the front 
ne different 


to match up the back so he retained the 
Ider geometry at both ends. Fittipaldi sp 
most of Friday trying McLaren's" low-boy 
Fear wing, but he couldn't balance the car 
March’ had straightened up. the. chassis 
damaged in practice at Dijon by Bramb 


relabelled. i 1" for Stack; oth 


h entries were as before except for some 
strengthening, specifically to the front 
wishbones. The German’s car also car 

for this event only, full orange bodywork 
Jaegermeister” painted all over it as 


on his F2 car 

BRMs had produced a third new 
which followed the establ’shed specifi 
but, than! detail refinement 0 
bodywork and engine castings, saved a massive 
40 lb of weight. This new car was given to 
Pescarolo re were specially developed 
titanium springs now on both this and Bel 
tolse’s car, but neither had any of the new 
type engines this weekend 

Shadow had produced stronger rear suspen 
son mounting ears to overcome the Brands 
failures of both cars—an example of what 
many people were saying there in Kent, that 
the bumps we nd development for the 
Ring! Beyond this, only a slightly different 
rear wing was seen on the DN3s 

The Williams Isos had been refined to be 
stronger in some areas, but were essentially 
unmodified. This time’ Jacques Laffite was 
the second driver to Merzario. Ensigns were 
using the newer chassis, with its wider track, 
still in Brands trim, while Ganley had 
same Maki tried in practice for the last rac 

The Dalton-Amon reappeared after many 
weeks of serious reorganisation both mechani 
cally and organisationally, with not only Chris 
‘Amon to drive but Larry Perkins who took 
‘over ‘on the second day when Amon became 


Il with sinusitis to drive, Goldie Hexagon 
w  BT44 Brabham, which 


was onl plete: rather than’ deliver 
ie uni ies of the "Ring for its 
maiden race they intended to use the old 42 
ne more time, but an engine failure in prac 
ice which fied the 42's oll system ‘with 
gunge made them reverse tactics. In the 
Token it was lan Ashley making his Fi 
Of the 32 entries one did not arrive, this 
being Manfred’ Mohr who was supposed to 
have one of the seldom-seen Finotto Brab- 
hams. Therefore, there. were 31 entries, 
although ‘Perkins brought’ the number. of 


there were 


an cars on hand counting spares, 
making 43. All this for a grid which: despite 
mission to ran 32, was limited to 26. 
ear. the enforced absence of tobacco 
advertising ieft -a lot of noticeable gaps in 


Practice a 
places, L 


f the full circuit can't 
ply, so much use is made 


of the short P— some complete race 
ircuits are as short as this ist In fact on 
Thursday afternoon several teams ‘were out 


en though the full circuit was 
them, bedding-in brakes and 

st before he quit doing his stint al 
terson drew up on the starting line in 
paused, built up the revs, and made 
a long. screaming, smoking practice start, He 
did this vietually at the feet of visiting Ring. 
me Jackie Stewart, who. generally 
approved of SuperSwede's enterprise," That's 
the only time this weekend he'll be able to do 
that —but wasn't ita wee bit presumptuous 
©f him to do it from pole position ?”) 

On the Friday, finally, Hans Stuck was the 
first man to break off from practice looping 
to try the full circuit. His orange March came 

through the forest, leaping over the 

being driven very earnestly by a 
g German anxious to do well here of all 
places. Niki Lauda came second, his confidence 
not all that strong that he could afford to 

schen add 100 many to (according to a 
zine) his previous total of 988 
laps of the ‘Ring! 

By ones, and occasionally twos, then all 
the others, came out, most doing single laps 

ing starts and flying finishes thanks to 
‘s loop. Time was palpably at a pre- 
mium for everybody. As one of the team 
managers remarked: “You can only learn 
50 much on the pits loop, but if you haven't 
guessed right how the car is: going to behave 
on the full circuit it takes you almost 8 m to 
met It back to try something else 


A dozen full laps was about the best that 
anyone managed during the first practice, 
Which was nominally one long period of about 
31 hours although there was a pause in the 
middle to bring in derelict cars. It was no 
Surprise that the quickest drivers were in 
Ferraris, both Lauda and Regazzoni getting 
own to about the 7m 1s area and Niki 
doing his best lap at 7m 0.8 $ (121.32 mph). 
‘This was an improvement over the two-yea 

old record practice lap of Ickx (also set in a 
Ferrari) of 62's, but it was not the sub-seven 
that everyone was quite sure he could do. 
It was, of course, only the first day, and 
there wasn't anybody significantly close be: 
hind — except Jody Scheckter. 

‘Jody's sole experience of the Eifel moun- 
tains had come earlier in the summer at hi 
‘Own’ initiative, when he drove round in a 
hire car for several laps with wife, Pammy, 
alongside. Then, on the spur of the moment, 
he accepted a drive of a Carrera race car, 
but (as the world knows) shunted it after a 
‘ouple of laps. So, although Baby Bear is good 
‘and getting better, and although Stewart was 
telling him everything he could think of that 
might help him learn the ‘Ring, not_ many 
people would have bet that he'd have ended 
up the fest day of his first FL drive third 


best overall and almost 4 faster than the 
best of his Ford-engined opposition. 
‘This was Carlos Reutemann, personally 


tinuing his comeback to top form. Stewart 
had driven Lole round the circuit In a Capri 
ME on Thursday. telling him much the same 
things as he had told Scheckter, but obviously 
he had Teft out 3.8 secrets t No. Whereas Jody 
completed 14 laps in two different 007s, Carlos 
managed only eight altogether. His fuel sys 
tem had a piece come adrift, stranding him oo 
the circuit, and although he managed to fix 
ic himself and drove back home, rather a lot 
Of time was lost. He also remarked that he 
was finding a lot of occasions when, setting 
ff from the pits loop with a clear track 
ahead, he was coming across a slower car 
Somewhere in the next 14 miles and getting 
baulked. 

Depailler, 
experience "of 
Fastest driver on the 
closest of any to predictions that all the 
drivers had been asked by a German magazine 
to make some weeks before about thelr own 
best lap time. Patrick had thought he could 
manage Ickx's record of 7 m 7s: In fact, he 
beat It by Oss Only he, Scheckter (who had 
predicted his own lap time at 7m 7.5 8) and 
Tom Pryce (7m 12s) in fact beat thelr tar 


who 
the 


had extensive 
circuit, 


‘competition 
Walike his team: 


te, came very close to his time to be fifth 
frst day. He also came 
all 


gets. Everybody else was slower, What an 
Interesting way of sorting out the wild 
ciptimists in GP racing! 


Fittipaldi spent most of the first day tying 
to balance his car on Its low rear wing. He 
said it made the car quicker In the straight 
parts, but there was too little downforce 
achievable so he finally abandoned it, Hulme's 
‘own car stopped when its " big belt” broke, 
So he used the T-car with lls new suspension, 
which car he, however. doesn't really like as 
Ics sec up for Fittipaldi, Hailwood was press- 
ing on well with his preferred chassis, the 
original M23/1, when suddenly, in the chicane 
fat the end of the long straight, a front wish: 
bone apparently broke and’ pitched the 
Yardleymac into the guardrail. The chassis 
was somewhat bent, but Mike was OK — this 

‘A much more serious shunt befell poor 
Howden Ganley. He had been doing laps of 
the pits loop, stopping for checks from the 
Japanese mechanics, but finally set off to do 
his first full Jap. He said the Maki was feel 
Ing very good, and he was encouraged to press 
on a bit within a mile of the start. But then 
in the multiple-esses of Hatzenbach the car 
suddenly snapped into a sharp right turn, as 
if'a rear suspension bracket had broken. ‘The 
nose of the car hit the guardrail, which 
ripped off the entire front of the chassis, sus- 
pension and pedals included. His legs sticking 
helplessly out of the front and dragging along 
the ground. Howden suffered broken bones in 
both feet and both ankles, as well as a nasty 
scrape along one heel. When the car stopped. 
however, he managed to pull himself out and 


146 


literally take a few steps away, before col 
lapsing on the grass behind the guardrail. He 
was taken to Adenau hospital, where his in. 
juries were found to be not terribly serious, 
and he presently began thinking about trying 
to drive again in a few weeks’ time 

Lesser mechanical troubles afflicted other 
drivers, like Ganley’s mate Tim Schenken who 
had metering unit failure, Vern Schuppan who 
had a broken exhaust pipe on his Ensign’s 
engine, lan Ashley who was stranded on the 
circuit’ with a puncture, Graham Hill whose 
engine cut out and required changing, and 
Jean-Pierre Beltoise and Francois Migault 
who both suffered BRM blow-ups. Guy 
Edwards did half a dozen laps but pain from 
his broken wrist prevented him really con. 
trolling his Lola at its limit, so he quit, (Rolf 
Stommelen tried out Guy's vacant cockpit for 
size, but no agreement was made for him to 
drive.) Peterson had his frightening shunt at 
Wipperman, hitting the fencing, but was un- 
burt 

‘Chris Amon ventured only one full lap of 
the circuit. bul the Amon-Ford was seriously 
overheating its engine, so it was taken away 
Yor larger radiators to be fitted for Saturday 

‘Te weather for the whole afternoon re. 
mained fine, warm and dry with puffy clouds 
‘aking much of the heat from the sun. The 
track’ surface was in good’ shape, said the 
drivers, and although a few of them thought 
there were more bumps ai certain places 


Fourth place was hotly disputed throughout 
than last year there didn't seem to be any 
reason not 10 see record laps. The circuit was 
modified only in respect of the main straight 
which of course was smoothed totally levei 
and widened to double its ancient width. The 
drivers found that the changes had made the 
left-hand kink at the end, under the bridge, 
flat rather than tentatively flat, but there 
didn't seem to be any real difference in the 
maximum speeds achieved along the straight 
itself —which is the longest of any Fl cir- 

‘Sattirday's weather started out much the 
same as the day before, warm and dry. For 
2 couple of hours people drove around carry- 
ing out one sort of test or another, and only 
a few of the front runners improved their 
Previous times. One was Fittipaldi, who moved 
Up into the lead of the non-Ferrari running. 
His new McLaren running its conventional 
Fear aerofoil now, he came back from his best 
lap with his face in broad smiles, 

Today she is handling fantastic! he en- 
thused. “It is a new suspension, completely 
different, and we did not know ‘how to set 
it up at Brands Hatch. But now we understand 
it and it is right for the first time. I am 
very, very pleased with the car.” 


by 


Emerson's greatest match in the champion: 
ship, Lauda, was equally happy with his 
Ferrari, “No problems, no problems at all. 1 
‘am just running it with race settings, and my 
race engine and gearbox, so maybe I am not 
trying so hard today, but really it is going 
perfectly.” His best lap, according to flancée 
Mariella von Reininghaus (the officials had 
failed to instruct their computer to pick out 
anything but laps which were imprayements 
over the previous day), was 7m 1.65. She got 


Regazzont at two-tenths quicker — just be- 
fore he stopped coming around 
Regga had come slicing down the bill 


toward the Adenau bridge with his engine 
dead but spewing great flames out the back. 
All he really could say was that the throttle 
had suddenly stuck wide open, but when the 
car was towed back — practice was interrupted 
‘again to drag back the several stopped unfor- 
tunates scattered round the forest — the 
mechanics found the metering unit had jammed 
fon to full rich. There was no damage except 
to time: by the time the car was ready to Ro 
again the sunny sky had darkened and rain 
was beginning to spit down. 

The rain got even heavier until it was a 
dense downpour. The track was in full flood. 
condition — typical NUrburg weather 
so there was no hope of anyone improving 
their starting position. What they'd done on 
Friday or the early part of Saturday had to 
stand. 


fekx, Mass, Hailwood and Peterson 
Peterson found his radically revised 76 was 
about 2s slower than his 72 had been, but 


just why he couldn't put his finger on. He sald 
the 13 in tyres, with the inch taller sidewalls, 
felt “softer” (team-mate Ickx used the word 
floppy.” and put the disadvantage at 3). 
Yet the hastily done car was running pro: 
perly, as was Jacky's, and the occasional 
Fecipients of the infamous "Team Shambles 
award were earning respect for doggedness 
at least. The matter of 14 laps of the 'Ring 
‘might fall more in their favour on the next 
day 
Ronnie did a lap or two of the short loop 
in the heaviest of the rainstorm. He set off 
still holding the umbrella under which he'd 
been sheltering, and puckishly drove round 
without chucking It away, This impromptu 
aerodyna 
mic qualities disclosed some serious flaws in 
iis high-speed stability; when he handed it 
back 2m later it was totally knackered. 
Hulme had his engine misfiring during the 
dry, and had to try out a new distributor in 
sight 
of The Bear splashing unhappily in a spray 
of water. Hailwood came in from the dry ses: 
sion very happy with the handling of his 
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spare" car, the one he usually doesn't like, 
but his engine didn't seem to be worth very 
much, 

Carlos Pace was in continuing fuel pres- 
sure difficulties with his own BT44. Then he 
took over the team’s spare chassis No 3 and 

ed it better, so he asked to have it trans- 
ferred to him to race. Meanwhile, Reutemann 
was settling his car on full tanks, 

Hans Stuck's efforts to learn the circuit 
from inside an Fl car kept being frustrated 
by his engines. His Friday had been spoilt by 
engine trouble after a few laps, and now on 
Saturday he was stranded again after only 
two laps as, again, the oil pressure went away. 
March were for some reason in serious trouble 
with this, as Brambilla's unit was not giving 
reliability either. The BRM camp were lik 
Wise troubled, as Migault had. his second 
engine blow up in his second car; with no 
more V125 available he did not qualify. 

Jean-Pierre Jarier was not happy with his 
engine either, saying it would not pull within 
300 revs of what it ought to. It was to this 
‘and not any trouble with his wrist that he 
Was ascribing getting blown off by his new 
team-mate, Tom Pryce, for all of Jarier's ex: 
Perience of the "Ring in fast sports cars, was 
consistently quicker — his sole experience hav- 
Ing been in SuperVee cars. Like Scheckter, 
Pryce wan showing rather astonishing form and 
total self-confidence — and unexpected speed, 
The rain prevented Shadows ever really. get- 
ting a good run on soft tyres, which everyone 


Reutemann dropped well back in third place when the wing started to fall apart. 


said should have been worth another 5 s. 

‘Jochen Mas} was another very impressive 
young man, hip Surtees earning 10th starting 
Position and usurping the usual Hesketh role 
Of quickest Firestone car. Team-mate Derek 
Bell, “however, lost a lot of time when a 
clutch centre pulled out, and only did a sing! 
quick lap by trying the spare TSIG just before 
the rain. Hunt, meanwhile, seemed a bit sub: 
dued this Weekend. He said the Hesketh was 
not going very well on the bumps, “but we 
know why and we'll have it put right on next 
year’s car.” Otherwise he felt reasonably 
pleased with the machine and about his own 
performance of this daunting circuit. 

John Watsoq started from alongside Hunt, 
despite Hexagon losing two engines in prac: 
tice. It was this second failure that prompted 
them to reverse their intention and race pre- 
pare their spanking new BT44, and John drove 
it only on the| short loop in ‘the rain late in 
the day. However, by arriving at settings 
through consultation with both the Ecclestone 
team and with Firestone’s ace oracle Bruce 
Harre, Watson felt confident of having a good 

In the Williams team, although speeds 
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weren't outstanding the mood was happy. 
Merzario was stranded with a driveshaft 
failure, but otherwise said the Iso was hand- 
ling well. Williams was pleased with his latest 
protege Laffite, too; the F2 man qualified 
despite fuel system troubles. The Ensign 
people were happy to qualify as well, and 
Vern Schuppan reported that although for 
some reason his car was drastically slow 
along the straights and up the hills, he could 
stay with many famous people through the 
tricky sections. Ashley, likewise, was going 
well, chopping big pieces from his lap times 
every time around, but he felt the gears 
needed changing for he was only pulling 
9700 rpm in top. Before any of this could be 
done the rain started, so he found himself 
with 26th best time and would have to sit 
at the back of the grid on Sunday hoping 10 
find a place to fill due to other people's 
troubles at the last minute. 

The Amon, with different radiators fitted 
today, went out for a few more laps — but 
with a different driver. Chris was suffering 
badly with sinusitis, so Larry Perkins got 
his chance at his F1 debut. He had spent three 
days testing the car at Silverstone, 0 he wa: 
acclimatised to it, and in the dry he was 
going well. But he tried another lap in the 
rain, and that was his undoing. The blue car 
got ‘away from him and wiped a corner off 
against the guardrail. The Australian was dis- 
pleased with himself almost to desperation, 
Dut was unhurt 


RACE 


Ken Tyrrell had been assured by a nearby 
military base that Sunday's weather would be 
perfectly dry and clear, but the gods of the 

fel were laughing all the while. The morn- 
ing practice session, restricted to the pits 
loop only, was done in the wet. Tyrrells, as 
they like ‘to do when possible, stayed inside 
their garage. 

‘The road was dry by noon, and at about 
1pm when everyone did their first full lap 
of the day to warm-up it was still dry, but 
the sky was totally clouded over and there 
were people who thought they felt spots of 
rain. The rain was definite as everyone set 
off to do one more short lap to form up on 
the starting grid, but it wasn't heavy enough 
to lead anybody’ to change on to rain tyres. 
‘The only thing that coubd be done was 10 go 
ahead and start the race, then wait to see if 
conditions would deteriorate to the points of 
the officials calling a halt for a general change 
to wet pattern tyres. The mood under the 
leaden skies was very tense. 

Just before 1.30 the grid of 25, plus Ashley, 
moved forward a few yards to the actual start- 


ing line. The German national flag went up 
in the air, hung for a long moment, then 
waved. The pair of red cars on. the front 
row moved off together, but Regga's from the 
pits side gathered more momentum while 
Niki's from pole lagged, The Austrian usually. 
makes excellent starts but he had muffed this 
one, getting too few revs built up, and half- 
way along by the pits Scheckter’s blue Tyrrell 
was forging alongside. 


Fittipaldi's McLaren, however, hadn't moved 
off at all. Emerson had rolled’ forward with 
everyone else to the startline, then he had, 
is normal, knocked it out of gear to save 
the clutch. With seconds to go he went for 
bottom gear again — but couldn't get it. With 
desperation he stirred around trying to get any. 
gear at all, but the transmission remained 
stubbornly ‘in neutral. The flag was the 
trigger that unleashed the other 24 straining. 
racing cars. 

The next car behind in a direct line was 
team-mate Hulme's, Denny got off with 
everyone else, but as he realised Emerson’ 
machine was stationary he swerved to. the 
left to go by between it and the guardrail 
below the grandstand. Ickx, however, had 
made a perfect getaway, and was already 
heading for the same slot. There just wasn’t 
quite enough room for them both. Hulme 
thought he was going to make it through, 
just, but didn’t, 

Denny carried on with the momentum of 
his start, but bis rear wheel was wobbling 
Uke a drunken thing round its broken upright 
and he had both his hands jammed on to his 
ducked head waiting for someone to smash 
him up the back. By great fortune everybody 
else streamed around, including Fittipaldl who 
had found the shunt had cured his gear selec. 
tion problem if, nothing else and he set off 
after the others, 

So did the waiting Ashley, who when he 
saw Hulme pulling over to the pits side of 
the emptying starting grid and climbing out, 
found bottom gear himself and joined the Ger: 
man Grand Prix 

All this was desperate stuff and enough for 
any race, but behind the pits, on the return 
run up to the North Curve, there was more 
happening. Scheckter had slung around the 
South Curve in second place, ahead of Lauda, 
but on the straight the Ferrati’s power drew Ii 
up nearly alongside the Ford. The two came up 
to the braking point behind the control tower 
with Jody still slightly ahead, but well over 
on the left side of the road. Niki had only @ 
bit of track left on the inside to try a demon 
outbraking manoeuvre, This he did, and he 
was actually coming a bit ahead, when the 
red car veered to the right into the blue one. 
Niki said it wasn't any wheel-locking wobble, 
the car had just started pulling on the 
brakes. 

His right rear wheel biffed the Tyrrell’s left 
front, and instantly the Ferrari was thrown up 
into ‘the air as well as being snapped side. 
ways to the right. But by incredible 
yood luck it totally missed further contact 
with Jody's car. The Tyrrell went on 
into the North Curve while the Ferrari spun 
like a top straight on and slammed through 
the fences at the outside, It came to rest, not 
badly damaged, though Lauda said that for 
@ moment he was trapped inside the cockpit 
by the weight of mesh fencing over him. 

So it was Regazzoni leading, with Scheckter 
second. Reutemann was third and Mai 


Watson came through 
place halfway round the lap, but as they all 
streamed up into the sharp right hander 
before the final climb to the Karussel the 
brown Brabham snapped its tail out. Neve 
having driven it before, said Watson, he had 
‘only experience with the 42 to go by. That 
had a certain amount of adhesion at the back 
and would have completed a spin, but when 
he gave it some throttle to help it'on its way 
the superior grip of the 44 made it hurl 
itself forward instead. It was an exact repeat 
of Depailler’s practice shunt at Dijon although 
at lower speed; the car nerfed the inside 
guardrail. John drove it on to the pits and 
retirement with its front suspension bent, 

‘A lot was happening at the pits. Hulme had 


Pve tested these G800 Supersteels 


on the track 


. performance is terrific- 


particularly in the wet. 


Constructed for long life. 


Others who track-tested our tyres this weekend 


Formulated 


When Goodyear designed 
the G800 Supersteel, they 
used a special high adhesion 
mix for the tread compound. 

Usually a “‘high adhesion” 
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2nd J. Scheckter (Eif Tyrrell) 
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You can feel the difference. 
Supersteels give the 
performance driver the 
adhesion he wants, 


tread compound means less 
mileage, but Goodyear have solved 
that problem too. Supersteels have 
bands of flexible steel to keep the 
tread firm and flat on the road— 
adding to performance but cutting 
down tremendously on tread 
distortion even at high speeds. And 
without that tread-eating squirm 


that other tyres are prone to, 
Supersteels give you a terrifically 
high mileage. 

Goodyear G800 Supersteels, 
with the unique dual reinforcement 
of polyester carcass and steel belts, 
offer you fantastic performance and 


higher mileage-in one outstanding tyre. 
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they'll take much higher slip 
loading before breakaway. You can 
stop fast, and corner hard, in 
safety. And Supersteels still feel 
absolutely safe and tractable on 
wet roads. 
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climbed out of his bent No 6 by the pits 
rail, leaving others to push it on its wobbly 
way down to safety, while he approached the 
team's spare car which was sitting there all 
ready to go wearing No ST. It was too much 
temptation. He was strapped into it, and 
about 6} m After everybody else had gone he 
drove away from the pits to join the race— 
in his second chassis since the flag fell! 

‘A minute later the race came by, Regazzon''s 
Ferrari squalling up through the gears from 
the chicane just 2) ahead of Scheckter's 
‘Tyrrell —just_ what practice form had sug 
gested. Reutemann's ‘Brabham was tight up 
Under the blue wing, though, showing he had 
his own Ideas about who was supposed to 
cover 14 miles of NOrburgring quickly, There 
was an airspace then before Mass’ Surtees 
came winding up with a pack of cars jammed 
up behind, Hailwood's McLaren and the pair 
Of JPSs and Depailler’s other Tyrrell; Bet 
tolse led Hunt, Merzario, Pace and Jarier 
While Hill was in front of Pryce. 

Then it was all quiet again for a while 
Ashley came by, well behind the rest, and a 
gathering of officials discussed the idea of 
black flagging him but finally decided against 
it, Watson came driving in to retire. The loud. 
speakers were following the progress of Fitti 
paldi, who was reported struggling round the 
Circuit with a destroyed rear tyre, and the 
McLaren Inds arranged themselves carefully in 
the most efficient wheel-changing pattern. But 
they relaxed when a further report said Emer 
son had stopped still miles away. 

Just before the leaders were due Hulme 
came driving by, and the startline officials be 
Stirred themselves at the sight of No ST 
Seconds later the race came blasting through 
the Ferrari was now 45s ahead of the two. 
man second place dice, and Mass was still 
fourth leading Peterson, Depailler, Ickx and 
Hailwood 

‘The noise died away in the fir trees, and 
7m of quiet reigned, and then everything 
started happening again. The stariline officials 
shook out a black flag for Hulme ; exactly as 
No ST drove by Fittipaldi's No 5 was wob: 
bling down into the pits lane, its left rear 
tyre flapping in shreds, The race shattered 
the alr—Regga was another couple of sec 
‘onds ahead, The Kiwis leaped to change Emer. 
son's wheel, but he took the time to climb out, 
have words with the mechanics, and get back 
in again, As he drove away on his new tyre, 
two laps behind the race, Hulme arrived in 
his place having come round the back of the 
pits and climbed out of his erzatz car. He had 


a silly grin on his face, but his expression 
sobered as he said: “ Someday, boy, I'm going. 
to get rolling starts in Fl * Lattite re 


tired with bent suspension which had some. 
how happened on the grid 

‘As if all this wasn't endugh to keep every. 
body on edge, there were still occasional 
sprinkles of rain. The sky had very dull 
patches, and the fourth lap was the one on 
Which the race could be red flagged and re- 
started to go the full original distance. Gordon 
Coppuck, keeping track of things even though 
only one of his machines was still in con- 
tention, was rather anxious for the skies to 
open. “ When you realise what a great chance 
we had before it all turned to, 

But it didn't rain hard enough’ at the pits 
for anyone to take official action. Out around 
the mountains here and there were curtains 
of rain, moving across the landscape, only 
wetting the circuit briefly and in’ ever 
changing places. The Ferrari was now over 
10s ahead. Regga did the fourth lap at 
Tm 12.25. 

Fittipaldi came in after one trial with a 
good tyre, unplugged himself and got out 
‘Again, Everybody relaxed. The rear suspension 
was bent, and there wasn't any point in 
carrying on. 

Pace came into the Brabham pit, saying the 

very evil and wasn't getting 
he was given a lot more rear wing 
and sent back out. 

Beltoise stopped when an accessory drive 
belt came off his V12. 

‘Merzario came in and joined Laffite in 
retirement with a broken throttle linkage ball 
joint. 

‘eiDepaiiler was missing from the illuminated 
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Fittipaldi was 


leaderboard had been sixth, still em: 
broiled In the squabble for fourth. After a 
Jong wait, the mechanics, standing in battle 
der like McLarens had done, Patrick drove South Curve, 
Slowly into view below the tower. He parked dwindh 
re and let the mechanics take it through Scheckter came 
tunnel to the paddock, while he trudged 
the Jong. long way on to where Ken Tyrrell Tyrrell—Jody 


the barrier. The 
‘At half distance 


nega cocks 


trying 


luck this time following a start 


nd. immovable in his 

The explanation was brief 

Wwertake Ronnie into the 

Bergwerk and | locked a wheel and went int 
Suspension is bent 

the rain seemed to have 


et on his war 


out of the Karrussel 


retired with bent suspension 


This meant there was enough tim 
round the 


up behind’ the pits 


and 
before 
Reute: 

the 


‘have to 
whims 


the 
ina bunch, 
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Tom Pryce again went we 
high, Jochen Mass had his last, 0 tr 


the pair of IPS: 
Mass and Hailw 


side-by-side with 
up tight behind. 


Everyone in the pits leaped through the open: 
sided buildings to crane over the rear barrier 
they saw Ickx now leading the bunch with 
Peterson having dropped all the way to the 


rear of it! Hunt was close behind, 

‘So the Formula Ford race was as good as 
in Holland. Farther back, Pryce had been sit 
ting waiting for his fuel load to lighten; the 
Shadow had been pretty bad over the bumps 
while heavy, but presently it improved and 
he overtook’ Hill and began moving up the 
field. He caught and passed Stuck, and also 
overhauled and was waved by on the long 
uphill climb. after. Kesselchen by his team 
mate Jarier—Jean-Pierre's engine, as in prac 
tice, was down on power 

‘Hunt stopped with his gearlever broken off 
Im his hand; it was replaced and he rejoined. 

Mass, still in the thick of it, just behind 
Iekx for fifth, pulled off along the straight 
with his engine blown up. 

Hunt made a second stop, and climbed out 
he was getting only fourth and fifth gears 
He ‘said’ the handling was giving strong. 


in the Shadow finishing sixth in front 0 


{ Hans Stuck (above). Flying 


¢ for Team Surtees 


pivoting-around-the-front oversteer, but that 
he had been catching the others in wet 
places. 

Schuppan retired as well, fourth gear hay- 
ing stripped. Ashley came in with his right 
front tyre absolutely gone bar few threads, 
dragging along on the bare rim. This was the 
second such sight seen in the pits that day. 


for after the warm-up lap the Token had 
done the same trick exactly. In the haste to 
get it on to the grid, which required replac- 


ing a bent wishbone, the camber of that 
wheel had been left awry and the canted 
tyre was simply overheating. But he was 
given his third right front of the day and 
sent out again to finish. 

Mass dropping out of the bunch meant 
that Hailwood now harried Ickx, and with 
two laps to go Mike came by still surrounded 
by JPSs. But threequarters of a lap later, as 
they all leaped into the air at the Pflanz~ 
garten, the Yardleymac came down crooked. 
Tt veered, beginning a spin, to the right, and 
enly 50 yards or so beyond the touchdown 
point it slammed nose-first into the steel rail 
On the right edge of the track. It was a 


desperately hard impact, and the driver's 
right leg was broken by the savagely crump- 
ling monocoque in three places. But he stayed 
conscious throughout, and busied himself 
directing the rescue operation as the NUrburg. 
Fing’s comprehensively equipped safety crews 
descended and cut him out. The operation 
was still going on as, on their last lap, the 
pair of JPSs came leaping by again. 

Despite what some people had been saying 
about him, Regga did not tire! Jody drove 
with controlled patience, and was second 
by 50 s. 

Tt was still all go on this last lap. Reute- 
mann, who had kept Scheckter close in sight, 
was suddenly dropping back dramatically. 
The right side end plate of his rear wing 
had come adrift, ripping off with it most of 
the whole rear flap, and with (estimated 
Gordon Murray) some 30 per cent of his 
download missing the BT44 was getting very 
wild. The two JPSs caught up a full 26 s 
on that last lap. Peterson had been well 
behind Ickx, so that Jacky who had come 
third last year was looking like being fourth 
or perhaps even third’ again should he 
catch ‘the Brabham ahead, But as they all 
came by the yellow flags by the Hailwood 
accident Ickx backed right off, and Peterson 
halved the distance between them. That was 
enough so that the 76 came up into the 
Slipstream of the 72 on the straight, Today's 
FI designs don't get a lot of benefit out of 
tows from each other, but the "Ring straight 
is very long, and Ronnie was able to pull out 
and get by before the end. This gave him a 
boost nearly up to Reutemann and all three 
of them came hurtling under the chequered 
flag nose-to-tail 

‘As they did so, they were $3 5 ahead of 
Pryce who was coolly and comfortably scoring 
his first. championship point. Just behind, 
but slowing, Stuck was running out of fuel 
The March just managed to roll, dead silent, 
across the line. Hanschen climbed out of ii 
and vaulted over the pits wall, but not before 
giving the car an affectionate pat and waving 
to the cheering crowd of his countrymen 
opposite 


‘Jarier ‘came up the road eighth, with Hill's 
Lola jammed tight behind and gaining, but 


ninth was Graham's lot, Pescarolo was next, 
overnight. changes to the handling having 
proven detrimental rather than ” beneficial, 
While Bell lasted to 11th despite soggy, un: 
predictable handling. Pace persevered and 
Gid- not stop again although his handling had 
not been helped at all by the wing adjust 
‘ment. Brambilla was the last man to run the 
distance, which was a great surprise to. all 
concerned, His engine had been so question- 
fable on race. morning that nobody really 
thought he'd finish one lap, let alone 14 

Bringing up the rear, still running reliably, 
was the Token after its wheel dramas; Ashley 
was 14th and last running driver, although 
he had, of course, actually participated un- 
officially—just as had Schuppan in Sweden. 

So this was the final perfect touch to a 
race that will certainly be thought of by 
everybody as a fitting archetype for 1974 as 
| whole. What went right has been going 
right all year, while everything that went 
wrong is exactly what this season will be 
remembered for! 
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The winn 


RALLY OF 1000 LAKES 


Ford Finns fly high 


Photos by COLIN TAYLOR 


Hannu Mikkola/John Davenport won the 1000 Lakes Rally for Ford with Timo Makinen/Henry 
Liddon close behind in second place with the other Escort. Ford ran away with the rally on new 
1Sin wheels. Markku Alen was third in a Fiat 124 Spyder alter a terrific drive following a punc 
as an unhappy event for S: 
Stig Blomqvist finishing fourth after breaking a front shock 
home. Opels were reliable but not quick enough, Anders Kullang best Ascona in eighth place 
While coming-man Ari Vatanen lost a wheel five st 
Indies award went to Eeva Heinonen in a Volvo 142. Peter Thompson/Karen Blackburn won the 
private entrants award for non-Scandinavian driver 
ity. Man of the moment, Pentti Airikkal 


By JOHN DAVENPORT 


ture on the fourth 


speeding peni 
2.3 supplied by DTV, 


Hannu Mikkola finally ended his spell of 
bad luck when together with John Davenport 
ina works Ford Escort RS1600 he won the 
1000 Lakes Rally for the fourth time. They 
had a rally-long battle with their Ford team- 
mates, Timo Makinen/Henry Liddon, who 
picked up a speeding penalty very early on in 
the rally and Mikkola never lost the lead 
from that moment though at one point it did 
drop to an 8s gap between them. 
Throughout the rally, Mikkola was having 
problems with his brakes but despite this 
he was able not only to keep the car on the 
road but also to set many fastest times on 
Stages and thus keep his advantage ove 
Makinen. 

The two Fords were using —_15in 
wheels for the first time ever in a major rally 
and this latest development from Boreham was 
able to give them a useful increase in speed 
‘over their regular opponents on this rally, the 
Saab team. Stig Blomqvist /Hans Sylvan’ and 
Per Eklund/Bjorn Cederberg in the two factory 
Saabs were never really in contention and 
certainly did not show the others the way 
round as they had done the previous year. 
Poor Eklund was the victim of a rather nasty 
accident just after starting the second hal 
while Blomqvist broke his suspension five 
Stages from the end and was lucky 10 con- 
serve his fourth place from the Finnish Saab 
‘of. Simo Lampinen/Juhani Markkanen. He 
had already lost third to Markku Alen/ilkka 
Kivimaki in the leading works Fiat 124 Spyder 
Abarth who had made a strong come-back 
‘after losing time with a puncture in the early 
stages. 
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ashing badly and 
bsorber mount a few stages from 


's from home while in tenth place. The 


won Group I in a Vauxhall Magnum 


Fiat did very wel 


penalised a minute for 


nd Finnish Saab 
Rainio/Erkki 
team prize but only by 4 qui 


was driven by 


defeating Alci 


of the Group | 
Airikkala/Heikki Haaksiala’ in 
hall Magnum C 


he fone Vaux 
ape entered and p 


Group 2 car 
galling to the BMW. 
bhp 2002 Ti for 


had a full 230 
Achim Warmbold/Jean Tod! 
getting beaten 

ually finished 

second Group 1 car, 
Hamalainen Vel 


Perhaps one of the di 
rally was the early de 


appointments of 
f Markku Saaristo, 


Brian Culcheth 
British Leyland 
Coupe for the 1300 cc 

Quick and reliable Marina was virtuall 


between them and 


hallenged and won the class easily from the 
Norwegian Skoda of John Haugland Asjborn 
Fioene. A sense of battle was missing too 
from the ladies category which started well 
with Eeva Heinonen,Seija Saaristo in thelr 
Volvo 142 $ mixing It with Marketa Okeala, 
Terttu Aho in thelr loaned Flat 124 Spyder, 
The Fiat was definitely getting the better of 


things for twelve stages and the Finnish girls 


were doing times comparable with the two 
Tallan drivers until they Inverted it and put 
themselves out of the rally 

As usual, the Swedish Opels were quick 
nd reliable but they suffer from a lack of 
power compared with the Fiats and Escorts 
as the ceossflow engines are not yet reliable 


enough to use. Anders Kullang/Claes-Goran 
Andersson were the quickest of the Swedish 
Opels and for most of the rally were hotly 
pursued for a place in the top ten by Ari 
Vatanen/Alf Krogell in a Finnish Ascona 
until Vatanen lost a wheel five stages from 
home. Bjorn Waldegaard/Arne Hertz managed 
to keep the other Finnish Opel driver. Hannu 
Valtsharju/Risto Anttila, at bay, while Bror 
Danielsson/Boo Sundberg retired with a 
ken sump before the half-way halt 
This year's 1000 Lakes was a rally wi 
very few retirements and of the 118 starters 
only 30 dropped by the wayside and of 
those, few were sidelined for mechanical 
Feasons, The pace was much hotter than in 


the past couple of years and on such classic 
stages as Ouninpohja where the elapsed time 
is some 14m, the Escorts were 
driving 38 s quicker than the best time 


last’ year. Little wonder then that the 
Prime cause of retirement was leaving the 
Foad, but, as in the past, the rally preserved 
its good ‘record and apart from a couple of 
lovely black eyes belonging to Bjorn Ceder- 
berg, little personal damage was suffered. 
The number of spectators was as high as ever 
and indeed one stage had to be cancelled, 
even though it was at one o'clock in the 
morning as there were too many people on i 
Generally speaking there were more timing 

rs than in the past but this can partially 
be explained by the fact that for the first 
time ever the rally was running with Im 
intervals between” the cars instead of 
the traditional 2m and the marshals were 
finding that they were a bit rushed to get all 
the paperwork done in time. 

Several British crews had made the pilgim- 
age to this classic rally and most of them 
finished and David Thompson/Karen Black- 
burn won the best private non-Scandinavian 


2 


driver award despite a hotly contested speed- _four-kilometre blind up to the ski jump out- finding it hard to stay with the two Swedish 


ing penalty picked up at the same place as side the Lasjavourl Hotel and then down the Saabs. Waldegaard too was not so happy W 
Timo. Makinen. Less fortunate. were Paul back road to the his rally car as he was finding it softer and 
Appleby/Keith O'Dell who "went off and fastest time. ahead Tess easy to control over the jumps than his 
Richard Rowland Howard Cooper who lost's the second Ford. was. ‘discovering that rece car 
Certain class win after being excluded for a gremlin had entered its brakes and far from a 
Tanhigh's bpesd cn the saree tadae trap wig. o. ROving RiGee MiGSiGs Batseea tan: rie Anos Jove toca of 18.6 ts fd ste 
their Skoda'S 110. Newly-weds, David Sutton pal braking effort seemed to be concentrated Mesines,. Mikkel Ent, rhe: Foot meckieics 
and Jill Robinson (now Sutton az well) both en the front right-hand wheel. This was soon {o"make a desperate attempt to find some rear 
competed and though ‘wife plus Kirsti Airik sorted by Bleeding the brakes but they never Drakes and promptly won the next two stages 
Kala led_at half-way in thelr borrowed Alfa regained their former glory and Mikkola drove 34,10 6 from Makinen. However, the other 
Romeo GTV, the Sutton battle was won by the entire rally with a. soft pedal. and 5 L 
the men, David plus Peter Warren in the much brakes on the front wheels despite ever Ternes: Sop Sasa ens Aor ene eon cae 
C/S Eseort RS1600. attempt by the Ford mechanics to find ©  Moxinen got done for speeding in 1970 which 
‘As is traditional, the 1000 Lakes Rally cure. On stage two. Markku Alen was fastest pearly cost him second place that year. Now 
started and finished 'in the town of Jyvaskyla ver the jumps and the battle was really on it’ deopped him out of the lead. Also caught 
with the format being much the same ax the TEINS, [oe {2 che infamous Urpia with hs if, thls, trap were David Thompson in his 


previous year The only change was that the 
midway halt had been slightly lengthened 
give nine hours rest during Saturday while che 
ee ee ee ey ene ene seconds separating them from one another 
ed dropped to conform with the low speed The fourth stage of Ehikki saw the first 
ae erecting GIT ronda in’Finlond The @ramas with Alen, Mikkola and Makinen all 


Mage speed “cn emne. Toad’ sections war's, assaulting the same rock with slightly different 
mere 43 kph (about 27 mph) and thus there Tesults, Makinen way first to arrive and cut 


was little excuse for speeding and in any ° K t 
case the police played it quite fair by having fet to Uncover the rock from its grassy bed 
the speed traps, of which there were about rly collected the benk on the other 
ten during the rally, on main roads and ne de aa a roma. Alex wes, ec 


Vauxhall and Ric 


rd Rowland in his Skoda, 
Thompson was stopped by the police and then. 
according to him, waved on when they realised 
that he didn't speak any Finnish. The police 
later reported him as being a “blue British 
car, probably an Escort, with a number 
starting with 6” 30 he was understandably 
a bit upset at the penalty. Rowland was 
allered to be going fast enough to warrant 
xclusion and though the organisers let him 
continue, he was in fact finally excluded 
which cost him a certain class win after Kal 


lassic up-and-over jump saw the Fords having 
the advantage but there was only a few 


large towns. The terifie contrast between the ™Ofe striking the rock, with hi Miesmaki/Timo Sdaristo blew up their Hillman 
snail pace of the road sections and the thigh — Punciured the tyre and bent both wishbones timo ‘ie was at this point in the that 
speed, uninhibited special stages Is part of the nthe left hand side front. He limped Off A? culcheth/Saaristo, Marina versus Skoda 
1000 ‘Lakes. that. the Finns have. grown he stace losing } mi 20 5 c0 the leaders. Lastly SStu¢ Carve to an, end when the Shoda blew! 
Accept but it is very difficult for drivers more Came Mikkola who cut the corner even further it." nead gasket while holding narrow | 
used to the press-on-regardless type of event Wit bent ‘the ‘atecring arm and also the over the British pair who then went © 
where there is pressure on the competitors ll “osemember "He was Sail second fastest wit the class 
Kine allen iGrtvers.foasd it bard to edjest ond Wind Makiess, Purther down the eid, Yeon Stags. seven was: cancelled: after Makiaen 
bole le ene A pe 9 Colle fer De em leading their class with an 850 Min was thought to be too big a crowd at thi 
sections. Barbesio put K rather well when he until the w off here and rolled it into a finish line but this was probably a bit of 
sald that he could not find any rhythm 10 bot yorunately without any damage to them- a premature decision as it all. 10 quiet 
drive to, selves but the stage had to be held up for when the majority of the competitors drove 
The length of the special stages was a while as ihe bits were swept up. Another through The very ‘narrow. stage nine. saw 
reduced “slightly from previous years ‘but chareer. UI Gronnolm who was in the second Makinen 2s. quicker than Mikkola with Alen 
there were atl 36 of them Including works Datsun ‘Violet bur thie a mushvod ver: Im between them and It Is some measure of 
many of the well known stages from previous Son as compared with Harry Kallstrom's 16- how quick these three were going in that this 
allies, ‘There were some new ones and these valver, ended his rally here when he left the Is normally considered to be © Saab stage and 


were mostly fairly narrow and bumpy in an road. However, on the first three stages he indeed Blomqvist, Rainio, Lampinen and 
fattempt to get away from the wide, fast een doing the ten and Eklund were the four next fastest cars. Stage 
stages that ‘nave characterised the event in ‘on sta sequal fifth fastest gen was quite dramatic in that both Makinen 
the. past with Stig Blomqvist. Exactly why he went off and Mikkola left the road on the same jump 
Scrutineering was on the morning of is a bit of a mystery but it looked as Mf a though again Makinen, being first car only 
Friday which was alto the day of the start puncture might have initiated the accident grazed the ditch while Mikkola, who under. 
Dut the big event had been a charity football as there was little other cause visible. Steered a bit further under braking, sought the 
match to raise money for handica Simo Lampinen was regretting trying to get complete refuge of the ditch and felled a 
children and this took place on Thursda a little more horsepower from his Saab engine ouple of bushes and a mailbox before regain 
evening. It was to be between two teams of by removing the air filter elements and re- ing the road. That cost him 9 s to Makinen 
Finnish and Swedish rally drivers and despite jetting the carburettors as it had caus; and it was Alen who had fastest time. Leo 
there being very little publicity, it got an torque of the engine to suffer and he wa Kinnunen had a misfortune here in that the 
audience of 1,500 people in the stadium in 
Jyvaskyla. The Swedes were definitely the ima Lampinen finished in fifth position despite spinning und stalling on a stage. 


‘most professional turning out in yellow T- 
shirts and socks and blue shorts while the 
Finns were mainly attired in Nomex trousers 
‘and. driving shoes. Rather predictably, the 
Swedes won two-nil and had it not been for 
Per Eklund’s ability for getting offside almost 
often as Stig Blomqvist and some fantastic 
saves by Hannu Mikkola in the Finnish goal. 
It could have been a much heavier defeat 

After that, mere rallying would seem anti 
climatic but for Alcide  Paganelli it was 
traumatic. Leaving scrutineering, literally as 
he changed gear to go out on to the road, 
his 16-valve Fiat engine blew up and 
presented the Fiat mechanics with the nice 
Uttle post-lunch job of putting in a more 
normal 1782 ce twin cam engine before the 
start at six o'clock, Paganelli and Kinnunen 
‘were to have been’ the two driving the 16. 
valve engines but now it was only che Finn that 
had the dubious privilege. Raffaele Pinto had 
non-started since damaging his hand with a 
model aircraft propellor in Maly some weeks 
ago and Barbasio had been recalled from 
practice for the Tour de France to take his 
place. Antti Ojanen was given the fifth works 
car while a practice car, suitably refurbished 
was lent to Marketta Oksala, The only other 
drama from scrutineering was with the DTV 
Vauxhall which was alleged to have illegal 
fodine headlamps and it was possibly the 
forceful answering of this silly point that led 
to a scrutineering hassle at the finish 

The first stage on the rally was the usual 
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him il 
While 
with 


Maribor 
‘couple 


problems led” w 
4999 points with Makinen 24 behind h 


Blomqvist. thanks to his. last few. 
18. behind Maki 
Alen with Eklund 20°» 


There was quite a gaj 
nen and Rainio who were not » 
front of Kinnunen that they could 
white Kull 


incredible Al 
just Is ahead of Warmby 
The second half of the 
o'clock Saturday aftern 


The *Ford mechanies whinped the box 

m the car at the next service and pe 

nism from an old Safari b 
lacing it int 


Even with high-p 


22 
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hoping for the lucrative private owner's award 
However, they were to leave the road on 
24 and got stuck in a ditch after a particularly 
nasty downhill right-hander concealed by 
brow—of course! It was on this very long 
stage that Mikkola set the first of four fastest 
times that were to clinch the rally for him. 
Initially everyone thought that he had lost a 
minute to Makinen on stage 25 when the 
marshal's time card showed that he had taken 
@'m 56 5 instead of 8 m 58 s. It was a crest 
jen marshal that rushed in to admit that he 
had meant to alter the seconds to 58, which 
was correct, but instead changed the minutes 
on his check-sheet. Fortunately the card from 
the car showed the correct time. 

‘Alen was now catching Blomqvist and the 
two were going hell for leather. A bad jump 
‘on the narrow stage 29 caught out Blomqvist 
fand though he lost no time, he did destroy 
the front shock absorber mounting and had 
to complete the rally with no absorber at all 
fon the front right-hand side. This caused him 
to lose sufficient time to let the charging Alen 

‘Airikkala had 


through to third place by 10 
‘a front shock absorber 

take things a littl 

Group 1 category well in hand and his rear 
axle was sounding just a little noisy. Poor 
Harry. Kallstrom was having an unhappy 
rally as his Violet was not going at all well 
fand he was lucky to get it into the first 20 
times on a stage, The problem mainly seemed 
to lie with the engine which for no apparent 


reason was losing power and nothing the 
Japanese mechanics were able to do could 
hnelp it 


‘Ari Vatanen/Alf Krogell brought their ex. 
tremely impressive run to an end on stage 31 
‘when their Opel Ascona broke a halfshaft and 
the broken bit plus the wheel flew off and 
left them no choice but to take to the trees 
The car was not too badly damaged but there 
‘was no question of continuing. 

The French BMW 2002. Ti 
Dorche/Pierre Gertosiox, two 


of Christian 
rallymen frm 


Gap, had been going well if carefully until 
stage 33 wher 


they cought the bottom of 
sd fuel tank and ripped a hole 
in it. Determined to carry on, they rigged up 
@ S-iitre can from inside the car which fed 
the petrol pump direct and were lucky 
enough to get help from the service crew of 
Heikki Enomaa/Matti Honkavaara who were 
driving an ex-factory BMW 2002 Ti, Enomaa 
himself did very well and though not having 
the power of Warmbold's car, was able to 
finish just over @ minute behind him 

‘So the rally finished with an excellent 
one-two for Fords who have shown once 
(in that their development and their drivers 
just that bit ahead of the opposition and 
bodes well for them to complete a hat-trick 
fon the RAC Rally, Apart from those class 
Winners already mentioned, Pentti Karha/ 
Seppo. Siitonen did extremely well to win 
thelr Group 1 class with a Chrysler Avenger 
land. were indeed only four places behind 
Airikkala. The performance of the Russian 
Moskviches and Ladas was more impressive 
than usual and there are now definite signs 
that they are successfully developing their 
engines while such things as wider rims and 
Wheel arches are now in evidence. But still 
the main feature of the 1000 Lakes were its 
Superb stages and the friendly hospitality of 
the Finns, over 4000 of whom gave up their 
time to help in the running of this rally 
under the direction. of rally chief, Mauri 
Lindell, who works 12 months a year to pro: 
duce this excellent event. 


The victorious Escorts line-up after the finish festooned, as are most Finnish rally cars, with 
advertising. 
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Dawson takes the Stapleton Imp round Woodcote the quick way. resisting the temptation to set i 


Andy Dawson’s Tour Imp 


Some reasons Andy Dawson protfers for his 
Tour of Britain class winning performance 
include that he has a very heavy right foot 
and that the brakes might have been discon- 
nected. Typical comment from Mr Dawson. 
fa driver who in reality takes his bus 
Quite seriously. Only 27 years of 
and only. rallying sirce 1971, 

fon has fast built a reputation for 
quick driving which was soon joined by 
‘an acknowledgement of his practical approach. 
Dawson started with an Imp and has con- 
tinued to be strongly associated with 
Chrysler, or Chrysler powered, products ; Ford 
being his only other make. 

The choice of an Imp Sport for the Avon. 
Motor Tour of Britain followed a simple 
logic. From the total number of starters 
there could only be five winners of classes 
with one overall, Dawson chose the class 
with the least opposition, so that meant 
mixing it with the tiddlers for the Tour. The 
car, entered by London Chrysler Dealers 
Stapleton Motors of Holloway Road, certainly 
had a non-standard look about it. Jet 
black isn’t included in the Imp colour range 
and It turns out that the car was supplied 
via a Glasgow Chrysler dealer and it otarted 
fe rather inauspiciously as a cancelled special 
order. The Sunbeam Imp Sport had all 
the usual bits fitted to bring It up to require- 
ments for the Tour then had all the other 
bits fitted which might make it go more quickly. 
Basic parts included a roll cage, or half 
eage (no protection over the front roof or 
screen pillars) from Club Equipment, Britax 
full harness belts, Ferodo VG95s, a laminated 
screen, Autolec battery master switch and 
suitable fire extinguishers. Dawson modifi 
cations included changing the carburetors 
back to CDS from Stromberg CD3, blue- 
printing the engine, ripping out sound dead. 
ening and carpets and giving the engine a 
drink of Wynn's. The car also used closer 
ratio gears from Chrysler Comps and racing 
springs with Koni competition shock absorb- 
ers. On the event the distributor had to be 
changed to a previous type. Dawson's own 
lightweight seat and personal steering wheel 
were fitted. Those changes to specification 
all sound pretty fair—too innocent by far! 
However, thinking with the assumption that 
not one single car entered for the Tour was 
hand-on-heart straight, then I would guess 
that Andy would have done nothing more 
sinister than the others . . . especially after 
that nasty Escort business last year. The car 
was complete after the addition of “Stapleton 
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Motors, North London” to the rear quarters 
and windscreen; Avon Stickers (the Imp used 
‘Avon Wide Safety cross-plys throughout) and 
the addition of a coupe of large BP labels 
as Dawaon is supported as a driver by British 
Petroleum. VLM 850M was ready to do battle 
over the five circuits and 12 stages of the 
Tour of Briain. 


‘The Sunbeam Imp Sport won its class 
by the largest. margin of any. Apart from 
the unexpected replacement of the distributor 
after the Bristol overnight halt and one dam: 
aged tyre all went, as they say, according to 
plan, Bodywise it wasn't quite the same 
pristine car that started out from Birmingham. 
A crashing Toyota, several Moskvich inci- 
dents and one sheep-on-Eppynt all helped 
to prove the value of insuring your car with 
lan Bracey. Avrosrort tried the car a couple 
of weeks after the event. In fact even the 
dit and dents were still there; Stapleton 
using the car as an attraction in thelr show 
fooms, ‘not wishing it to be washed or 
straightened as that might have spoilt the 
whole effect. The car was sampled around 
Silverstone club circuit on a very wet after- 
noon. Before taking the car out to warm it 
up Dawson increased the tyre pressure to 50 
Dsl, which gives che cross-ply Avons a very 
Square profile and produces a ride, in com- 
bination with the competition springs and 
dampers, which is quite different from the 
standard vehicle. Taking the car out the 
first thing I noticed (apart from being a 
very conspicuous gnome in shirt sleeves) 
was the free feel of the engine. The 


sideways below 


water temperature was wel 
scale from Andy Dawson's laps and 
during races on the Tour he had to utilise 
the heater blower to keep it within bounds; 
with my driving this was not necessary. Look: 
Ing around for the rev-counter before real- 
ising that the Imp Sport hasn't got one 1 
was wary about letting the revs go too far 
before changing up. Remembering what little 
I know about Imps I dismissed the thought 
A balanced standard engine wouldn't need 
any minding, For 875 cc the little Stapleton 
car had power, not much, but considerably 
pokier than 1 would have imagined. Braking, 
‘was without flaw. Coming round Woot 
cote for the first time I crept along very, 
very gingerly. No front going straight on 
Tumble and vibration as the whole car slides— 
just nothing. Obviously I was travelling far 
too timidly and the car went round as if on 
proverbial rails, Subsequent laps showed just 
how well the car handled (or coped with a 
driver who infinitely prefers fwd) at other 
corners; Woodcote was just too greasy on 
the line for my confidence and 1 would 
rather ‘not have damaged Mr Dawson's car 
against the sleepers there. 
It may sound silly, but that car Gust an 
sconomical little Imp Sport, GI with the odd 
exception) was very good fun after a while 
‘and it was only the needle of the fuel gauge 
showing empty, inaccurate as it turned out, 
which terminated the drive, It might be 
Vogue to jump on the Imp bandwagon but 
T'left thinking that, for the money, there 
can't be much opposition to consider if you 
can only go rallying on a shoe string. If you 
fare good you should win your class nearly 


every event you enter. 
IAN SADLER 


rally-style for the camera at Copse. This technique could really upset the opposition. 


GO FAST 
GO SAFE 
GO SAAB 


WILLIAM B. COWAN LTD. 


Tol: Tranent 610492 


HAMPSHIRE SSAMAMEB DEALERS 


Hame tin 
(of BASINGSTOKE 
he 


AU mode! 
‘eMOnen 


CAMBUSLEA GARAGE 
(G. & D. Stewart) 
SAAB AGENTS FOR AYRSHIRE 
New and secondhand Saab 
‘models in stock 
Tol: Ayr (0292) 66146 
ibusiea Garage, 
“Ayr. Scotland 


KIPPEN MOTORS LTD. 


MAIN STREET, 
KIPPEN, BY STIRLING 
Tel: KIPPEN 287 


WINS 


RALLY OF THE THOUS, 


4th, 5th & 7 


HIGH LANE AUTOS 


High Lane, Tunstall, 


GRACE & SUTCLIFFE LTD. 
Lawkholme Lane, 
Keighley, Yorks 

Demonstrations available on all 

1odels. 

Telephone for appointment 

Keighley 2225 


WATERWAYS Rock Bay (Motor Bodies) Ltd. 
LEEK ROAD, 
PLYMOUTH ROAD, BURBAGE, 
TAVISTOCK BUXTON 
Tavistock 2883 TEL: 0298 2494 
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EAM AWARD 
iD LAKES—FINLAND ay 

S 
, OVERALL S$ 


TOWARD SERVICE STATION 
(Les Allen) 


Toward Road, 
Sunderland 
Tel: 0783 77538 


CRICKLEWOOD 
AUTOMOBILE CO. 


Shoot-Up-Hill, 
Cricklewood, London NW2 


Tel : 01-452 4803 


RIVERSIDE GARAGES 


(BOURNEMOUTH) LTD, 

164 BARRACK ROD, 
pos CHRISTCHURCH, HA 
Most, Compeniion ‘parts, avaiable. for 


BIRMINGHAM & SUTTON COLOFIELD 


EACHELHURST GARAGE 


Eachethurst Road, 
Erdington, 


BECKETTS OF ELTHAM 


23/25 Courtyard, 
Eitham, London SE9 5PR 


Tel : 01-850 4840 


Tor Saab in 
RIVER GARAGE LTD. ORBIT MOTORS JOHN WILKINS MACCLESFIELD 
MOTOR ENGINEERS) LTD 
London Réed, EAR HARNEY: (MOTOR ENGINEERS) LTO |] W. &M. J.S. (Motors) LTD. 
Old Stratford, WANTAGE, Cheltenham, Brook Street Garage, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks BERKS. Gloucs Lynne 
Tel: Stoney Stratford 2194 Tel : 023-587 251 Chettenheen (6242) eae ta: Oh eaee 


AUTOSPORT. AUGUST 8, 1974 


SILVERSTONE 


Frank’s damp return 


By BOB CONSTANDUROS Pictures by ROBIN REW 


Silverstone’s meeting on Sunday promised to be the best that club racing could evs 
‘and sadly turned out to be a damp—no, a very damp squib. Through no fault of anyone 
but the man who dictates the weather, their really fabulous super saloon car race, with prize 
bby Silverstone Circults themselv 


money of £500 put 
‘weather, and then t 
been in’ the dry. However, an intere 
‘ond placed men, Frank Gardner 
jeclal saloon, or Superioons as we ai 


crowd saw was good, and it Is only a shame that this ry 


been struck with so much rain for so long. 

It became pretty apparent to the organis: 
ing club, the BRSCC Midland centre, that they 
were going to have weather trouble for it 
had rained at the circuit since early morning 
Huge puddles formed in the spectator areas 
and anyone who wert off on the exit of Wood: 
cote would have needed a life raft to regain 
dry land. Practice was delayed from the 
11 o'clock start, and finally, after 1 o'clock, 
the Triplex production saloon cars went oui 
when the ted somewhat, then the 
Superioors, and finally the Mexicos. While 
these practices were going on, the BCC For 
mula Ford contenders were meeting the RAC 
steward to determine whether they too would 
race, for with these light cars, the possi- 
bility of aquaplaning was a real’ danger, and 
finally, as the rain continued to fall, but row 
more gently, they decided that it would be 
too dangerous and the meeting was shortened 
to the three saloon car races. 


Therefore, when the flag fell at 3 o'clock. 
it was the Triplex Production saloons which 

round the circuit for 10 laps. Practice 
was fairly academic in the circumstances, but 
Suffice it to say that poleman, Malcolm West. 
didn't appear in his Camaro’ when it failed 
to start in the paddock with water in the 
wrong places. So it was the fellow Camaro 
peddlers of Brian Pepper and former Capri 
man John Brindley, now in the ex-Stovir 
Bradford car, out in the lead, while second 
fastest front row man, Malcolm Wayne, made 
@ poor start. Thus into third jumped Derrick 
Brunt in the Hendor Way Sports Cars’ Mag- 
‘num, although in his class, Rex Greenslade 
had been faster but failed to select the right 
gears at the start. By lap two, Wayne was 
Starting to climb up the lap charts challeng. 
ing Brunt for third, while Pepper was slowly 
losing Brindley. Lap three, ard the Wayne 
Camaro was in third, while behind Brunt 


im feature about the result was th 


on lap 2. 


Barrie Williams by lap five, while two 
later, the Wayne Camaro went off at Becketts 
rejoining just behind these two. At Woodcote 


produce, 


lost a lot of the entry through the 
rally less close than it might have 

the first and 
cars, and not 


Barrie Williams’ GN Magnum and Greenslade 
were locked in a pretty hairy battle which 
Saw Greenslade drop down the lap chart 
when they had a nudging match at Becketts 
and Greenslade spun asa result 

‘At the back of the field, there was a pretty 
good battle for the smailer class with the 
Tony Stubbs Moskvich leading at frst from 
the Honda Civic of Alan Greeahalgh and 
Tim Dodwell, both entered by ADM. Jock 
Robertson made up good time from the back 
of the grid in his Magnum and was behind 


Bob Saunders finds the Woodcote " marsl 
‘on the same lap, Greenhalgh took a wide line 


that looked to be his last in the race but man- 
aged to overtake Stubbs for the small class. 


Tim Dodwell staggers across the finishing line after his Datsun had found contact with a 


Moshvich at Woodcote 


Triplex 


——— 
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David Howes put on @ good show coming from the back 


‘Supertoon event. 


moment behind the leader on 

‘but all was well, and 
thave how they fished. Brunt. took ‘third, 
while also on the pecultimate lap, Williams 
and Robertson had a side by side manoeuvre 
‘at Woodcote which spelt victory for Robert 
son and fourth overall. 

Tn the three-car Avenger class, Alan Min- 
shaw and Bill Sydenham were again locked 
in combat throughout, with Syderham leading. 
more laps than Minshaw, but it was the 
Jatter at the finish by 0.6. The small class 
was taken by Tony Stubbs, just, by 0.25, 
while the Dodwell Datsun Cherry behind team: 
mate Greenhal id to reverse out of its 
position in the side of the oft spinnirg 
Moskvich of Jeff Hazelwood of Jemwood, to 
take its third in class. 

‘Superloon practice had seen a number of 
competitors show their dislike for the condi- 
tlons, for several cars never came out of the 
paddock for practice including Zekia Redjep's 
Escort, Martin Kert’s Rapier, Martin Thomas’ 
Camaro, while neither Ian Richardson's Cor- 
vair nor Chris Meek's Skoda never arrived, 
but the latter driver no longer possesses a 
competition licence. In the wet, however, 
‘everyone was given a shock for there, on pole 
position, was the smallest car of all those 
likely to start: Peter Kitchen’s 1.3 Allen- 
engined Mini, running on 12in wheels. The 
Wet conditions had suited the car, and it 
posted a 1m 214s, Beside it, and behind 
Came as formidable array of big litre machin- 

‘as one will find anywhere. Exactly 25 
jower in the pouring practice was Frank 
Gardner, making a very welcome return to 
British club racing in the SCA Freight Camaro 
with 7.0 of power to harness or the circuit 
While completing the front row on Im 24 
was Gerry Marshall in the Ventora, sportin 
‘@ new engine which Gerry explained was mi 
firing. 

‘The second row was kicked off by Mick 
Hill in the Tricentrol Capri on 1m 255, with 
Doug Niven in the SMT 5.7 Escort alongside 
on Im 28%, Nick Whiting’s beautiful Escort 
started the third row being given a good 
chance for this race with his power, while 
‘Tony Hazelwood’s Daf-Rover and John’ Pope's 
‘Aston Martin-powered Viva completed that 
row. Joh Turner's 5,0 Skoda-Chevrolet was 
next up beside Brian Thackeray's 1.9 Escor: 
BDA. The next row only had Dennis Nott 
Capri, for both Tony Strawson and Ford Fai 
con pilot Malcolm Stevens elected not to sta 
‘after practice. Colin Hawker's Capri, Bill Cox's 
‘similar car, Peter Shelton's Cortina and finally 
David Howes in the 6.4 Javelin, which prac- 
Used out of session, completed the grid. Of 
course, one could ‘include in the litreage 
stakes the 5.3 of Silverstone’s fire-tending 
Jaguar, but the average stood at 4.6 per car 
without it. 

Even at flagfall, the Mini made a good 
start, but was taken quickly by the Capri of 
Mick Hill, although by Copse, it was Gard- 
ner from’ Marshall, Hill ard John Turner's 
Skoda, with the Mini next up. At Becketts, 
Marshall was making a determined effort to 
get by Gardner and behind Hill, both Hazel- 
‘wood and Pope had got by the cheeky Mini. 
As the two leaders came into Woodcote to 
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complete the first of 25 laps, it was clear 
that Marshall would do all he could to make 
‘@ race of it, and grabbing the inside line, he 


outbraked last year's G2 champion to take 
the lead as the two big cars snaked out of 
Woodcote on a drying track. Mick Hill had 
Niven's Escort to contend with, followed by 
Turner, Kitchen, Whiting, and Howes, the 
latter already making good progress. 

By Becketts, Gardrer was back in the lead 
and had pulled out fractionally on Marshall 
by the end of lap two, while Howes had di 
posed of both Whiting and Kitchens Mini 
Niven disappeared on this lap when part of 
the petrol cap dropped into the tank, was 
sucked through the system and blocked the 
pump. He was to reappear a few laps late 
but orly to motor back to the pits. Gardner, 
driving really masterfully, had ‘pulied out a 
little more on the next lap, and the only man 
who seemed to be making progress, David 
Howes was up to fourth in the Javelin on lap 
three. Lap four saw the end of the Marshall 
challenge, for coming into Woodcote, late 
braking as much as possible to stay, in touch 
with Gardner, the friction pad broke a 
Trom the backing. plate, the car. turned left 
into. the Armco and ‘everyone's favourite 
Vauxhall was a sorry mess at the end of 


Roger Bell leads Mike Freeman and Colin 
Vandervell early’ in Mexico thrash. 


the straight 


It’s fortunate, 
‘Armco had been! fitted, otherwise the car 
might have gone into the back of the grand- 
stard, which happened to a driver in last 


indeed, thot this 


year’s Six Hour Relay, receiving nasty in- 
juries. 
Whiting had caught well up with Turner's 
‘Skoda for fourth but as David Howes took 
Second from Mick Hill under a stationary 
yellow at Woodcote, the yellow Escort came 
in to retire, having run over part of Mai 
shall's car, damaging a rim and causing a 
puncture. So the pattern settled down with 
Gardner well out in front, David Howes next 
from Mick Hill and John ‘Turner, while Tony 
Hazelwood was next, having passed Kitchen’s 
Mini. As early as lap seven, the rest were 


ions left at this stage of the 
race were whether Howes could make any 

jpression on Gardner, the answer being 
no” at this stage of the race, and whether 
either Turner or Hazelwood, could catch Hill 
‘The former began making good progress and 
closed right up, despite the sort of moment 
‘at Woodcote which destroyed his superb 2.0 
Escort last year. The latter found the Daf a 


etle too light and after three excursions, 
decided to cruise round to fifth place in front 
of Kitchen’s Mini. Turner's progress was con- 
siderable, but as he got really close, less than 
a second away, Hill started to do ‘something 
‘bout it and the gap at the end was 3's. This 
dicirg made them also close up on Howes, 
but there was a fairly safe gap. So Gardner 
cruised home to his £200 first prize, a popu- 
lar victor and his smoothly, unruffled driving 
style, easily visible through the open driving 
window of the left-hand drive Camaro, earnt 
him the Allied Polymer Group Driver ‘of the 
Day award. Hazelwood was an easy fifth from 
Kitchen, who had a trouble-free drive, and 
into seventh came the DFV-ergined Capri of 
Colin Hawker. another not to revel in the 
conditions. 

Closing proceedings, with the __non- 
appearance of the Formula Fords, was a 
round of the Mexico challenge, Setting the cat 
among the pigeons, in staffman Gordon Bruct 


‘Toric-sponsored car, was Motor Editor Roger 
Bell, exactly a second quicker than Colin 
Vandervell, while Mike Freeman completed 
the front row. Vandervell was pretty quickly 
squeezed out of the rurning at first, with Bell 


Tony Hazelwood's Daf leads the pole winning 
Mint of Peter Kitchen, 


leading Freeman at Copse, with Vandervell 


‘4 Geoff Evans next after David Da Costa 
mn wide at Beckett losing four pia 


“her next time round while Nell McGrath 
came up for fourth with Geoff Evans next 
having fought out of a big bunch, Into Wood- 
cote on lap (wo, however, Bell and Freeman 
sorted one another out down the straight, Bell 
on the inside and Freeman outside, wher who 
should come sailing between them but the 
Mexico King Vandervell and the lead was his. 
It would be hard for anyone to get it back 
from him, but by the next lap, he had dropped 
the other two marginally and proceeded. to 
pull away to win. As Gordon Rigby committed 
8 couple of indiscretions which must have 
made both Peter Ripley and Dennis 

none too happy, but led to Rigby's 
Fetirement with’ a damaged no. 

and third placed men squabbled about the 
position, the inside line at Woodcote seem- 
Ing to lead to the prize money, until Bell 
showed that the outside one was just as 
good and ultimately claimed the position. 
McGrath was a steady fourth throughout, and 
Geoff Evans drove a sensible race into ‘Afth, 
ig off Derek Speight at the end. 
good racing, despite the weather 
which resorted to rain again after racing 
ended, and as this meeting has had rain 
trouble for the past two years, perhaj 
programmers should give Silverstone a miss 


The key to your new SAA 
iswaiting. 


Ace Motor Company 
18-23 Radley Mews 
Stratford Road 
LONDON wa 

Tel: 01-937 5691 


Ballards Garage 
204 Ballards Lane 
Finchley 
LONDON N3 

Tel: 01-346 6697 


Belsyre Garage 
75 Woodstock Road 
OXFORD 

Tel: Oxford 57028 


Black and White Garage 
Cold Ash 

Near NEWBURY 

Berks 

Tel: Hermitage 444 


Breachwood Garage 
The Heath 

Breachwood Green 
HITCHIN 

Herts 


Castle Garage Ltd 
33 High Street 
BERKHAMSTED 

Herts 

Tel: Berkhamsted 5473 


Crown Motors 
High Road 
BUSHEY HEATH 
Herts 

Tel: 01-950 3311 


Here. 


Cricklewood Automobile 
Co Ltd 

Shoot-up Hill 

LONDON NW2 

Tel: 01-452 4803 

C. C. Dillon 

Askett Garage 

PRINCES RISBOROUGH 

Bucks 

Tel: Princes Risborough 3019 


Fairlawn Motor Company 
Fairlawn House 

Victoria Street 

ST ALBANS 

Herts 

Tel: St Albans 62686 


G. A. Flore and Son 
Middletown Garage. 
HAILEY WITNEY 
Oxford 

Tel: Witney 2523 


Garland Motors Ltd 
20 Waterloo Road 
ALDERSHOT 

Hants 

Tel: Aldershot 21056 
Lloyds (Millbridge) Ltd 
Frensham 

FARNHAM 

Surrey 

Tel: Frensham 2002 

The Motor House 

Duke Street 

WATFORD 

Herts 

Tel: Watford 26596 


England's first SAAB distributor 


len 


IMOTORS 
Beaconsfield Road 


Newbury Cars Ltd 
7-9 Fortis Green Road 
Muswell Hill 
LONDON N10 

Tel: 01-883 3394 


O'Dells Garage Ltd 
34 Preston Road 
BEDFORD 

Tel: Bedford 56642 


Orbit Motors 

East Hanney 
WANTAGE 

Berks 

Tel: West Hanney 257 


P.C.E. Motors 
64 Cardiff Road 
READING 

Berks 

Tel: Reading 51724 


River Garage Ltd 

London Road 

Old Stratford 

MILTON KEYNES MK19 6AA 
Tel: Stony Stratford 2194 


Jack Reeder Ltd 
74-76 Maybury Road 
WOKING 

Surrey 

Tel: Woking 65307 


S.A.H. Accessories Ltd 
Linsdale 

LEIGHTON BUZZARD 
Beds 

Tel: Leighton Buzzard 3022 


Seaford Garage 
32-44 Cannon Hilf 
Southgate 
LONDON N14 
Tel: 01-882 3136 


Farnham Common, Slough 
Tel: Farnham Common 2301 
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Purely personal 


Either everyone gets @ bite at th p ’ wquld be a shame if Mara. 
ship cherry or they d nello's ad yecame too pronounced, The 


fuls off into some sort g is its 

= “one can only sac does nothing to re “ i ind a number of 
assume that this The widely held conviction that the CSI and intriguing que Ro unanswered if 
hairbrained gag its constituent bodies (to. wit the RAC!) nt nea the leading cars 
was dreamed up at couldn't organise a bun-fight in a bakery, is sw At Brands Hatch, 
fone of the boorier indelibly underlined by their preposterous puck, an astute observer of form 
gatherings of the willingness 2o sanction a race of any sort. met was agonising about the 
Madison Avenue far less a Formula 1 race. in. Centr Rential of and posed this 
Sports Car Driving Consider. There can be scarcely 50 consecu If only we knew 
and) Chowder ive yards of tarmac in the entire park com: merson would be 
Society.” plex which Is not raddied with craters t have the nerve 


Niki might 


holes and. il ain 
Hatch, by comparison, is 
billiard table) ionsieur Le 


going to. pay 


ity ew ne revnurfacing? Nes we Which way does the 
NORE SCHOLEY sirsedy. And then, what about safery barriers, 


marshaling posts, race contrsl and commun. Oad go, Brian? 


With that agonising ineptitude which has 


characterised so much of its work, the CSi ations, pit and paddock facilities. public It's getting $0 that if you're 4 racing & 
is off on another of Its abortive adventures, ddF€SS system, toilets, grand stands... you who didn't Tid f 

By the grace of Claude Le Geuzec and his §*t {he picture? No way the City is going to the Avon-Mot nto th 
brain-atrophied honchos in Paris, we are, it (FO0t UP for that little lo u've got. bad els. oF 
Sound to ba’ Greeted to a batch of, tom One can only assume that this hai something. Well at, It you 
championship Formula 1 races. Suggested EAE Was dreamed up at one of the boozier so whae't woah. Don from all the chat thst 
Venues are Albi, Mount Fuji and New York's gatherings of the Madison Avenue Sports Car I've been getting from our brave lads who did 
Central Park. The notional purpose of these Driving and Chowder Society. It Isa get their bellies up to the counter, Im halt 
honevents Is to assuage the wrath of those indictment of the CSI that they sh Way convinced that my repertoire of vicarious 
luckless punters who have invested great it any serious consideration hrilis. will remain tn “ 


wads of money in building Grand Prix racers, 
only to discover that they can’t buy admission 


to the Formula One Constructors’ exclusive Egg on my face 


balla : eran 
‘Well, I don't want to get into the relative ay nn“yisdy ‘3, S precarious, sort of occupation . the evel 
merits ‘or demerits of that particular dog- Stine Best of times. A couple of weeks ago. met speaking, I'll need something 
fight: Tim sure that Teddy Yip. Bob Harper, Sit, with the evidence of Zandvoort sult frost i oi 
the inscrutable Mr Maki et al ere big encugh — {S,,2,,nd. I erected & headstone for. the A. musician mate of mie who has this 
fand asm enough to work out telr own Garworte DFV in there columns, Since then, is hang-up with 
Salvation. But hell's teeth, they must have Mens peterson and Scheckter have shown 4" handful of a halt bottle of 
oped for the CSI to produce 6 solution to “Ini0,be 4%, little Bit previous by dealing oan Walker For Eppyn 
their problem which was measurably less  frustening, blows, to my, prognomications; i ‘reckon 1 could { pi acens Gu 
half-arsed. Uniess I've missed the point entire- {nthe World Championship. ang my news: Red Label is definitely my kind of poison, Now 
yn the sole purpose for which the Ensign, Spat’, VOrid, Champlonship, and my news: Go" you suppose the Jonnale. W 
‘Token, Maki, Trojen and soon were bulk pS°shauid atk "with Lodbiokes. Right sew, would consider: sponsoring 
was to contest the World Championship Grand f'm ‘consoling, myself with the thougnt that ell with I. With my kind of 
Prix series, It is stunningly irrelevant for the the remaining rounds in the Championship wer the edge and land 
CSI to cook up a gaggle of unrelated events, (with the possible exception of Mosport)  reathalyser at the read) 
t the independant solicitously on the head, ought to favour the Ferraris, and Lauda’s run Thinks. Does Noel Edmonds now cut his 
tnd ‘expect the howls of anguish to subside. of evil luck has to end sometime Nallly with Holy water? 


Racing in the park. Damien Magee in Tony Brown's Brabham at Phoenix Park last year 
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STAPLETON MOTORS 


You've read all about our 
Group | prepared Imp in this 
issue of Autosport—now come 

round and see us for all 

competition parts and 
preparation for Chrysler IMPS, 
AVENGERS AND HUNTERS 


for all your RACING 
and RALLYING needs: 


STAPLETON MOTORS 
STAPLETON HOUSE, 
HOLLOWAY ROAD, 

LONDON, N7 
TEL: 01-607 5851 


For SAAB 


go to 
By Pass Garage 


Southbourne 
Road, 

St. Austell, 
Cornwall 
Phone: 
(0726) 
3274 


FOR SAAB IN NORTHERN IRELAND 


NORMAN THOMPSON 
MOTORS 
250-252 Donegal Road 
Belfast 12 
TEL 0232 21019 


SEE SAAB IN THE WEST AT: 


5. A. CAR SALES, 
"cwMABRAN 


WAN, D. SWIFT GARAGES, an 
7eL: CWMBRAN 67313, 


BRISTOL BSt OLS 
‘TEL: BRISTOL 27166 (5 lines) 
THE BRIDGE GARAGE. 
‘Simewron 
TEL: SHMEWTON 349 

CADENHAM senvices. more esaToR: 
sbunY Xeni Cane 
TEL: CASTLE CARY 310 and 478 
TRYNIX MOTOR CO. 
mon treet gree 

‘Tek GLouceste ret: SWINDON 23233 

GLOUCESTER ROAD GARAGE 

RENCES Te 

TEL: CIRENCESTER 3262/5 

GROSVENOR GARAGE (BATH) LTD, 


JOHN WILKINS, 
(MOTOR ENGINEERS). 
‘CHELTENHAM: 

TEL; CHELTENHAM 24348 


JET MoroRs, 
TEL: GAM #2 2280 pevizes 


Ter: Devizes 3331 
LACEY AND THOMPSON, 
TeL: STROUD 2861 


HUTTON MOTOR COMPANY. 
MUTTON. 
yesTgh SuPer sane 


GO SWIFT - GO SAFE 
GO SAAB 
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Correspondence 


The editoris not bound to agree with readers'opinions 


Time to make 
Snetterton safer 


Now that there have been several bad acci 
dents on the Snetterton "New" circuit, isn’t 
it time thar something was done with # view 
to a safer future for drivers, particularly of 
Single seaters, who race on it 

Many already appreciate the work done on 
the exit of Russell Bend, but what of the 
dangerous complex of bends at the end of 
the new back straight? Surely it is not an 
‘deal situation when @ pack of fast moving 

cles come to the end of a long straight 
{o find a fast let followed by a right and then 
being ¢unnelied under a very solid bridge. A 
few inches off the tarmac, which isn’t uni 


in of dieing: Formula ‘Fords, and 
there Is a good chance of another serious 
accident. 


We are sure that many drivers feel the 
same way about this particular area of the 
otherwise fine Snetterton circuit and with 
such a popular, highly competitive meeting as 
the Formula Ford Festival coming later in 
the year, couldn't something be done to 
reduce the risk to the lives of many people. 
Conversely, maybe the Formula Ford Festival 
should be held ag another circult, or perhaps 
‘may be reason to cancel it’ altogether. 
competitors would be 
10 some reason from the 
potentially 
dangerous situation was ever devised in these 


days of safer, motor racing Long live 
Jackie: Stewart! 

Banky Horwooo, Tire Nexpett, Pever 
Wore, Jorn Bricitt, Sv FOX, RICHARD 
Worn, ‘SunneY Moncay. 
Uncomplimentary 
Commentary 


I am glad that Mr Cordy (Correspondence 
July 25" issue) found Anthony | Marsh 

‘commentary on the Rothmans Formula 5000 
round at Mallory Park so excellent and well- 
Informed—personally I find him to be easily 
the worst congnentator at British motor- 
facing mectings. He reached his 


his usual trick of not starting to give the 
Brid positions and programme amendments 
until the noise of the engines had started, 
0 that nobody could hear a word. When he 
eventually did decide to give the relevant 
information, he burbled on so slowly, that one 
could only gather about the first two or three 
rows. 

The enthusiasts, like myse¥f, who are the 
backbone of che motor racing public, only ask 


that the grid positions and driver changes, etc, 
fare given out in plenty of time, so that we 
ean hear them without the blare of engines. 


If Mr Marsh is incapable of doing this, then 
Mator Circuit Developments will have to re- 
place him with somebody who will. 


Hircuin, Hears. D. A. WALLACE 


Support Trimmer 


I have noticed, to my dismay, over a number 
of months, a tendency for the journalists in 
the British motoring press to under-rate 
British drivers. The attitude seems to be, if 
he's foreign he must be good, if he’s British 
he can't be 
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This was brought to a head last week by 
an article in Pit and Paddock headed 
“Joker?” which referred to the possibility 
of Tony Trimmer going to Italy to test drive 
Ferraris. The title alone is enough to justify 
what I have been saying. 

How can anyone who wins the F3 race at 
Monaco at his first attempt, in what was 
probably the most competitive year in the 
history of the Formula, be referred to in such 
a way. 1 wonder how many acclaimed drivers 
have won such a high proportion of the races 
they have entered as Trimmer has. The only 
reason that he has not been winning races 
recently is that it has been over three years 
since he raced a truly competitive car 

Perhaps if we had a little more support for 
our own lads, from the media, this ludicrous 
situation would not obtain. How about it? 
SEVENOAKS, KENT, BARKIC. STEPHENS. 


Don't knock Lotus 


T have just read with a mixed feeling of 
aggravation and boredom, the conceited letter 
Published in your issue of August 1 from a 
Tyrrell fan. 

I would like to remind Mr Githam of a few 
facts he either forgot, or chose to omit from 
his list. When the first Tyrrell was introduced 
in 1970, the Lotus 72 as it was then had 
already had a fair amount of success in the 
hands of the late Jochen Rindt. Since then 
the same car has had a considerable number 
of Grand Prix victories with Messrs Fittipaldi 
and Peterson driving. Since then we have had 
the Tyrrell 005 series and now we are on to 
the Tyrrell 007 series. There, Mr Gilham, is 
the real difference. The Lotus 72 is the most 
fabulous Grand Prix car around, and is sti 
competitive in its fifth season of racing. Tel 
me, Mr Gilham, would Tyrrell 001 still be 
that good? No, 1 don’t think it would, not 
even in the hands of the maestro himself 
Jackie Stewart, and after all it was Jackie 
Stewart who notched up the lion's share of 
‘Tyrrells GP wins. The staggering success of 
the Lotus 72 has been shared between three 
excellent drivers, none of whom, however, 1 
would rate as ‘being as good as Jackie 
Stewart. 

Tam not trying to ignore the successes 
which Team Tyrrell have had. But please, Mr 
Githam and anyone else for that matter, don’t 
knock Lotus. Their success in terms of wins 
since 1970 might not meet Tyrrell's, but it is 
the same car racing now as it was in 1970, 
and It still goes well. Surely that record alone 
is worthy of merit. T know all three types 
of Tyrrell have been winners—and to that 1 
say: "Thank you Ken, thank you Derek, 
thank you all the boys down at Ripley. Your 
skill and dedication has provided Team Lotus 
with good healthy competition. Keep it up, 
it’s good for Grand Prix racing. 

And finally to John Player Team Lotus, to 
Ronnie Peterson and Jacky Ickx—oh and Tan 
Scheckter, heartiest congratulations ! 


BourNEMouri, HANTS. MIKE OBERMAIER, 


Irish eyes 


I was astounded when I read the report 
of the normally more accurate Brian Foley on 
the SuperSports race supporting the F5000 
round at Mondello. He claims to be an eye- 
witness to Eddie Regan's passing under a 
yellow flag “at BP bend,” but considering 
that he was disqualified for passing under a 
yellow at Esso. bend it can only mean 
that either Mr Foley didn’t see the incident or 
that Regan passed under a yellow twice (quite 
believable seeing he got a ticking off for a 
similar offence on the day before in practice) 


However, I do agree that mixing these wo 
classes (SuperSports and non-qualifying FFs) 
was not the best of ideas as lap times must 
have differed by more than 15 seconds, but 
the fact does remain that Mr Regan passed 
under a yellow flag—an offence punishable 
by ification, something not always 
country but as soon as it is 
there's uproar about “poor old and 
little thought for the marshals who have to 
tend to such incidents that justify the use 
of a yellow flag; Lord knows, it's hazardous 
enough without two cars travelling abreast. 
DUBLIN, IRELAND. JULIAN SMITH. 


Lauda’s course 


Niki Lauda may well have a great deal to 
complain of about the obstruction in the pit 
lane at the end of the British Grand Prix. 
However as Denny Hulme 

his column in your August 1 
great many other Grand Prix drivers have 
been complaining about this situation at 
almost every Grand Prix for the past two 
years, Doubdless Niki Lauda, in his forma- 
tive days, had his grumble at the “hangers 
on" who caused the obstructions. 

When it became apparent to him that this 
tyre was in the process of deflating, Laud 
had two courses to follow. He could either 
continue the race without stopping, running 
the risk of the tyre rolling off the rim at 
a critical moment possibly causing a collision 
with one of the cars parked on the circuit 
(eg, James Hunt's Hesketh or Hans Stuck's 
March), Some of these cars still had a con- 
siderable amount of fuel on board and any 
resulting accident could have had quite di 
astrous consequences. The second 
Was to go in to the pits immedi 
tyre change. 
well enough to appreciate the limitations of 
the pit facilities and as mentioned above 
would appreciate that at that late stay 
the race the lane would be full of personnel 
both necessary and unnecessary. 


He chose the first alternative which he 
should in my opinion be highly reprimanded, 
‘The fact that he was eventually forced to 
change the tyre merely reinforces this view. 
Had he stopped when he was originally re- 
quired by his pit to do so, there is no doubt 
that he would still have’ been delayed but 
he would have been able to rejoin the race. 

In the circumstances Lauda must have 
been fully aware of all the possibilities and 
the fact that he either overlooked the fact 
that the pit lane was likely to be crowded 
for that he chose to take the risk must mean 
that it would be highly improper for him to 
be restored to the results. While we must 
feel extremely sorry that Lauda should have 
received a puncture after so stirring a drive, 
he must nevertheless remember the age old 
maxim “to finish in the points you first 
have to finish. 

On a different point altogether, may 1 
say how much I agree with Mr Cochran on 
the question of the treatment meted out to 
Geoff Friswell by the RAC. I would advise 
Mr Friswell to consider very strongly taking 
his solicitor’s advice on the possibilities of 
an application to the High Court for an Order 
that the RAC repays the fine on the grounds 
of a very serious breach of the rules of 
natural justice. It is surely high time that 
the RAC was removed as the body controlling 
motor sport in this country. Anyone who has 
Visited the RAC Club in Pall Mall will appreci- 
fate that they are literally incapable of organi- 
sing a “piss up" in a brewery. Mr Delmont 
‘and his cronies may try very hard but are 
just not up to the job. 


C. A. Jennerr. 
StaeaTHam, Loxvon, SW16. 


NURBURGRING SUNDAY, 4th AUGUS 


1ST FREDDIE KOTTULINSKY; 2ND KEIJ 


arc. ARCH MOTOR AND 
c= ~~” MANUFACTURING CO LTD 


SPECIALISTS IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF BOTH MONOCOQUE AND 
TUBULAR RACING CAR CHASSIS IN PRODUCTION QUANTITIES. 
COMPLETE SHEET METAL WORK AND WELDED FABRICATION 
SERVICE TO THE MOTOR AND MOTOR RACING INDUSTRIES. 
PAINTING AND STOVE ENAMELLING. CHASSIS REPAIR SERVICE 
REDWONGS WAY TRADING ESTATE, HUNTINGDON, HUNTS 
Tel : 0480 4502/51116 


MANUFACTURERS OF RACING CAR TRANSMISSIONS 
HEWLAND ENGINEERING LTD 
BOYN VALLEY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 


BOYN VALLEY ROAD 
MAIDENHEAD 


SPONSORS OF THE HEWLAND INDIANAP 
FOR SUPERVEE SILVER CUP CH. 


MAIDENHEAD (0628) 32033 


P LEADER AWARD 
P1974 


ROYALE 
SUPER VEE 
* 


CARS SUPPLIED IN KIT OR COMPLETE FORM 
AGENTS FOR HIEDEGGER ENGINES. 

ROYALE RACING LTD, ROYALE WORKS, LITTLE 
STAUGHTON AIRFIELD, LITTLE STAUGHTON, NEAR 
BEDFORD, BEDFORDSHIRE 
COLMWORTH (023062) 509 


Congratulations to John Morrison for coming 1st out of the 
British contingent on Sunday in his 1974 Supernova 


SUPERNOVA CARS LTD 
FALLEND WORKS, DAUX ROAD 
BILLINGSHURST. TEL: 2767 


For all sales enquiries contact : Jan Williams 


VOLKS 


THE POW 


@ SUPE 


F. VEE RACING, VOLKSWAGEN HOUSE, & 


AUTOSPORT. AUGUST 8, 1974 


PRIZE MONEY TOTALLING £3893 


ROSBERG; 3RD KENNETH PERSSON 


WAGEN 


RVEE 


GHTON ROAD, PURLEY, SURREY. 01-668 4100 


Sul 


The scientific approach to styling 


SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LTD 


Manufacturers, Designers and Stylists in glass 
reinforced plastic. 


jedw fay, 
Huntingdon Trading Estate, 
Huntingdonshire 
Tel: Hunts 53537/8 


MINILITE WHEELS 


TECH-DEL LTD 
32-36 TELFORD WAY 
LONDON W3 
TEL: 01-743 0103 


MINILITE 


SPONSORS OF THE MINILITE SPEEDLAP AWARD 
FOR SUPERVEE SILVER CUP CHAMPIONSHIP 
1974. 


u a 
a a. 
[ ABMSTRONG | 
War 
The world's finest range of suspension control equipment. 


ARMSTRONG PATENTS CO LIMITED 


MELTON, NORTH FERRIBY, 
YORKSHIRE HU14 3HY, ENGLAND. 
TELEP! 


HONE : 0482 633311. 
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CADWELL PARK 


Renault 5s provide the 
entertainment once again 


lingtons of Saltfleetby with a 
their own back garden. The 


‘The Mexicos started the proceedings, sett- 
ing off just after two o'clock in a short-lived 
shower of rain. Colin Vandervell was. first 


Gordon Rigby and Neil McGrath. 
McGrath's car had started well down after 
bending a couple of valves in practice, but 
he'd started the race well enough and was 
past Rigby into fourth place by the end of the 
lap, David da Costa was another driver trying 
to make up for a bad grid position, but he 

jund the 


waved and cheered on by all 
the spectators and worked his way back up 
to 10th by the end. 

‘Out in front Vandervell and Freeman had 
opened up a lead, but McGrath was leaving 


the rest and closing on the leaders. After 
four laps, McGrath was right with them, but 
then the ‘power dropped off as another valve 
Went and he had to settle for third place and 


into the Loop noticeab'y slower and Freeman 
took his chance and went ahead. As Free- 
man went on to win the race, Vandervell’s 
car struggled round to second’ pla 

expiring with a dropped valve. 
McGrath, Rigby took fifth place ahead of 
Bruce. John Waterman ard Peter Ripley went 
into the last lap side by side, but Waterman 
just got sixth place at the finish. 


Much of the interest in the Clubmen’s race 
vanished when Malcolm Jackson's U2 broke 
a driveshaft after four iaps, while lying a 
very close second to Caldwell Smythe’s 
Gryphon, With Jackson out of the race, Smythe 
slowed dowr as his brakes had worn very 
thin, but he was forced to speed up again for 
the ‘last couple of circuits as Barry Smith's 
U2 closed right up on him. Bob Cuthbertson's 
Drummond set the fastest lap while just fail- 
ing to catch Smith in the closing stages. 
Barry Joell was a distant fourth, still sorting 
his new Mk 14 U2, while John Holroyd’s U2 
passed Dave Pattle's U2 with a couple of 
laps to go to take fifth place. Two Modsports 
Sprite were transferred from an empty page 
in the programme and finished with lan 
McCullough’s example in front and a. soli- 
tary Formula Ford got in as well somehow ! 
finished last. 
Graham Wood's Mini Cooper S won the 
special saloon race after being given a very 
hard time by Bill Barrett's Mini, which was 
actually in the class below him. They each 
crossed the start-line in front five times, but 
‘Wood was in front on the one that mattered 
and took the race by three-fifths of a second. 
jarrett won his class and set the fastest lap 
of the race. Tony Dickenson’s 1000 cc Mini 
was a long way behind in third place and 
Jan Rogerson’s 1300 cc Mini stayed fourth 
throughout. Steve Phillips’ Escort was fifth 
until he lost a couple of laps in the pits, 


after which he continued at the back as the 
Sole survivor of the over 1300 ce class. Shaun. 
MeKenna’s Mini won the 850 class easily. 
There was a good entry for the Tate cham- 
pionship Formula Ford race, which was led 
away by Graham Elkington (Royale). Interest 
was focused, however, on the second man on 
the grid, who was Peter Harrington (Cougar) 


last season and out to see whether or not 
he'd lost the touch. At the end of the lap, 
Harrington was out in front and looking con- 


fident as he pulled away from  Elkington. 
Elkington in turn was already opening up a 
gap on the rest of the bunch, led by Michael 
Burdett (Ray). Mick Starkey (Merlyn), Pete 
Clark (Crossle), Pat Davies (Midian) and Nigel 
Haywood (Meriyn). Starkey slipped past Bur- 
dett as they came out of Coppice for the 
second time, but he spun right down to 
14th place a couple of laps later, with Davies 
accompanying him down the lap chart, Starkey 
moved back up to 11th place and then lost 
again at Barn Corner, finishing up with 
damaged nose through hitting the barn doors. 

Meanwhile Clark, who's been delayed in 
practice by a broken valve spring had moved 
into third place and was leaving the rest, who 
were now in the order Burdett, Haywood and 
John Simpson (Nike). Harrington had pulled 
out a good lead in front, but by about half- 
‘way through he was feeling the strain of 
driving a racing car when unfit and starting 
to fall asleep!” As Elkington began to close 
the gap again, Harrington squeezed a bit more 
concentration out and hung on to his lead to 
the flag to score a popular win on his home 
track. Clark stayed third, having been unable 
to make much Impression on the leaders and 
Burdett was fourth. Haywood had been in 
front of Burdett for a while, but a spin lost 
him a couple of places and he finally retired 
with @ slipping clutch. Consequently, Simpson 
finished fifth with Richard Dutton (Titan) 
taking sixth 

Neil McGrath, Maggie Anderson, Stuart 
McCrudden and Mick Hill set off side by side 
for the first bend at the start of the Renat 
5 Challenge race, with the rest of the field 
bunched very tightly behind. By the end of 
the lap, McCrudden was leading Hill and 
Keith Collier with Anderson slipping to fourth 
place with a broken wheel bearing, David 
Hedges up to fifth and McGrath down in sixth 
place frustrated by a comparative lack of 
power. Second time through the Mountain the 
Seder was Hill, Collier, MeCrudden, Anderson 
heading for the pits and McGrath back in 
front of Hedges and Hill had what looked sus- 
piciously like a clear lead. McCrudden man- 
aged to leap-frog back into the lead round 
Barn Corner, but Hill was soon back in front 
and determined to stay there. 

Driving very hard, Hill managed to pull out 
‘a respectable lead as McCrudden dropped be- 
‘ind Collier again and began to be caught 
by Darrell Lord, who had been making rapid 


cenrs 


progress up through the field. On the sixth 
lap, Lord got past McCrudden into third place, 
bur McCrudden soon reversed the positions 
and set about challenging Collier to regain 
Second spot. They went into the ninth lap side 
by side, but Collier fought off the challenge 
and then McCrudden slipped past as they went 
through the Esses and he stayed in front for 
the remaining lap to take a distant second 
to Hilt, Lord just failed to catch Collier for 
third place, while John Chandler came in 
fifth and Hugo Shipley beat Brian Butler to 
sixth place on the final lap. 

‘The Formula Ford consolation race was 
combined with the Libre event to close the 
afternoon's racing and a diverse collection of 
machinery made. the line. Shooting into an 
early lead went Martin Watson's Royale RP15, 
but after eight laps in which he pulled well 
away from ‘second man Richard Wallinger’s 
GRD, he lost all his oil pressure and pulled 
‘off with a big end gone, Wallinger was de- 
lighted to be handed the win in what was his 
first race, his previous experience being con- 
fined to sprints and hiliclimbs, Barry Smith's 
U2 finished a distant second and Les Aylott’s 
Ardua looked like taking fourth until the last 
fap when it cut out going up the Mountain. 
John Bianckley, who'd been closing up to 
challenge Aylott anyway, just managed to 
avoid ramming him with his Scorpion GT and 
went through to finish third as the Ardua 
Coughed Its way round almost out of petrol. 

‘Ted Payne's Brabham BT36 finished fifth 

‘drive up through the 
field and Joe Applegarth's Brabham BT23C 
came in sixth, having dropped down from an 
Hy fourth place when a chronic misfire set 


DAVID GORDON 
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Last year saw the tremendous success of the Opel Commodore in European G1 competition, 
the 28-litre GS/E Coupe proving fast and reliable and doing extremely well in the Dutch 
Snd Belgian G1 championships. It was at the Spa Francorchamps 24-Hour touring car 
race last year when, in this semi-road going trim, a Commodore GS/E finished as high as 


third overall to the pukka works Group 2 Fords and BMWs who 


‘ere competing at the 


same time. Such was the success of the GS/E that with the British national touring car 


championship becoming GI this year, it was evident that an Opel would be an ideal car in 
which to contest the series and, at the same time, looked a likely candidate as an outright 
winner. And that’s exactly what has happened with the newly formed British Dealer Opel 
Team running @ GS/E in the Castrol-sponsored series for Peter Hanson which is currently 


leading its class. 


Photo: Peter Burn. 
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ora. DEALER OPEL TEAM 


BUSHEY HEATH GARAGE 
6/10 HIGH ROAD, BUSHEY HEATH, HERTS 


BIG DISCOUNTS ON ALL OPELS NOW! 
Contact: GORDON STUART or PAUL BITMEAD 
Phone: 01-950 7512 


TAKE AN OPEL 


TEST DRIVE NOW! 


FOR THE VERY BEST SERVICE IN SALES/SERVICE/ 
PARTS AND COACHWORK IN HERTFORDSHIRE. 

Largest stockist of spare parts for Opel in Herts— 
Bodywork facilties with universal chassis jig — 
Servicing facility with the latest equipment and a 
comprehensive stock of new and used Opels for sale. 


McGILL AUTOMOTIVE LTD 
101 HOLYWELL HILL, ST ALBANS, HERTS 
Tel : St Albans 65756/7/8 
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ore. DEALER OPEI 


DRIFT BRIDGE GARAGE 


REIGATE ROAD, BURGH HEATH 
EPSOM, SURREY 


MOST MODELS IN STOCK 
Exports & Diplomatic Sales our speciality 
Phone: BURGH HEATH (25) 52244 


CITY MOTORS 
IFFLEY ROAD, OXFORD 
MAIN DEALERS IN OXFORDSHIRE FOR OPEL 


A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE FOR IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY OF BOTH NEW AND USED OPELS 


TELEPHONE 
OXFORD (0865) 48021 


OPEL IN CENTRAL SCOTLAND 


Full range of cars and spares available 


CONTACT US FOR INFORMATION ON 
THE DEALER OPEL TEAM. 


McKENZIE OF STIRLING LTD, 
KILDEAN MARKET, 
STIRLING. 
STIRLING (0786) 4793. 
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ora. DEALER OPEL TEAM 


JAMES SWALES 


Long Street 
Thirsk 
Yorkshire 


Phone 0845 23152 
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ore. DEALER OPEL TEAM 
Time for a change ? 


FOR OPEL 
Ludwick Autopoint 


Moorlands 
Welwyn Garden City 
Hertfordshire 


Tel : 96-25494 


ora. DEALER OPEL TEAM 
Heaton Park Motors Ltd 


Middleton Road 
Manchester M8 6NB 


CONTACT | contact us aT _| AT 


061-740 2812/6131 


= 


‘Saloons, Coupés. Estates 
Available for immediate delivery 


‘STOREVON 


Largest exclusive 


Opel dealer in Hampshire 
Assuring you of our best 


ox attention at all times. 


SOUTHAMPTON ROAD HYTHE HANTS TEL: HYTHE (04214) 3036 
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JOIN THE FAST GROWING TEAM 
OPEL OWNERS—HERE'S A 
Qo es SELECTION 
KADETT * MANTA ® REKORD 
ASCONA * COMMODORE 

LT )) 


Be first in your class and drive an Opel from 


T. BRADY & SONS LTD 


CENTRAL GARAGE 
203 DUKE STREET 
BARROW IN FURNESS 
Tel: (0229) 24800 


4 DEALER OPEL TEAM 
FOR OPEL IN LANCASHIRE 


WILLIAMS MOTOR CO. 


13/15 ALBION STREET 


MANCHESTER, LANCASHIRE 
Tel : 061-832 8781/6 


STAR for Opel 


Victoria Road 
South Ruislip 
Middlesex 


a 


Elmes (21) following. 


LYDDEN 


F750 winner Kim Perry takes the inside from Don Maynard with Paul Adams (26) and Chris 


Incident-packed racing 


‘Sunday's race meeting at Lydden was one of 
the best seen at this little circult for quite 
‘some time. The racing was close and there 
were plenty of Incidents, a couple of them 
bringing the races to a premature end. The 
‘Thames Estuary AC possibly acted a bit 
rashly with the red flag on these occasions, 
‘and they have been known to get a little 
there’s been 


nasty look 
‘meeting Went very smoothly, the threat 

Ing afternoon rain never materialising 

the last cou ‘clreult 


drainage hole on the inside of Chessons Dip. 
‘There was no protection round the hole which 
was already filled with water and the RAC 
Steward would not let practice start until 
something was done about it. TEAC eventually 
persuaded Chesson to have sleepers piled 
Found the hole so as to stop any wayward 
car. 


David Newman's new DNCS, not looking 
unlike @ minl-Gryphon, took the first of the 
two F750 championship races from start to 
finish. He was’ chased initially by John 
Richardson's earlier DNC3 but he began to 
Jose touch on the fifth lap, and spun into the 
Elbow earthworks a lap later although he was 
able to continue in seventh place. This left 
Rodney Hill's Mystic T2 in second place, Hill 
getting to within 1.65 of the DNC at the 
ind of 10 laps. Another to fall off at the 
Elbow was pole man Colin Jones, whose 
Wizard lost its fourth place on lap two. After 
& terrible start from the second row, Lyn 
Evans’ Centaur went from 10th to third place 
in seven laps which is where he finished. 


‘The second F750 race, again a full grid, 
only lasted seven laps before it was brought 
to a halt after a frightening accident at 
Chessons. Roland Nix spun his WHS and was 
clipped by the closely following Vitesse 3 of 
Tony Buston. The Vitesse went rolling off the 
circuit and only narrowly missed the steel 
ambulance gate. The car came to rest right 
way up on top of the bank, and fortunately the 
driver was only shaken, “Kim Perry's DNC3 
had been leading up to this point from Tim 
Green's Time 3 which was making progress 
on the leader when the race was stopped. 
Green had worked his way up from fourth on 
Jap one, taking third place on the third lap 
when Don Maynard's Maytaur spun out of 
Second place, and second at the expense of 
Paul Adams’ Paladin a couple of laps later. 


for 


‘The first of the saloon car 
1000 ces saw the last race for Terry Attoe 
before he hangs up his helmet to retire. In 
the absence of John Homewood, whose broken 
wrist still forces him out of racing, John 
Watson's Cooper $ stole pole position, but 
from the middle of the front row Attoe led 
into Chessons, and that's where he stayed, a 
second of 80 ahead of Watson. This race didn't 
go its full distance either, for Michael Gib- 
Son rolled his Cooper $ into a ball at Pits and 
the red flag came out again after eight laps 
had been completed. 

Even with the big attraction at Silverstone, 
‘a full entry of Formula Fords was received 
Together with six reserves, although when the 
starter dropped the flag only 12 of the 14 
rid positions were filled. Chris Ings promptly 
Spun his Churchgate Hotel Van Diemen just 
after the startline which also delayed Trevor 
Read's Jamun. Doug Wood's Ginetta took the 
lead from pole, and built up quite a good 
one in the first three laps. However, Don 
Smith's Merlyn Mk 20a, which seems to win 
most Lydden FF races nowadays, hauled him 
in as did Miki Dee's Merlyn Mk 


Elbow on the sixth lap. Eventually, both Smith 
and Dee got inside Wood at Chessons on the 
Penultimate lap and they finished in that 
order covered by a couple of seconds. 

‘The small saloons proved very entertaining, 
with John Oxborrow’s Mini leading initially 


from Bob Shepherd's similar car which has 
scored eight wins from its last 10 outings, 


Mutant Parma 729 Champion 29 tne): 


jmea). "9 m Orde 3. 


so he was out to make it nine out of 11. 
Oxborrow, however, only lasted until lap four 
when he slowed down Hairy Hill and that was 
that as far as his race was concerned. Shep- 
herd couldn't relax for both the Minis of 
Gerry Glass and David Enderby were hard at 
it behind. The Pole Position Accessories car 
found a way round Glass on the seventh lap 
land when the chequered flag came out after 
10 laps they each separated by 0.45. 

‘The Championship Formula Vee race was 
between Brian Uriwin's McNamara and Mal: 
colm Horwood's CM with the rest, led by 
Graham Sinclair's. McNamara, well’ behind. 
Urlwin led for the most part, but Horwood 
took the lead at the start of the penultimate 
lap, the two fractions away from. rubbing 
wheels. In a vain effort to get the lead back, 
Urlwin spun at the Elbow but he was so 
far ahead of Sinclair that he was able to 
gather it all up and restart without losing his 
Place. On lap five, Ray Simpson's JSR wrested 
fourth place from Alan Board's Austro, which 
‘soon got involved in a dice wth Peter Ross 
(Austro) and Peter Wimhurst (Vee Max), the 
three finishing in that order covered by 


the Mini 7 race happened 
faders, Geoff Gilkes (Law- 
rence Mini) and Hugo Hoyle (Oselli Mini). 
‘After much sorting out between Martin Moor- 
head, Robert Addison, Joe Ruble, R. Vanson 
and Mick Collard, all Mini mounted of course, 
things settled down when Vanson had a hairy 
spin at pits on lap seven. Collard did well to 
haul himself up from the back of the group 
to eventually finish fourth behind Addison and 
in front of Rubie while Moorhead was in 
trouble from the seventh lap onwards and 
dropped back to ninth place. 

luck continued on 


Turner had to give way to the Adrian Evans 
machine on the second lap, and looked to be 
able to contend with David Hipperson's JK 
Sportcars Midget until the oll pressure took 
a dive and the Turner retired. Still the 1650 
Ford unit's been in the car for two years 50 
it's done well. Longhurst slowly extended his 
Jead as the rain started to fail although It 
wasn't hard enough to cause too many prob- 
Jems, although Ted Arundell (Midget) and 
Geoff Weeks (Sprite) tried hard to demolish 
thelr cars at Pits and Chessons respectively. 
After a lonely drive, Andrew Major's Sprite 
finished third ahead of Barry Wood's Ginetta 
Imp G15. 

The Allam Motor Services Viva GTs of 
Jeff Allam and John Elliott dominated practice 
for the big saloon car race and looked like 
doing the same in the race as they circulated 
nose to tail. However, Elliott spun at the 
Elbow on the penultimate lap and gently 
nudged the bank, although he was able to con- 
tinue. Allam thus took an easy 10.8 victory 
from Terry Harmer's Cooper S and Kevin 
Williams’ Hiwatt Amplification Cooper S. Mick 
Davies’ similar car was chased hard by Martin 
Staplehurst’s Rover V8-engined Escort, but 
Davies got ahead of Elliott's ailing Viva on 
the last lap to split them. 


PAUL KING 
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AINTREE 


Last Saturday's Aintree Cireuit Club meeting 
Included nine races with good entries but 
generally only mediocre racing with two 
‘exceptions. John Evans chased a slowing John 
Pearson for the last half of the mod sports 
event, the Elan driver taking the lead just 
before the last corner to scratch across the 
line first in a desperately close finish. The 
Formula Ford final for the Blakeford Trophy 
contained more incidents In its 15 laps than 
most of the other races put together. After 
‘Aumerous spins and retirements, the Merlyns 
of Stuart Baird and Mick Starkey went into 
the last corner side by side, touched, Baird 
spun and Starkey crossed the line first. All 
credit to the organisers who started both 
practice and racing late because the circuit 
‘owners let them down over the telephone 
aystem but despite this the last race of the 
busy afternoon started dead on time. 
Mick Starkey's Merlyn Mk 20 led the fir 
FF heat into the first corner but this w 
last time he was to lead a race until the 
corner cf the final for Kelvin Hesketh took 
over in his Stein Lager Merlyn Mk 24 to lead 
@ hectic, seven car battle. Hesketh, Barry 
Warburton (Van Diemen) and Ege Ferguson 
(Nike) gradually broke away, the Van Diemen 
leading on the penult ‘ap but losing to 
the yellow Merlyn by 0.2 s at the line. Starkey 
finished fourth ahead of Mike Wrigley having 
@ one-off outing in Alan Langridge’s new 
Image. Aintree first-timer John Murphy found 
Country Corner sharper than expected and 
‘spun ¢o the tail end, but still qualified his 
Hawke for the final. Stuart Baird led the 
Second heat chroughout in his Sunlight Holi- 
days Merlyn Mk 24 after a troubled practice 
demon start from the second row. Tony 
Williams spun his Duralife Batteries Dulon 
MPIS out of second at Club so it was Irishmen 
in the next three places in the order Alo 
Lawler (Hawke DL11), Eddie Jordan (Crossle 
20F) and Bernard Devaney (Crossle 25F), the 
ist two finiching very close together. 
At Club Comer during the frenetic FF final, 
Warburton leads Baird, Hesketh, Lawler, 
winner Starkey and Ferguson. 


Jim Evans seemed to have the Brook Hire 
special saloon race in his pocket in the absence 
fof the race sponsors’ pair of cars and any 
‘other fast machinery. However, the turbo- 
charged Escort Pinto began to experience 
greater boost from the turbo than fuel pres- 
Sure and its huge lead was whittled away by 
Gerry Gough's 1.3 Howley Cooper S as Evans 
had to ease off. Gough led for the last five laps 
chased by Peter Cartledge’s Holbay ced 
‘Austin A40 which developed a misfire but 
Still managed to win its class. Andrew Talbot's 
‘Triumph Herald was third (there's variety for 
youl) while Gerry Taylor's I-litre Anglia just 
nipped past Phil Hartley's Cooper S on the last 
corner for fourth and second in class. A 
Howley Racing double was completed by 
Brendan Chappel’s 850 class win and lap 
record in his Mini. 

‘The absence of several leading contenders 
‘at the supporting race for the German GP 
reduced the Silver Cup Formula Super Vee 
Championship round to only seven starters, a 
pity on the first visit of these cars to Aintree. 
Chris Barnett duly consolidated his champion- 
ship lead in the Rob Roy DJ Bond Royale 
RPI8A, which has a very special Heiderzer 
motor ‘propelling it, by leading throughout. 
Former Catnic Elden driver Chris Smith made 
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Evans wins by a length 


a good start in David Langley’s ex-Brian 
Henton Crossle 24F but soon fell back from 
second to a safe fourth behind Derek Cook's 
Royale and young Tim Rathmell in che works 
Supernova 74. Rathmell never succeeded in 
passing the more experienced Cook but it was 
hot for want of effort. 

‘Another smallish grid materialised for the 
Sports GT race but this was compensated for 
to some extent by the presence of Jeremy 
Lord in the Minilite Lola T280, the first time 
@ DFV-powered car has raced at Aintree. 
Although beaded into the first corner by 
Richard Simms in the Simon James Motors 
Chevron B23, Jeremy soon put his trotter 
down and the immaculate car sang its way 
round in an ever increasing lead until only 
Simms was left unlapped, a good effort by 
both drivers. In the 1300 class Les Aylott and 
Lynden Thorne tangled at Country on the first 
lap, the Aldon driver then stopping twice to 
Secure damaged bodywork but still winning 
the Hot Car pot because the engine of Aylott's 
Ardua threw a rod. Thorne as well as Lord 
broke the class records but the Lola driver was 
Kim Mather didn’t have his BRM, but still 

rabham BT38C. 


still some way shore of the circuit record on 
his first visit to the track for nine years and 
his first drive in the car for nine week: 

‘A good gridful of Clubmen's cars came out 
for the well-concelved Northern Champagne 
Championship. Derek Cook went one better 
than In the Super Vee race by winning out- 
Fight in his ex-Sytner U2 Mk 118. Barry Joel! 


‘and Malcolm Jackson in 1974-type U2s waged 
war for second, not far behind Cook who 


seemed to be in some danger from Joell at 
one stage. A mass of vehicles disputed fourth 
but spins and mechanical failures thinned 
things out and left Dave Pattle to take the 
place in his Martin Hall Steel Tubes U2. Peter 
Froude won the J-litre/FF section in his 
original 1000 cc Gryphon by half a length 
from Geoff Lambert's FF U2 after a race long. 
tussle ahead of Ken Shipley’s FF U2 and 
unhappy I-litre Ladybird. 
‘super with all sorts of 


lead from Alo. Lawler, Barry Warburton, 
Kelvin Hesketh, Ege Ferguson and Mick 
Starkey but on the next lap it was Warburton, 
in from from Baird, Lawler. Hesketh, Starkey 
and Ferguson. Then Hesketh demoted Lawler 
who completed the mext lap on the gra 

Fellow Irishman Eddie Jordan had by now 
worked his way up to sixth but then spun at 
Club while John Murphy retired, after making 
Some progress from near the back, with a 
broken shock absorber, while Ferguson was 
‘another Club spinner. Warburton, Baird and 
Hesketh seemed to be breaking away as 
Lawler spun down to seventh at Beechers but 
then the Van Diemen’s engine cut out at Club 
fon the eighth lap, baulking Baird and letting 
Hesketh through into the best lead yet. War- 
burton slipped back to dispute sixth with 
Lawler behind Derek Daly's Superglide Lotus 
GIM which was quietly climbing up the field 
with deranged bodywork. With two laps to £9. 
and seemingly capable of withstanding Baird’ 

challenge, Hesketh spun at Beechers, dropping 
to sixth. Baird and Starkey completed the lap 
nose to tail with the latter making a great 
effort round the outside of Club for the last 
time, Baird spun, Starkey won and Daly stole 
second before Baird could recover. Hesketh 
was fourth since Lawler spun again and 


Warburton's engine was still cutting out with 
dirt in the carburettor although he just beat 
the Irishman across the line for fifth. 

‘The mod spores race seemed to be securely 
in John Pearson's pocket, the Jaguar XK120 
leaving the 1.8-engined Elan of John Evans 
well behind in the opening laps. Richard 
Jenvey's 1.6 Elan was handling diabolically 
with a suspect diff and could do nothing 
about Evans with his new engine after the 
‘second lap but the latter had his sights on the 
smoking XK anyway. Pearson was taking 
things as easily as he could but it was not 
enough for, on the last lap, with Evans right 
behind, horrible sound was heard on Railway 
Straight and he backed off. Evans went past 
but Pearson risked a final junge round Club. 
‘The move just failed and the Elan was over 
the line first by a length. In the 1300 class 
a good collection of Spridgets was easily led 
by Ian McCullough’s ex-Andy Belcher Sprite 
until the throttle cable broke so the win went 
to Gordon Howie's Midget which crossed the 
Vine simultaneously with 1150 winner Garry 
Wilson in another Sprite, Pearson hoped after- 
wards that the damage was no worse than & 
holed piston for, if it is, he will have to retire 
from racing. Jon Fletcher non-started his 
famous Elan from the front row when the 
gearbox disintegrated, 

Tibre finale was a Kim Mather 
‘yet again although he only had at his 
disposal David Taylor's F3/FA Brabham 
BT38C instead of the BRM. Chris Choat’s 2- 
Here Brabham BT36 challenged for the fi 
lap but spun Into retirement on the ehird at 
Country leaving BT30 driver Jim Charnock to 
take one of those regular placings he has 
been earning at Aintree for nigh on 15 years. 
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Mario Andretti's Viceroy Lola has already inched itself clear of the similar cars of Eppie 
Weitzes and Brian Redman while Brett Lunger's Eagle holds off David Hobbs. Graham McRae 
and Jon Woodner during the first lap of the final, 


ELKHART LAKE 


Andretti wins a close one 


By GORDON KIRBY Photographs CHARLES LORING 


With two laps to go Andretti boomed past with five clear seconds in hand. With one lap to 
80, however, he had only 3 worth of lead and there, in his mirrors, was the red Lola of 
Brian Redman flicking its way closer and closer. Brian gained a few feet with every turn of 
that final lap and as they sprinted for the last corner Mario was barely more than a second 
clear. Mario glanced anxiously at his flickering fuel gauge as he braked Into that last turn, 
while Brian flung his way deeply into the corner, and as they shot up the hill and towards 
the flag Brian was still drawing in the Viceroy Lola. But Mario held on to win his second 
Successive North American F5000 race by four-fifths of = second. Redman's excellent attack 
gave him second place and the lap record and the confidence that his Goodyear-shod Lola 
Is entirely the equal of Andretti’s Firestone-tyred Lola. It was a very fine chase and a very 
fine finish. 

Eppie Wietzes led Redman during the early laps but an exhaust pipe fell off his Lola T332 
and he dropped back, driving a quick but careful race to the end and earning his second 
successive third place —in fact, the Andretti, Redman, Wietzes result was identical to that 
at the Glen two weeks ago. Also like the Glen there was a tight battle for fourth, this time with 
Brett Lunger’s Eagle leading the Lolas of Graham McRae and David Hobbs and the Talon of 
Jon Woodner. But Lunger lost time with a deflating tyre, McRae dropped out with a handful of 
broken valve springs and Woodner’s shift linkage went awry. So it was David Hobbs who 

salvaged fourth place, a pair of cracked heads slowing his Hogan Lola 1332. Hobbs did well 
‘enough with the powerless car to remain unlapped by the flying fight for the lead. 

‘With a five-week break until the next round In the SCCA/USAC F500 series, Andretti and 
Redman are tied for the lead with 50 points, followed by Hobbs with 40, Wietzes with 39 
and Lunger with 27 points. 


40 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 


For the fourth round of North America’s 
F5000 Championship, the transporters motored 
up to Elkhart Lake, a fine old 4.0 mile circuit 
located in the Wisconsin lakelands about a 
three hour drive north of Chicago. A combi- 
nation of this central location, the nature of 
the circuit (two of the straights are more than 
two-thirds of a mile in length) and the prox 
mity of the race to the USAC Championship 
race in Michigan the previous Weekend 
attracted a handful of USAC teams and thelr 
turbocharged Championships cars. There was 
also the addition af a number of locals and 
their standard F5000 cars (almost all 

Lola T330s or T3325) 30 that a compa: 
huge entry of 32 cars spread themselves 
across the large, grassy Elkhart paddock. 

The circuit self is a series of long straights 
and tight, hard-braking corners with one 
medium speed, third gear corner which goes 
‘on and on and is called, naturally enough, the 
Carousel. This turn which leads downhill into 
a swooping backstraight is perhaps the most 
important corner on the course—certainly it’s 
the most demanding and difficult corner. The 
Carousel was also the turn which the USAC 
drivers found very nearly impossible to deal 
with. They were forced to cruise gently 
through the length of the corner, unable to 
use any power for fear thelr turbochargers 
would flick the rev-counter around and break 
the rear tyres loose, 

Not only were they thoroughly frustrated 
by the Carousel but they also found thelr 
cars simply didn't have enough steering lock 
to get through some of the tighter right angle 
bends and. as they couldn't prod at the 
throttle to Mick out the tail, they would rumble 
slowly to the edge of the road dropping out- 

ide wheels into the rough while other, slower 

5000 drivers would accelerate by on the 
inside. It was very soon obvious that at Elk 
hhart at least, the USAC machinery just wasn't 
going to be at all competitive 

It was, however, a USAC driver who was 

in practice. As he has been in t 

ree ‘races, Mario Andretti was aga 
the Man to Beat. For most of the four hours 
of practice and qualifying it appeared that 
Andretti just might get inched off the pole. 
But in the Jast’ minutes of practice Marlo 
came in, changed tyres and went out for three 
final laps, Immediately he was a full second 
and a half quicker than he, or anybody else, 
had managed and whereas nobody else could 
get within range of Jody Scheckter’s practice 
best of last year, Andretti just nipped below 
that mark. I; was another very clean effort 
which brought startled looks from most people 
as they glanced at thelr stopwatches for the 
little fellow appeared to be no less nor mo 
in control than he had been while working 
hard to get into the low 2 m 6 5 bracket. 
Once again everybody began muttering—or 
fat least hoping—about ultra-soft qualifying, 
rubber. 

“Actually we've been tyre-testing through. 
out practice,” said Jim Chapman, “and this 
was the final combination of fronts and 
rears we had in mind.” It certainly was the 
right combination for Andretti's best of his 
three laps with those tyres was 2m 4.741 §. 
Again he was driving both of his two Viceroy 
Lola T3328 and again he opted for the original 
fone which he has used since the start of the 

Until Andretti did those last minute fast 
laps it had been a toss-up between he, Brian 
Redman and Eppie Wietzes for pole position. 
Redman's car hadn't been back to Texas after 
the Glen which wasn't really satisfying to 
Jim Hall and Franz Welss for they would have 
preferred to ¢noroughly rebuild the car after 
its practice shunt at the New York track. As 
itwas they had time to ft rear brake ducts 
and an additional set to the front just to en- 
sure that the harsh braking demands of Elk 
hart could be dealt with. Brian did a lot of 
Iaps in the 2 m 6 s bracket, finally winding 
up with a best of 2 m 6.194 s. The night after 
qualifying the team changed the engine which 
had over 450 miles on it and was just begin- 
ning to lose its edge. They also changed the 
gearbox so that Brian had a very fresh com- 
Bination for the morrow. 

‘Wietzes was as fast as Redman throughout 
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Spirited battle for fourth place initially lay betw 
Hobbs won out in the end. 


practice and during a couple of unofficial 
Sessions the Canadian was at the top of the 
time sheets. His neatly turned out Lola T332 
had also been prepared with a mind to the 
braking demands of the Wisconsin circult with 
the addition of small, fibreglass ducts £0 both 
front and rear brakes. “It took me half a day 
to fit them!” said Epple of the finely formed 
and complementary coloured ducts. Wietzes 
also had 15in Melmag rear wheels for the 
first thne this year 0 that his T332 is up to 
the same specs as the Haas/Hall car. His 
best official time was 2 m 6.649 s which meant 
he would start the first heat on the front row 
alongside Andretti 

Surprisingly enough it 
who was fourth quickest behind the three 
Lolas. Lunger had a very brief practice, not 
getting out at all on the first day while he 
waited for an engine to arrive. Brett put in 
about a dozen laps of practice early on 
Saturday before coming in and trying co set 
the car up into a quick combination in one 
fell swoop. Then he went out with a light 
fuel ‘load’ and almost’ immediately be was 
down to the 2.m 6 5 bracket, doing a best of 
2'm 6.893 5 before running out of fuel 

Some aluminium ducts had been added to 
the forward radiator ducting on both of the 
works Eagles and these seemed to improve 
the car's cooling markedly. Otherwise the cars 
were unchanged and Brett's practice perform: 
ance was easily good enough to surmise that 
the Eagles could be thoroughly competitive if 
some of thelr excess weight could be pared 
off. The cars appear to be much more 
responsive than the Lolas, if a little unpre- 
dictable, and they brake ‘very cleanly. Dan 
Gurney is definitely getting there. 

Elliott Forbes-Robinson managed to get out 
on ‘the first day of practice with his Eagle 
but the metering drive sheared on Saturday 
morning and, with no spare, Elliott didn't 
get out to qualify or to get in some much 
Reeded practice, He would have to start his 
heat from the back of the grid. 

David Hobbs’ miserable race weekend began 
to take shape from the very. start. During 
Wednesday testing David's Hogan Lola T332 
blew its engine after only a handful of laps 
and a new. one was installed for Friday's 
practice. But that one began to go off during 
the first session of the day and a piston 
cracked almost as soon as Hobbs had started 
to think about going quickly in the second 
session. So again the team changed the en- 
gine but that one proved to be very weak, 


was Brett Lunger 
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and in fact it cracked both of its heads dur. 
ing qualifying. With no spare other than an 
old Morand in the spare T330 chassis, the 
Hogan team did their best to rebuild the 
engine for the race, filling it up with Barsteak 
and changing the metering unit and injector 
pipes. As it was then David drove very hard 
to qualify Afth fastest with a 2m 8.268 s 
best 

‘Graham McRae was another with con. 
siderable engine maladies. His Chuck Jones 
Lola T332 was still running the same McRae 
Tasman engine that it had used at Watkins 
Glen and it just plain weak and tired, 
During qualifying the throttle Hnkage broke 
as McRae was accelerating towards a quick 
Kink and before he could shut it off the 
engine had overrevved and ticked a valve. In 
the half a dozen laps of qualifying that he 
had managed Graham got down to a very 
good 2 m 8.464 s. 

‘Nobody, however, had as bad a time’ with 
engines at Elkhart as the Norris Talon team. 
During the first day of practice things began 
to look promising for the continually develc 
ing Talons (both cars now have neat oil 
radiator pods at the back of the chassis) with 
both Sam Posey and Jon Woodner getting 
Into the huat. The Talons were particularly 
Impressive under braking. both Posey and 


the Lolas of McRae and Hobbs with 


Woodner's Talon hanging on well 


Woodner finding they could brake as hard 
nd as late as they dared without any sign 
Of instability. But’ on Saturday everything 
went wrong. Both cars stopped early with 
burned pistons, Posey in particular never 
managing any serious laps at all, Woodner 
continued to impress and tried very hard in 
the few laps before his engine went off, get- 
ting down to 2 m 8833s. But poor’ Sam 
found himself way down the grid after a few 
slow laps of looking at drooping gauge 
‘That might Jack McCormack and ‘Carroll 
Smith ‘put their heads together and began 
to rebuild both engines as best they could, 
Tt was going to be a long tiresome night for 
them. 

Veteran Tony Settember did well with his 
Jerry Elsert-prepared Lola T330 qualifying 
eighth fastest with a good 2 m 9.008 s to 
hose out local man Tuck Thomas who drove 
tidily to his best of 2 m 9.827 8 with hi 
Lola 7332, Evan Noyes had got Into the 2 m 
8 s bracket during practice, but his qualify- 
ing was cut shore with engine maladies and 
he qualified behind Thomas with a best of 2m 
10.605 , just nosing out John Gunn's modified 
March 73A. Mike Mosley had trouble gotting 
his Lodestar Lola T332 set up properly to 
the brake and accelerate nature of the circuit 
‘and was well down the field some 11 5 slower 


re Pte 
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"Hiro Redman was in fine form again with his Goodyear-shod Carl Haas/Jim Hall Lola 7332. 


@ new F5000 record in the process 


During his close pursuit of Mario Andretti, he closed to within 0.8 s at the flag and set up 
‘Both ‘Redman and Andretti now lead the series. 


a 


than Andretti. 

John Martin was the fastest of the USAC 
cars entered. Martin, who raced F5000 back 
in its bad old days, ‘chiseled away at things 
and finally got his McLaren MI6B around in 
2m 15.654 5 which was some three seconds 
faster than Tom Sneva. Sneva didn't get in 
much practice after crashing his Kingfish on 
Friday. Dick Simon practised his Eagle-Foyt 
Ford on Friday only before running the bear- 
ings. He did provide some excitement when 
he passed Brian Redman in front of the pits 
and. tore away from the F5000 car as if it 
were a Formula Ford before Brian outbraked 
the Eagle into the first turn. As a matter of 
interest, the USAC cars were some 10 to 
15 mph faster than the F5000s through the 
Elkhart speed traps. And that, of course, is 
coming off the previous corner much slower 
than the road racers. There are people who 
fare saying that Ontario might be a different 
story, 


HEATS 


After a long night of so many engine changes 
and rebuilds, the Sunday morning warm-up 
fave everybody a chance to evaluate their 
Inbours. Hobbs found a quickly cured oll 
leak in his engine, McRae watched his oil 
Pressure gauge sink slowly to 20 psi and the 
troubled Talon team didn't manage to get 
Posey's car out at all, Brett Lunger came 
out for a few laps with a new Leibich wing 
of considerably greater curvature than the 
normal Eagle design, but the “pig trough” 
didn’t work too well in the turns and it was 
replaced with a conventional aerofoil for 
the heat. Towards the end of the warm-up a 
huge plume of blue smoke billowed into 
the sky at the entrance to the final turn and 
out from beneath it came Tom Sneva coast 
Ing his Kingfish off the road with a thoroughly 
destroyed Ofty. 

‘The first, 15 lap heat was an Andretti 
Wietzes and Hobbs match race. These three 
broke away from the rest almost immediately 
and soon they themselves pulled away from 
each other, Again. Andretti's  Firestones 
Seemed to warm-up much quicker than the 
Goodyears of the others and again he was 


able to easily break clear into a strong lead. 
Mario drove his way cleanly and conserv. 
atively to the end, winning by nearly 18 
seconds. 

Hobbs was able to keep within a couple 
of seconds of Wietzes during the first half- 
dozen laps but he was having to work very 
hard to manage even that. His engine was 
still at least 400 rpm short and after a few 
laps of hard driving Hobbs settled back for 
a comfortable third. Wietzes never really 
appeared to be bothered much by Hobbs’s 
efforts anyway and he drove a very sparing 
Face into second, 

Jon Woodner finished well back in fourth 
place with his Talon, pleased enough to have 
finished at all and have a good starting place 
for the final. “Actually, it’s pretty good for a 
dirt motor,” said Woodner, although Posey’s 
similarly rebuilt engine proved to be nowhere 
pear as good. It took Sama long time to 
thread his way through some of the slower 
backfield people and then oll started leaking 
from a valve cover gasket and he had to stop 
to have that bunged up. As it was then Posey 
finished a dispiriting tenth 

For much of the race John Gunn was able 
to keep within sight of Woodner but with 
just a couple of laps to go his March lost 
its wing, giving Gunn a ‘nasty moment on 
the grass. John Martin worked hard with his 
cumbersome McLaren-Ofly and was, in his 
turn, able to keep an eye on Gunn's distant 
gearbox until having to stop for fuel with 
three laps to go. This dropped the USAC 
man five places although he was able to 
stay ahead of Woodner on the road during 
the last two laps 

‘The second heat was a far better race. In 
fact, this was easily the best qualifying race 
of the year In American F500. Redman made 
a fine start and pinched his way free of the 
rest by the third turn, but behind him a 
tight chase developed with Lunger leading 
Settember, Bighouse, McRae, Noyes, Mosley 
and Forbes-Robinson, the latter having shot 
through immediately from the back row. It 
took a few laps for this lot to sort them: 
selves out with first Lunger breaking free 
of them and the rest getting held up as each 
of them worked by Bighouse. 

By the third lap Redman had pulled out 


an easy three second cushion to Lunger’ 
Eagle but during the next four laps Brett 
chiselled away at that gap so that he brought 
his Eagle to within a second of the Steed 
Lola. But that was as close as Redman let 
the Eagle get for he immediately quickened 
his pace by more than a second and again 
pulled well clear, winning finally by 3.7 s 
from a pleased Lunger. 

During the first few laps Settember drove 
very well and kept his yellow Lola close to 
Lunger but as Brett began to edge away 
Noyes began to close on Settember. By the 
fifth lap" Noyes had caught and passed 
Settember while McRae was now. beginning 
to pressure the yellow car. Graham was driv- 
ing very quickly and tidily, losing no time 
at all to Redman on his few clear laps, With 
three laps to go the New Zealander had 
pressed his way by Noyes for third and just 
as he did so, Evan brought his Lola into his 
pits to change a flat rear tyre, So it was 
Forbes-Robinson who finally came through 
into fourth place, closing right up on Settem- 
ber during the final laps, the Eagle's pressure 
forcing the Lola to spin’ within three corners 
of the flag. Settember recovered to finish 
fifth with Mike Mosley a distant and mis. 
firing sixth. 

After the heat both the Eagles were 
adjusted extensively, Lunger's undergoing a 
Bear change and Forbes-Robinson's a spring 
change. It was again a case of them having 


Jost too much time during practice and now 
with the final looming on the horizon they 
Were just coming to grips with sorting the 
chassis to the circuit, Nevertheless they were 
both closer this time than they have yet 
managed. The Eagles are gradually becom- 


with the tried and true Lola 


‘Andretti had again recled off the fastest heat 
time, so he was again on pole for the 25 
lap final. For once the healthy frontrunners 
were all starting among the first four rows, 
while Posey and Sneva were added to the 
back of the 24-car grid. Sam came rushing 
through the paddock just as the field was 
setting off on their pace lap and by the time 
he got to the pitlane it was too late for him 


Both Redman and Wietzes had a brief dice for second spot early on in the final before the Steed Lola slipped through. 


emer 
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That man from the ‘Beeb’, 
. Super-Noel Edmonds beat all 
the showbiz stars yet again in 
the ShellSPORT/Lords 
Taverners/Evening News 
Celebrity race at the British 
Grand Prix at Brands Hatch to 
take his fourth victory at the 


\ 


Personalities both, Graham Hill and Eric 
Morcambe relax after the race with a 
well-earned glass of bubbly”. 


-race proved. 
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“1 think I've done this 
before”, Super 

Noel Edmonds with 
the spoils after 
winning the 
ShellSPORT/Evening 
News Showbiz 
Challenge race. 


wheel of a ShellSPORT 
Mexico. 

Driving with all the flair of a 
‘tin-top’ ace, including a slight 
nudge to dispose of actor 
Jeremy Lloyd on the very last 
lap, Noel finished in front of 
Gerald Harper and actress 
Linda Cunningham to score 
another popular win and 
confirm his ability as the ‘fastest 
D-J in the business’. 

With the proceeds going to Jazzman Ronnie Scott, singer 
charity — on this occasion the Vince Hill, Michael Aspel, Tony 
Lords Taverners who received Blackburn and actress Linda 
the magnificent sum of £3,000, _ Hooks, with Graham Hill and 
the race featured a veritable Eric Morcambe doing a superb 
who’s who of showbiz job on the race commentary. 
personalities including 

‘chat-show Kings’ David Frost 

and Michael Parkinson, Former Miss World, Eva-Reuber Staier 


‘Goodie’ Tim Brooke-Taylor, has a ‘moment’ at Paddock Bend before 
retiring after spinning off on the next lap. 


to fini 


to get out. He was allowed to start but from 
the pit lane and last place as the rest rushed 
up the hill and down towards the green 


well up. Her 


‘Andretti _made another fine start and a: 
they poured into the first turn he was able 
to hold his place handily with Wietzes keep- 
Ing the nose of his blue Lola tight beneath 
the wing of the Viceroy Lola. Away they 
Streamed. into the second corner and down 
the long straight into the hard left-hander 
that follows. As they darted and slithered 
through the corner Andretti had snatched 
away a couple of car lengths lead with 
Wietzes, Redman and Lunger strung tightly 
behind him. 

‘Again Andretti was able to inch away dur- 

but the heat of Red- 
ss kept them within 
range of the leader and after a couple of 
laps the gap between the white and red Lola 
and the blue version of Wietzes stopped 
growing. For half a dozen laps Wietzes and 
Redman chased hard after Andretti, neither 
making any impression on the other. But 
then Wietzes came by with his engine sound- 
ing harsh and clattery and suddenly Andretti's 
lead began to grow. In. two laps Mario 
doubled his margin to six seconds but Wietzes 
was well aware of his problem (an exhaust 
header had fractured and fallen off) and he 
quickly waved Redman by. 

During the next two laps Redman chipped 
away at Andretti's lead but they were now 
well in among the backmarkers and on the 
thirteenth lap the Steed Lola got caught badly 
behind a particularly unpredictable back- 
marker. Brian lost three seconds in half a 
Jap and when he finally got clear of the 
slower cars he was more than eight seconds 
behind Mario with ten laps left. 

It was now that the chase began in earnest 
Both the Lolas were tearing around in the 
low 2 m 6 8 bracket with Redman chipping 
off the occasional tenth here and there from 
Andretti's lead. Brian-was flinging his red 
car deeply in under braking holding the car 
straight for as long as he dared and then 
reaching around and giving the wheel a quick 
flick into the apex. Just as he did this he 
‘would plant his right foot hard to the floor, 
the Chevy throwing out a coarse, bellowing 
roar as the Lola's tail would slash around 
and Brian would twirl on @ gulp of opposite 
‘and force the car down the road in a quick 


“4 


‘he ts pursued by Jon Woodner’ 


series of flickering slides. 
‘Andretti on the other hand, was braking in 
a long, loping curve, gradualiy tightening up 


gentle oversteer as the fat, rear tyres began 
to slither and stick and shoot the Lola ahead 
in a straighter and tdier burst of accelera- 
tion than ‘Brian's. It was a fine comparison 
Of opposing methods of dealing with the 
Lola's rapid transition to oversteer which 
makes the cars so difficult to drive really 
quickly. 

‘As they thrust thelr way into. the final 
five laps Redman began to make serious in- 
roads into Andretti's lead, Brian was now 
chiselling away more than half a second with 
each lap and his attack brought the first 
signs of raggedness to Andretti's driving. 
With three laps to go Mario had 5.5 in hand. 
With two laps left the gap was 4.9 5 and as 
Brian tore through the Carousel and down the 
hill towards Canada corner he carved even 
another second from the gap. Up the hill 
they stormed and past the pits, Andretti 
worried now that his fuel might not last and 
he was now keeping an eagle eye on his fuel 
gauge. 

Halfway into the final lap and Redman had 
pulled to within 2.5 s and again he charged 
through the Carousel right on the edge, the 
tail trying hard to flick out against Brian's 
demands. Away from Canada corner they 
shot, Andretti now holding just a second’s 
worth of lead. As Mario sprinted towards the 
Inst corner he again felt the engine fluff 
slightly and as he braked into the corner 
he glanced anxiously at his fuel gauge, miss- 
ing his line and bounding loosely across the 
road as Brian rushed closer and closer. The 
two Lolas tore up the hill, Andretti ahead, 
Redman edging closer, but the Viceroy car 
was on full song and he powered beneath 
the flag just less than a second ahead of 
the Steed machine. Halfway around on his 
cool off lap Andretti again felt the car hesi- 
tate, but this time it didn't pick up again 
and the Lola free-wheeled ¢o a stop just 
‘two miles past the flag. 

‘After waving Redman by Wietzes slipped 
farther and farther behind, losing a good 
second a lap to the leaders but still srying 
hard with the sick-sounding Lola. Towards the 


end Eppie began to feel a little dulled as 
fumes leaked through to the cockpit. He 
was also worried about the broken exhaust 
pipe getting caught up in the rear suspension 
and possibly catching fire to the car's airbox/ 
tall section, But the exhaust pipe had fallen 
free of the car and Wietzes had no troubles 
getting to the finish of another outstanding 
‘rive, By Tuesday morning of course, Wietzes 
was back in Toronto running his’ thriving 
Imported car dealership and t 

Joan Clayton was busy taking 
job in one of the city's libraries. Such is 
Eppie's determination to enjoy his racing that 
he recently turned down an offer of a USAC 
‘Championship drive. 

Behind these first three, a good fight for 
fourth developed almost immediately. Lunger 
kept right with Wietzes and Redman for a 
couple of laps but he soon started to drop 
back with a deflating 
by the fifth lap Brett 
Hobbs and Woodner. Lunger managed to hold 
off McRae for a couple of taps but he soon 
had to give way and then, on the ninth lap 
his soft tyre popped off the rim just past the 
pits and he Jost limping around 
the full lap to hi d. The unfor- 
tunate Lunger managed only. one more la 
before his Eagle dropped a valve and ended 
‘most encouraging performance for both driver 
and car. 

McRae was able to break free of Hobbs 
and Woodner but only a few laps alter 
Lunger's tyre collapsed Graham too had a tyre 
0. He got back to the pits to change it and 
did a few more laps before he had to stop 
with a number of broken valve springs—a 

of his practice troubles, Neverthel 
another very promising show. 

‘So it was finally Hobbs and Woodner fight- 
ing “over ‘fourth ‘place. Bath of them had 
Serious engine troubles to contend with 
Bork troehd Save peered. fo have Resa ante 
to nurse heir way home. Hobbs’ engine was 
well down on revs and he also had to keep 
& wary eye on his temperature gauge while 
Woodner’s “dirt” engine was similarly down 
‘on power, David seemed able to maintain 
control of the dice but 'Woodner was very 
impressive, pushing the Talon very hard under 
braking and keeping pressure on Hobbs 

ime. About two thirds of the way through 


the ‘however, Woodner dropped away 
from Hobbs as the Talon’s shift linkage 
started to fall apart. Jon had a couple of 


bleak moments without any gears and he 
slipped back to sixth finally, behind Tuck 
Thomas, So Hobbs was left with a comfort- 
able but diseppointing fourth. His Lola went 
through three engines during the meeting 
and never once was David able to compete 
with the frontrunners (and for that matter 
even many of the backfield) in straightline 
speed. 

‘Puck Thomas drove tidily and well with 
his Lola for fifth, while John Gunn slipped 
from a chase of Thomas to a distance ninth 
when his March ran out of fuel on his J 
lap. Evan Noyes spent most of the race 
alone, unable to keep the Lunger, MoRa 
Hobbs, Woodner train in sight but very safe 
in his place, But with three laps to go Noyes 
made a mistake at the difficult little kink 
after the Carousel and his Lola climbed the 
juardrail and. damaged itself quite badly. 
Forbes-Robinson managed only two laps be- 
fore engine and tyre troubles brought him 
into the pit. 


of pes lean 
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Vauxhall 
wins. 


Rally of the 1000 
Lakes Group One 
Series production Cars 


1st PENTTI AIRIKKALA 


Vauxhall 
Magnum 2300 


2nd KYOSTI 
HAMALAINEN 


Alfa Romeo 
2000 GTV 


3rd PENTTI KARNA 
Hillman Avenger 


(Subject to official confirmation) 
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Hever doesn’t make 
ordinary watches. 


Here's the proof: 
rosplit. From the new 


eareeten of stop-watches: 
a fully electronic quartz stop- 


watch with digital readout 


that fits in your pocket. It com- 
bines the functions of more than 
50 conventional stop- watches. 
No ordinary watch: a Heuer 


Silverstone. Exclusive auto- 
matic chronograph, Water 
resistant stainless steel case with 
non-reflective crystal glass and 
luminous dial. Shows the time 
and stops the time. No ordinary 
watch: a Heuer 


_—— = —— 


COUPON 
I'd like to have information on 
Stop-watches/Chronographs 
Electronic stop-watches 
Quartz table clocks (digital) 
Electronic timers 
NAME 
ADDRESS = 
Postal code 
Please send completed coupon to: 
HEUER TIME Ltd. 
Argyle House 29/31 Eustan Rewd 
LONDON N.W.1. 


Tune in 


Tt may not look like @ Van Diemen, but that is what a packed one looks like when Rapid 


Movements have finished with tt 


Rapid Movements’ well planned 
route for motor racing’s travels 


‘The name of Rapid Movements is one of those 
that is not well known in the British club 
motor racing scene and yet is one of the 
‘most important for foreign buyers and inter: 
national competitors. Spectators of club rac- 
ing might well have seen the name on the side 
of, the Formula’ Ataantie March currently 
raced by Matt Spitzley, who carries their 
yellow colours and has been involved with 
the company since early in its life as a 
customer, Rapid Movements recently cele. 
brated their third birthday and its rapid rise 
to success in being an efficient and reliable 
‘company In the motor racing scene is one 
that deserves more than a mere mention. 
Rapid Movements is the name given to 
fa shipping agency In both alr and sea freight 
started by father and son Moore, Ted and 
Ken respectively. Both had been involved in 
shipping freight around the Heathrow area. 
father Ted for 24 years and son Ken for 10 
rs. They had decided to set up their own 
gency, and once set up, decided that they 
must specialise. Ken, being a racing fanatic, 
decided on the motor racing trade and at the 
beginnings, in June 1971, the company had 
just one client: Racing Preparations or Royale 
they are now. Ted had known Alan Rees 
for some time having done work for him 


with his previous firm, and pretty soon 
March were customers. Since then, the bus- 
ines has blossomed and there are very few 


people in the motor racing business, which 
embraces incidentally such specialised firms as 
Mike the Pipe etc, that Rapid Movements 
have not moved for. 

Perhaps it's worth considering what is 
Involved more than just being a shipping 
‘agent who packs up furniture, pianos or any- 
thing else bulky for international travel. 
First, in many instances in motor racing, 
the goods that are required were required 
yesterday and speed is essential. Second, 
racing cars and their bits are bulky and 
fragile and care ip packing them for the 
trials of loading and unloading is important. 
Third, freight Is expensive and a customer 
‘who has money saved for him is a customer 
who's going to come again when he needs 
more money saved for himself. And finally. 
if the shipper can work the occasional cus- 
toms clearance miracle, he's a valuable man 


6 


and Ken has done this more than once. 
Examining each of these points, it must 
be appreciated that motor racing takes place 
in one instance and once the race is over, 
so Is that instance. 1 point this out because 
y cases, Rapid Movements have saved 
a race for a manufacturer who might other- 
wise have had to do without if he had con. 
Gucted his business through a normal agent. 
‘There are various ways of saving time 
Rapid Movements have boxes made up for 
engines in stock, and within half an hour 
of delivery to Rapid Movements premises in 
Long Lane, Stanwell, an engine can be bound 
for a plane: It happens so often!” says Ken 
ina ‘throw-away line that one remembers. 
Equally, cars themselves are held in stock 
so that immediately a customer pays the 
manufacturer, the car can be packed and 
bound for a plane without the car having 
to be delivered from the works first. Even 
on normal delivery, Rapid Movements can 
have a car in the workshop in the afternoon 
and i will be in New York at 7.25 am local 
time the next day having been str 
packed. Now that's rapid movement! 
Wf you need anything quicker, then Rapid 
Movements can run to private 
prepared to pay for them. One important point 
fs that they never aim to have a backlog ; “if 
you have a backlog. you've become an ordin. 
ary shipper” says Ken. As for that little bit 
Of preferential treatment, there's a number 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


of instances that Ken has been involved in, 
sometimes for non-FI Constructors teams, at 
the expense of the constructors! Then there's 
the time he found a loophole in the strike- 
bound customs after the South African GP 
last year. It's all part of the service. Perhaps 
one feat that Ken is most proud of is shipping 
home an F2 engine from the last Brazilian 
series, which was taken back to Brian Hart 
after a race, rebuilt, shipped back out for the 
next weekend, when Carlos Pace won the 


The second two points can be taken as ont 
How does one pack a racing car and what 
fare the restrictions and costs? First, any: 
thing that goes by air freight is put ‘on to 
a pallet not longer than 125 inches, the 
width is relatively free. In their years of 
operation, only one car has been under 125 
Inches long and that was the old Tul, 50 
one can see that any car produced is a prob- 
lem. Naturally, the nose cone can come off, 
and to keep the width down, the four corners 
fare dismantled elther by works mechanics 
or by an ace mechanic with whom Rapid 
Movements have an arrangement. Any Form: 
lula car Is thus treated, The nose cone plus 
any other bits are packed in the cockpit 
‘where possible or simply up to roll bar height, 
taking care not to upset suspension settings 
The pallet is therefore as small as possible, 
the idea being to get the volumetric weight 
as close to the actual weight, thus reducing 
costs. Each pallet is specially made for each 
car and it is Ted's province to get the car 
packed, Once strapped to the pallet and the 
Various bits positioned around the car, the 
whole parcel is covered in polythene. 

Sports cars gain little if any by being re- 
packed and dismantled #0 are simply palleted 
and thus sometimes work out being more 
expensive to ship. Cars that are shipped by 
sea are always boxed and waterproofed. In- 
cidentally, for our South African readers and 
racers, and also those in Australasia, the 
delays currently for sea freight from Britain 
fare running into months, so order your cars 

Rapid Movements have recently branched 
out into another form of rapid moving by 
running a van delivery service for car parts 
with a Friday run to the north of England. 
Their trusty Arthur, a man well known to a 
multitude of racing teams who has a racing 
jacket for every call, sets out on a 24-hour 
run from Stanwell on a Friday morning to run 
round the various teams in the north deliver. 
ing and picking up parts, which he will 
then ‘distribute to thelr London-based de 
tinations on the Saturday. The idea is to 
shortly open up a similar service in the 
busy East Anglia area but this has yet to 
be set up. 

Rapid Movements have in fact a number of 
vans and indeed their own trailer which 
allows them to deliver and pick up cars 
when they arrive unless they are picked up 
by the works and customers. Cars are deli- 
vered by any of the company’s three drivers 
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Bt any time of night, and in fact there's 
always someone at the premises until at 
Teast 10 in the evening. And the only Sat- 
urday on which they close is when Ted and 
Ken take the eight staff to the British Grand 
Prix for thelr annual outing. 

It might be surprising to realise just how 
much motor racing leaves this country per 
year, and this is an obviously good way to 
judge. Last year Rapid Movements shipped 
Out 196 race cars, and so far this year, the 
total is over 130 and 150 engines. Admittedly. 
&s anyone can imagine, the fuel crisis did 
ttle to help, but then things suddenly went 
mad and they had 17 cars in at one time to 
be moved. It’s not uncommon, for instance, 
to ship three tons of collated bits and pieces 
to Fred Opert in the States, perhaps as many 

80. separate items, and this has been 
8 weekly occurrence, Four tons is probably 
closer to a maximum Opert order, although 
for Firestone, for whom they also pack, they 
have cartoned up 11 loads of tyres at one 
sitting. 

Last year saw the company with very good 
Ule-ups in Japan, and in last year's Grand 
Prix, they packaged the first 13 cars home. 
In the first Formula B race this year, Rapid 
Movements shipped the first 22 cars that 
Qualified which is quite a record. Rapid Move- 
ments are often at the crux of the news. 
‘They were approached to ship the Maki very 
early on in the proceedings while a Penske 
man was in close attendance throughout 
the packing of the Formula One car when it 
left for the States. Indeed, they know of a 
few things going on at the moment, but 
their confidentiality is total. In their three 
years of rapidly moving cars, they have had 
three damaged out of a total of over 330, 
and each of these was traced to damage due 
to negligent handling, so the packing system 
hhas proved to be 100 per cent efficient 

Rapid Movements, as can well be imagined, 
fare one of the family in motor racing. They're 
used to being asked to do what any normal 
shipping agent would count quite impossible, 
and intend to grow more and more with » 
firmly based plan. They are a vital part of 
this country's reputation as being the major 
race car manufacturer, because without an 
efficient shipper, then it's possible that cus: 
tomers would ot be interested in buying. As 
it Is, they can get anything from a set of 
plugs to a new chassis as quickly as it is 
humanly possible through the services of 
Rapid Movements, For Ken and Ted, this 
third birthday is just one of the growing. 
up periods of what is intended to be THE 
shipping agent for ALL British racing cars 
that travel from this country or any other. 


The Lazer is Panther’s latest creation, powered by a V12 


Two years ago Panther Westwinds Ltd was 
formed and. today they have — produced 
approaching 200 models of the classical Type 
372, Exports now run at 85 per cent of turn. 
over with all production sold for 12 months 
ahead. During the course of the year the Pan- 
ther FF, a super fast Mille Miglia-style car 
using a Ferrari engine, was introduced at the 
Geneva Show. Quite an achievement you may 
think for a small company — especially when 
fone remembers the fuel crisis and three-day 
week 

Panther have now jumped from the 1930s 
straight into the "SOs with a high performance 
sports car, of spectacular design and specif 
cation. Very few modern sports car with a 
wedge-shaped nose can be called beautiful, of 
even exciting, but here is this Lazer, styled 
as if for a futuristic film, yet can be seen 
at the kerb as a practical high performance, 
three seats abreast sports car. 

Tt is hand-built throughout by Panther 
craftsmen, with a coach-built aluminium body 
Connolly ‘leather upholstery, Wilton carpets 
and is rust-proofed throughout. The engine is 
Vi2 Jaguar with automatic or manual ge 
box. It has independent suspension back and 
front with power ventilated disc brakes. It 
is fitted with energy absorbing accident de- 
vices back and front. It has top league per: 
formance: 0-60 mph in under 5s, maximum 
speed in excess of 150 mph, and priced a 
£5,450. Deliveries start early in 1975. At the 
London Motor Show a fourth car, a limousine, 


Panther light up the Lazer 


will be announced and this will take Panther 
directly into the Rolls-Royce market. 

Panther have also spread thelr wings in 
other directions this year. They have formed 
the British Automotive and Industrial Design 
Studio. This conglomerate was formed to pro- 
vide an ultimate design and prototype service 
for industry. Several of Panther Westwinds 
original sub-contractors were purchased and 
2 number of new divisions were formed. 


Panther Westwinds assemble, co-ordinate 
and market all the cars. Panther Shapecraft 
Lid Is the body building company, also sup- 
plying outside customers with prototypes and 
Special one-off car bodies. Panther Spraycraft 
Lid is the specialist painting company, again 
also working for outside customers, Panther 
Screencraft Ltd, formerly Turpin & Hurley 
Windscreens, makes screen frames and 
specialised brass work for the motor industry, 
It) supplies Rolls-Royce with all the brass 
work on the current Phantom VI limousine 
Panther Spincraft makes high precision metal 
spinnings and also supplies the aircraft in- 
dustry. The Panther Restoration Division re: 
builds high quality period cars. Panther Trim- 
craft performs high quality upholstery work 
for production and period cars. Panther Design 
Associates is responsible for car design and 
independent industrial design of any object. 


Group turnover is currently running at over 
£1,000,000 pa with a projected increase of 
over 35 per cent in 1975. 


Merc’s five cylinders 


In the diesel-engine world, the S-cylinder unit 
is not at all uncommon. The new 3-litre 
Mercedes-Benz is, however, the only car with 
his number of cylinders on the market. The 
4-cylinder diesels have been accounting for 
nearly half the Mercedes production of private 
‘cars recently, and s0 it is logical to introduce 
‘a bigger and faster diesel in these economy- 
conscious days. 


With virtually square cylinder dimensions 
the 3-litre engine has an overhead-camshatft 
and develops 80 bhp at 4000 rpm. This is 
sufficient to propel the substantial saloon at 
‘92 mph, with acceleration of 0-60 mph in 
19.9 5. In those parts of the world where 
petrol prices are prohibitive, this new 240 D 
3.0 is sure of a warm welcome. Manual or 
automatic transmissions are available and the 
fuel consumption range is 21.7 ¢o 35 mpg. In 
Great Britain, the financial savings in running 
f diesel are less than in most other countries, 
but changes in legislation are likely to 
encourage fuel economy. vB 
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Yes, five pistons for the lotest diesel Mercedes engine, Not only the latest, the only five 


cylinder engine for a car, but also the fastest 
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(O}LUILA ISS 


VIVA REGGA 
VIVA FERRARI 
VIVA MONZA 


It's all building up to possibly one of the most fantastic Italian 
GPs ever to be held. After that runaway victory at the ‘Ring, 
Clay Reggazoni has made the possibility of a Ferrari victory at 
Monza even more likely but at Monza it will probably be a 
wheel to wheel battle instead of a flag to flag walkover. If 
ever a Grand Prix promises on paper to be one of the classics 
of all times, it is Monza 1974. 

Of our original five itineraries to Monza, on only two can we 
now offer seats, and these are becoming limited. 


Call KATE HAYNES for a reservation on Leicester (0533) 51211 or use the coupon below to request a 56-page brochure. 


PAGE & MOY LTD. 


136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB 


Please send me 56 page 1974 Motor Racing brochure 


Address 
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Karlskoga 


Perhaps the most interesting 
aspect of this Sunday's Swedish 
Formula 2 race at Karlskoga is 
the expected battle within the 
March works team for running 
alongside Hans-Joachim Stuck 
and Patrick Depailler is none 
‘other than Ronnie Peterson, That 
In itself should guarantee the 
event plenty of publicity. 

For Ronnie, a win is the only 
thing he can’ go for, For Stuck 
and Depailler, it's championship 
points that they're after and with 
the BP March BMW of Jacques 
Lamite so close, Stuck wili be out 
to repeat the form he showed at 
his Inst F2 race at Rouen in 
June. Supporting Laffite will be 
Jean-Pierre Paoli, naturally 
anxious (0 continue the form he 
displayed at the last F2 race at 
Mugello a couple of weeks back. 

‘The French Alpine-Elf team 
will again be at full strength with 
four cars for Michel Leclere, 
Patrick Tambay, Alain Cudini and 
possibly Jean-Pierre Beltolse. Tom 
Pryce is once: again in the Baty 
Chevron while the Team Harper 
Chevrons are conducted by David 
Purley and Dieter Quester, the 
Austrian having recovered ‘from 
his finger injury. 

Masami Kuwashima leads the 
March BMW privateers while 
Brian Lewis Racing are sending 
Bill" Gubelmann and Gunnar 
Nilsson while one mustn't forget 


Jacques Coulon. The Marlboro 
Ecuador Surtees team have 
entered three cars for Tim 


Schenken, Reine Wisell and “El 
Speed" Ortega while the works 
fare again represented by John 
Watson and Jose Dolhem, Tony 
Brise Is due to make his F2 
debut in the works Modus, 

‘The race is over 68 laps of 
the tight 1,9-mile circuit) while 
the current lap record stands to 
‘Torsten Palm's works Surtees 
TS15 at 1 m 12.8 5, set up dur. 
ing his excellent dice with Peter 
Gethin and Jean-Pierre Jarier last 
year 


Enna 


Alpine Renault and EIf look set 
to’ bring this year's European 
2litre sports car a little closer 
to France at the Enna-Pergusa 
circuit in Sicily on Sunday. They 
fare sending four cars for this, 
the fourth round of the series, 
all of which they have won so 
far, albeit with different driver/ 
car combinations. The fleet and 
Very rapid A440s will be handled 
by Jean-Pierre Jabouille, winner 
of the ast round at ' Misano, 


Gerard Larousse (winner at 
Clermont), rallyman Bernard 
Darniche "and Alain Serpagel, 


leader of the drivers’ champlon- 
ship. Abarth are expected to send 
‘Along. a bevy of works cars, 
‘obviously hoping for Vittorio 
Brambilla to repeat his win of 
last year, but’ one seriously 
questions the organisational 
Capabilities of any of the other 
teams if the Alpine-Elfs are to 
be beaten, Chasing Alpine (60) 
in the points table are Chevron 
26), Lola (20), March (17) and 
Abarth (16) 
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All your weekend sport 


Zandvoort 


‘The curious state of the European 
‘Touring Car series moves to the 
sand-dunes of Zandvoort this 
‘weekend where another round of 
this once important championship 
takes place. There will be no 
works BMWs but plenty of 
private ex-works cars and once 
Sgain the Gitanes CSL Coupe of 
‘iain Peltier Jean-Louis Lafosse 
must start as favourite, although 
the two. works Capris will be 
looking for their first ETC win, 
But the incredible _semi-works 
Zakspeed Escort RS BDA of 
Dieter Glemser/Hans Heyer will 
be out to score its fourth 2-litre 

jass win on the trot and main 
tain Ford's lead in the champion. 
ship. 


Oulton Park 


Saturday afternoon 
Oulton Park Is. often 
lent pastime the summer 
months and this weekend sees 
no exception to the rule, despite 
the start of the football season 
once again, Six races are on the 
Oulton agenda with the emphasis 
‘on nostalgia in the form of three 
races for classic, _ historic 
thoroughbred sports. cars. 

‘There are rounds of | the 
Charles Spreckley Thoroughbred 
Sports car series, an historic race 
plus a round of the Classic Car 

jonship. Supporting them 

Lombard, F3 race 
all the regular run- 
entered, including the 
Marches of Brian Henton, 
Danny Sullivan and Jose Santo. 
There is also a round of the 
Triplex Gl series which should 
be a cracker while for those who 
ike pukka racing saloons, there 

‘also. an Esso Uniflo Special 
Saloon Championship race. First 
race on Saturday Is at 2 pm. 


Kirkistown 


‘Across the Irish Sea at Kirkis 
town, Northern Ireland, the 
Ulster AC are reviving the Ulster 
Trophy race sponsored by Texaco 
on Saturday afternoon. The rac 
fs one of the oldest in the Club’ 
calendar and over the past few 
‘s has fallen into something 
decline since its halcyon 
days at Dundrod in the early 
Afties 
The race will be for Formula 
Atlantic cars, which have taken 
off so well in Ireland, and the 
Organisers have been’ working 
hard to get some of the English- 
based contingent over there to 
compete. Among them is Geoff 
Friswell in his March 73B. 
‘iso on the programme is a 
special Showroom Saloon race 
Which is taking the form of an 


Trish/Scottish G1 challenge. 
‘Among the entries here are 
Graham and Jenny Birrell 


opposing rally ace Adrian Boyd 
and many more. Add to this an 
FF race, the first Super Sports 
race in’ Ulster (née Clubmans) 
nd a special saloon race, and it 
all makes up a very good meeting 
which starts at 1.30 pm. 


Mallory Park 
By far the largest club meeting 
this weekend is at Mallory Park 


where there are qualifying rounds 
for the BOC FF series, the Shell- 
‘Sport Clubmen’s and the Southern 
Organs Formula Adantics, plus 
additional rounds of the Simoniz 
special saloons and a modsports 

‘All the regular Atlantic 
runners will be present including 
John Nicholson, Geoff Friswell, 
Jim Crawford, Ray Mallock, Cyd 
Williams, Dave Morgan, Alan 
Jones, Ted Wentz and Andy 
Rouse. The BOC FF runners in- 
clude Richard Morgan, Syd Fox, 
Mike Young, Patrick Neve, Ber- 
‘ard Vermilio, Stephen South and 
many more and promises to be a 
real wishbone bender in typical 
FF_ fashion, 

The  Simoniz saloon race 
features another battle between 
Nick. Whiting’s _ FVC-powered 
Escort and Gerry Marshall's DTV 
Firenza while Richard Mallock 
and Richard Cresswell are bound 
to entertain in the Clubmen’s 
event. First race is at 2.30 pm. 


Brands Hatch 


Tom Belso, driving his EMI/ 
Luxembourg F5000 Lola 1330 
will be out to make his sponsors 
happy this weekend at Brands 
Hatch. where there's another of 
the popular " pop" meetings tak- 
Ing place sponsored by EMI and 
Radio Luxembourg. Belso is due 
to drive his big S-litre Lola in 
the 15 lap Libre race for the 
Radio Luxembourg Trophy but 
the appearance of Miss  Lella 
Lombardi in her ShellSport/208 
F5000 Lola T300 could turn a 
few eyebrows and take the smile 
of Tom's face! 

There are also supporting 
events taking in qualifying rounds 
for the Britax Gl series, a 


FF, Tricentrol/ Sports G' 
co ‘Caravan round plus 
Modsports race. Then there's 
Mexico Celebrity race with @ 
host of pop stars versus the RTL 


deejays. Among the pop 
arisis are pre-race favour 
ite Cozy Powell and mem- 


bers from Queen, New World 
and Design while Peter Powell 
‘and Tony (Oldham for the Cup 1) 
Prince will try and emulate Noel 
Edmonds, who'll be competing 
in the Gi race in his Motorcraft 
Cortina. 

Leading entries for the other 
races are Brian Henton, Danny 
Sullivan, Jose Santo, Alex Ribei 
Tony Rouff, Brian Pepper, Barrie 


Williams, Jock Robertson, 
Derrick Brunt, Nick Faure, Win 
Perey, Richard Jenvey,' Rob 
Wicken, Geoff Lees, THT Needell 
‘and Jeremy Lord's DFV-powered 
Minilite Lola 7280. First race 
starts at 230 pm. 


Croft 


Northern racegoers will 
pleased to know that 
nother race meeting at Croft on 
Sunday starting at 2.30 pm. Races 
cater for Formula Vee (VW 
Motors GB championship), mod- 
sports, Forward Trust saloons, 
‘Wendy Wool saloons, FF (BARC/ 
NSCC Championship), libre. and 
Clubmen’s. 

Entries include Mick Hill 
‘Tricentrol Capri and Doug Niven's 
Border Reivers Boss Escort in 
the saloon thrash with Kelvin 
Hesketh, Peter Harrington among. 
some of the leading FF runners, 
‘The modsports race promises a 
demon battle between John 
‘Absalom’s rapid Ginetta G4_and 
jovial Jon Fletcher's Lotus Elan. 


Snetterton 


‘The 750 Motor Club are host at 

Snetterton on Sunday where they 

fare organising an eight-race meet: 
Ing starting at 2 pm. 

‘Races cater for 750 Reliants, 

monopostos, F1300, Mini Se7e 

‘4, Clubmen's, Min 

tend 

ing entries are David Newman 

ind John Richardson (750s), Alan 


postos), Lorina Boughton, Nick 
Crossley and Fergus Tait (F4), 
Tan Bracey and Sid Marler 
(Clubmen's) and Glen Eagling 
(FF), 


© This weekend at Silverstone 


sees Britain's biggest motor 
bike meeting when the John 
Play International takes 
place over the full Grand 


Prix course, This is the 
first time the term Grand Prix 
has been linked with such an 
event, despite it being a non- 
championship meeting, since the 
Isle of Man TT days. All the 
leading riders are going, save 
for Giacomo Agostini who's been 
detained in Maly to ride at a 
national meeting. It'll also be 
a chance to see Britain's double 
500 ce title holder Phil Read in 
action. 


There'll be more production saloon antics at Brands Hatch on Sunday. 
Let's hope rain doesn't cause too many antics like this. 


Joyed the fine wea! 


Special stage 
Ford win ‘‘fastest ever’’ 1000 Lakes 


er of this year's 1000 L 


begins on page 


Driv 

Bil 

3, Mike Hibbert (3: 
Jackson 12; 5, Ste 


Dominic Bi 


orge Dean; Donal O'Sullivan: 
‘Tom Mair; Hugo Kenned: 

Smart; Bill Crabb. Top Cha 
fs Chris Hudi from 


@ Aberdeon rally driver Bob 
Shearer will be ing on the 
Burmah R 


publicity Assistant with Aberdeen 


purnals Ltd. The car is an 


edited by lan Sadler 


DTV Magnum 
takes group 1 


Vauxhalls are well respected 
these days as group one rally 
cars with winning ways. Pent! 
Airikkala and  Hesso Haaksiala 
with the loaned DTV Gl Magnum 
Coupé kept the flag flying last 
weekend by winning the group 
one category outright on the 
1000 Lakes, finishing 16th over- 
all, The car Airikkala drove was 
the same Magnum with which 
Will Sparrow won the Gl on the 
Circuit’ of Ireland and Welsh 
rallies earlier this year. Airilkk 

beat last year’s G1 winner Kyosti 
Hamalainen (Alfa 2000) and 
Pentti Katha (Avenger 1600), 


A class win 
for BL Marina 


n the 1000 


A class win success 
Lakes was the bright news from 
British Leyland early this week. 
Brian Culcheth “and Johnstone 
Syer competed on thelr fastest 
1000 Lakes yet and brought the 
newly leted 1.3 Marina 
Coupe in 22nd position 
‘overall beating the Skoda 1208s 


of John Haughland and Markku 
Saaristo. The rally car was only 
completed at Special Tuning less 

two weeks be the 


Pentti Airikhala takes DTV’s much-rallied DTV Mai 
to 16th overall and top Gl 
press on with BL Special Tuning’s G2 Morris Marin 


Almond with Howden 
third from Robert Baillie Avenger GT. 
Twenty - three - year-old Markku 


mn scored yet another brilliant 
proving himself as the 
(ing generation's top driver 


Brian Culch 


Castrol 


SPECIAL STAGE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 1974 


Yorkshire forests 
for Armstrong 


Regulations are now available for 
York Motor Club's Armstrong 
Forest Rally which is a national 
event to be run on Saturday, 
September 21, and is sponsored 
by Armstrong Patents Co Ltd, 
e East Yorkshire based shock 
absorber and car components 
firm. The rally ig included in the 
Castrol/Aurosroxt, BTRDA. and 
ECC Championships. 


Scrutineering is from 19.00 
hours on Friday, September 20, 
at Leedhams Garage in York, the 


main Vauxhall agent. Rolling road 
facilities will be available for 
Group 1 cars in the Castrol 


Avtosrort Championship, 
The Start and Finish 
York Livestock Centre with the 
rest halt at Flamingo Park Zoo 
near Pickering. The event con- 
tains approximately 20 stages 
covering over 80. miles, all of 
which will be in the best of the 
Yorkshire Forests. Cash awards 
total over £500 plus a large 
amount of silverware. 


sat the 


Cheltenham 


Festival 
—October date 


The Cheltenham Festival Rally 
will be starting from the Post 
se, Swindon on Friday, Octo- 
II, on the same rally-packed 
weekend as the Crystal Stages 
(BTRDA) and Plains (Weber/ 
Motoring News). Clerk of the 
Course, Tony “McMahon has 
planned 100 miles of stages (20 
In all) within the 320-mile route 
with 50 of the stage miles in the 
ss. Starting at 22.00 hrs on 
Friday evening the rally is due 
back to the Post House at 13.00 
hrs on Saturday. All competitors 
who applied for regulations at 
the original date for the rally 
bbe included in the m 
Hist. Regulations should be 
able within the next 
from: “Ken Dudley, 
brooke Road, Hucclecote, Glou- 
cester, GL33QR, Results ‘will be 
‘computeris 
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Special stage 


Wiggins Teape support Lindisfarne 


Organisers of the Lindisfarne 
Rally (Saturday October 5) the 
‘Tynemouth and District MC have 
concluded sponsorship for_ the 
1974 event with Wiggins Teape 
and the rally will be called the 
Lindisfarne IDEM Rally; IDEM 
a brand name used by the car- 
bonless copying paper division. 


Earlier this year Wiggins Teape 
decided to continue with a one- 
off sponsorship of Donald Heggie 
George Dean for the Welsh with 
representation for the rest of 
the season. The IDEM Escort 
will obviously have its sights set 
on winning the Lindisfarne this 


@ Following an error in a race 
report when it was stated that 
the roll cage of Maurice Reeves 
Blazespeed Mini "succumbed to 
the strain,” we now have a 
photograph of the wrecked car 
and it is clearly visible that the 
roll cage in fact took the impact 
of the high-speed roll without 
feven distorting. The cage was a 
{ull frame with side members, 
manufactured by Safety Devices. 


Arkell afterthoughts 


© Hepgie’s only trouble was St 
ting tyres that were too wide for 
the first few stages. When he 
changed. to narrower tyres he 
went’ better. His navigator 
reckoned he was pulling 9,500 
fpm in top in the straight at the 
Park. 

@ Chapman's team-mate from F 
English, Colin White, had little 
joy. He had an engine that mis 
fired and would not pull, and 
then went off song, and he los 
time In the early stages with a 
Wheel stud which turned in its 
splines, 

© Gordon Batchelor drove Nigel 
Rockey’s Tour of Britain RS2000 
fon the Arkell which he has pur. 
chased as a spare car for the 
BTRDA championship to supple- 
ment his 1800 ce car. 

@ Mike Rawson (Martin Group 
Opel Ascona) was only able to 
start after borrowing an engine. 
The car did not appear on. the 
Lancia Pointer due to bearing 
failure, 

© The first 22 cars home were 
all Ford Escort derivatives—is It 
@ record? 

@ ‘Jane Neate was delighted to 
beat Linda Jackson by just 3 5 
to take the Ladies’ Award, 

@ Dawe's Allegro retired’ with 
bearing failure early in the event. 


Endrust sponsor 
two rally cars 


Endrust Ltd, part of the Weather: 
shields Group, from Erdington, 
Birmingham, ‘have announced 
that they will be sponsoring two 
cars in this year’s rally calendar. 
The cars and crew are Pat Ryan 
and John Platt in a Group 
Mini which will be contesting 
the  Castrol-Aurosrort Special 
Stage Rally Championship and 
the Group 5 Escort of Richard 
Sprigg and *Jock’ Kennerdy who 
will be contesting the BTRDA 
Rally Championship. Pat's light 
weight Mini will be using the 
1.5. litre Blazespeed engines 
which have been used success- 
fully in the past. Richard Sprigg's 
Escort uses 2 1600 cc BRM Twim 
Cam Engine. 

Endrust specialise in car under: 
body rust protection and a new 
Armaglaze process to protect 
paintwork. A. useful feature of 
the deal is the use of the com: 
pany's car transporter to carry 
both rally and service cars to 
the rally starts. The company 
also sponsor the Modsports rac 
ing car of Harry Phillips, a 7 
litre ‘Chevrolet Corvette Sting. 
ray and have recently supported 
the Australian Leyland P76 of 
Evan Green and John Bristow 
who finished 13th overall on the 
World Cup Rally. 


© BTRDA Triple “C™ positions 
after the Arkell Rally 1, D. Bell 
40 points; 2, G. Lepley 38; 3, 
T. Baines 24 4, C. White 23 
5, D, Beeby 22:'6, G. Batchelor 
2i 
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200 — tougher than expected for mary competitors. 
i's Imp meets a very large rut on one of the narrow whites 


Here 


Hill Rally cancelled with 


insufficient club support 


Britain's cross-country vehicle 
association, the All Wheel Drive 
Club, have announced that the 
1974" Hill Rally will, regrettably. 
not take place as planned. The 
reasons given by the club are 
that they met with severe prob: 
lems of organisation. The major. 


ity of off-road clubs in the country 
were approached with an. invit- 
ation to help with the organis- 


ation of the Hill Rally but either 
the All Wheel Drive Club receiv- 
ed no further communication or 
else the other clubs stated that 
they were not able to become 
Involved in the venture. The 
consequences were that the nec 
essary land clearances required 
were not all obtained by the 
deadline set 

The organisers of the Hill 


Rally stress that an event of such 


status must be a joint effort or 
the problems ercountered in 
previous Hill Rallies will still 


Erop up, The club had many en: 
quiries from prospective entrants 
fand suggest that those who were 
looking forward to enterinj 
should join the All Wheel Driv 
mntingent on the Rallye Infernal 
near Paris next January. Instead 
of the Hill Rally an event to be 
known as the “Triathlon '74 
will be held over the same week 
end (October 12/13), This two: 
day event will comprise one day 
taken up with a trial plus orien 
tering exercise with a com- 
petitive safarl the following day 
(speed event). Negotiation for a 
venue are in progress. 


> a Oe i 


Examples from the BTRDA Stage Rally Organisers’ Manual., Above 
the seven recommended arrowing positions. Below : an example of the 
Correct arrowing for a tight turn after a long straight on an airfield 
Stage. Of airfield stages the book recommends " muat be avoided unless 
of extremely 
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FORDS WIN AGAIN 
RALLY OF THE 


THOUSAND LAKES 


WORKS ESCORTS ist AND 
2nd OVERALL 


For RS1600 and 2000 Get your Ford RS2000 


go to 3100 or Mexico 
TRICENTROL CARS LTD from 
39 Robjotins Road, THOMAS MOTORS 


Widford Industrial Estate. x 
Chelmatord iiseex Whitegate Drive, Blackpool 


Tok: (0285) 64111 Tel: 0253 63332 
t Sord_@y Rallye Sport Centre orc _ Rallye Sport Centre 


For Ford in Westmorland RS2000s Galore! 
LAKELAND MOTOR CO LTD 


at 
Mintsfleet Industrial Estate, Kendal, Westmoriand AL EXAN D E RS 


SCOTLAND 


for Ford Motoring 


ALEXANDERS OF EDINBURGH LTD, 
Semple Street, 
Edinburgh EH3 8BN 


Be successful like Ford's 
Rally Team on 1000 Lakes 


go to 


V.M.W. MOTORS 


Tel: Edinburgh (031229) 3331 
253 Badminton Road, Coal Pit Heath, Bristol BS7 1QN 
To: 0854 477 8271 


> Rallye Sport Centre 
Rallye Sport Centre 
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CROFT 


Starkey strikes success 


Mick Starkey followed up his success at Ain- 
tree on Saturday by winning the Formula 
Ford final in his Merlyn Mk 20A, in the NSCC 
meeting at Croft on Sunday. The Libre race 
was won by Nick Wattiez in the ex-Guy 
Edwards Lola T330, Derek Cooke narrowly 
held off Barry Joeli to take the Clubmen’s 
modsports, while Jim Evans seored an 
Impressive win in the Wendy Wools Saloon 
race at the wheel of the whispering Ford 
RS2000 Turbo. 

The six race programme opened with thi 
first of two heats for Formula Fords. On pole 
‘sat Graham Hamilton in his Van Dieman RF74, 
who had set a quick time of Im 152 s under 
ideal conditions. Joining him on the front 
row, were Mick Starkey, and the Nike Mk 10 
of John Simpson who is currently leading the 
BARC FF Championship. John was feeling 
distinctly unhappy, as his car had thrown 
‘out pints of off In practice, and was markedly 
off-song, 

‘After a very good start, it was Hamilton 
who lead off the line, closely pursued by 
Starkey and the Hawke of Stuart Lawson. 
Hamilton steadily pulled away, while Simp- 
son, who had made a bad start moved up 
from third at the end of the first lap, and 
then set off in pursult of the flying Starkey. 
He caught the Merlyn driver up on lap three, 
‘and then clung like a shadow until Jap seven, 
when he was able to squeeze past to take 
second place behind Hamilton. In fourth 
Place, Stuart Lawson held off a very dete 
mined challenge for all of the nine laps 
from the similar Hawke of George Franchitt! 

"The favourite for the second race 
for special saloons, was John Calvert, who 
had lapped his BDA Escort a full 2 s faster 
than the second placed trio of Keith Bow- 
maker, Paul Rhodes and Jim Evans, With 
Chris "Meck a non starter, and Doug Niven 
away at Silverstone, there seemed nothing to 
stop Calvert running away with this race; 
and this became even more apparent when 
1¢ flag fell as he moved into an immediate 
\d, pursued by the Escorts of Rhodes and 
Evans. For two laps the leading Escort pulled 
away, until, on entering the chicane on lap 
three, Calvert locked up the front whe 
‘on braking, and went straight on Into the 
farmco. There now started a real battle be- 
tween the FVC powered ex-Derek Huntley 
Escort of Rhodes, and the amazingly quiet 
RS2000 Turbo-charged Escort of Evans. 

‘On lap four, the Turbo slipped past into 
the lead, and for the remaining eight laps 
managed’ to keep the FVC at bay; and this 
with a motor containing standard con. rods, 
and’ limited to 6500 rpm, which just shows 
the potential of turbo-charging. In a lonely 
third place, Keith Bowmaker cruised round 
In his 47 litre stock-block Ford, while behind 
him a battle raged between the 1293 Mini of 
Bob Morey, and the 998 Imp of Peter Pitman. 
This was fesolved on lap 10, when the two 
came together in the chicane, the Mini spin- 
ning off sideways, while the Imp tried un- 
Successfully to. take off vertically, and 
narrowly averted rolling. Both drivers climbed 
‘out unhurt. This let Dave Horsley through to 
fourth, after a very steady drive, winning his 
class into the bargin. Tony Cartright drove 
equally steadily to finish fifth, and take the 
up to 1000 ce Clas 

"The next race, heat 2 for Formula Fords, 
suggested a welcome return to Croft for Peter 
Harrington after his nasty accident last year. 
This was his second outing. having won at 
Cadwell the previous week he was showing 
all his old form, confirmed by his pole posi- 
tion. This form was confirmed as the flag fell, 
and he moved into an immediate lead from 
‘Andrew Jeffrey in the Elden 10A, and the 
Hawke of Dave Stedman. On ‘lap two, 
Harrington started to pull out a big lead, 
while Stedman moved up to second, ahead 
of Jeffrey. 

By lap four, Harrington had a lead of 5 s, 
but his motor had started to smoke as he 
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changed gear. This got noticeably worse, until 
he was forced to pull in on lap five with 
a blown head gasket. Steedman then moved 
into the lead, while Jeffrey was displaced from 
second by the Elden of David Kerr. Jeffrey 
fought back, and for the remaining laps he 
was up to Elden's tail, without being able to 
find a way past. Farther down the field, there 
was a fierce dispute for fifth place between 
Colin McLean's MRE and the Van Diemen 
of Gordon Dalzell, which was resolved in 
Dalzell’s favour on the last lap. Bruce Mac- 
Michael drove a lonely race to finish fourth 
in his Crossle 20F. 

A crescendo of nolse and power greeted 
the start of the Libre race. In to the lead 
‘went the F5000 Lola of Nick Wattiez, followed 
by Bill Wood in the F5000 Trojan 101 and 
the ex-Fittipaldi, exJohnie Blades Lotus 69 
of Andy Barton, wick now had the benefit 
of “an 1800 ce motor for the first time. 
Behind Barton came Chris Chost in his 
Brabham BT36, and Peter Dugdale in his 
March 733. Next came Ted Payne, who was 
having problems with the handling of his 
B38, while trying out new low-profile tyres ; 
and Peter Williams in his brand new Chevron 
B27, which he was driving in anger for the 
first! time. One driver having all sorts of 

driving for the 
Second time in a bigbanger, his BT19 
Brabham-Olds. This was the car that David 
Hepworth used once upon a time on the 
hills, and with its shore chassis, it was a 
bit of a handful on Croft's faster corners. 


Nick Wattiez started to pull away from 
the fleld, and by lap three was well ahead 
of Bill Wood, who then had a moment, and 
dropped to eighth, letting Andy Barton into 
second place, At this point, the race settled 
down for a few laps, with Wattiez leading 
from Barton, with Choat holding third, while 
Wood once more made his way through the 
field. By lap six the Trojan was back up to 
fourth, then on the next lap had displaced 
Choat’ for third. There now followed a bi 
dice for fourth ‘between Choat and Dugdale 
which was to last until t Then, on 
Tap 10, Wood went missing, a drive st 


having sheared, spinning him off, This moved 
Choat up to third followed by Dugdale, 


Graham Hamilton heads for the weeds in his 
FF van Diemen. 


Williams and Payne. 

The order remained the same until the 
end, with Wattiez taking a comfortable win. 
Farther down the field, Williams, Payne and 
Applegarth Kept the thing alight, to finish 
in that order in their class, 


A large grid appeared for the Clubmen’s 
modspores race. Barry Joell got away first 
in his U2 Mk 14, closely pursued by the 11B 
of Derek Cooke, and the Magnum C74A of 
Timothy Wood. For four laps, Joell kept Cooke 
at bay, then Cooke slipped past at Tower on 
braking, and Joell tucked in behind, almost 
under his tail. These two turned on a breath- 
taking spectacle for all of the remaining 
laps, with Joell still under Cooke's tall as 
they took the flag, Behind them there was 
a long gap before the duel for third place 
between Tim Wood and the Ginetta of John 
Absalom. Absalom was obviously totally un- 
affected by the nasty spill of the week before, 
and he fought like a tiger, getting past th 
Magnum on lap seven, only to be displaced 
again on lap 11—but’ only just; and again 
this was a case of crossing the line almost 
under the tail of the car in front. 


Farther down the field, there was a good 
scrap between the ex-Blades works Clan of 
Kenny Allen, the U2-of Mel Ross, and the 
similar car of Alan Webb. At one ‘point the 
Clan was sandwiched between the two faster 
Clubmen's cars, but then the throtle spring 
broke on the Imp. engine; and 

matters worse, the gear-lever 
Allen's hand, forcing him to give 
two Clubmens, 


‘The meeting finished on a very high note 
with the Formula Ford final. The grid post- 
Hons were determined by times set up in 
the heats, with Graham Hamilton taking pole 
in his flag fell, the Van 
Diemen id, and started to 
pull away from the field, Behind came Dave 
Stedman, then Mick ‘Starkey and John 
Simpson. By lap two it appeared to be a 
one car race; as the Van Diemen went even 
‘Starkey pulled right 
up t0 Stedman, Meanwhile, Simpson dropped 
down to fifth, behind Andrew Jeffery, the 
Nike obviously’ suffering from its sick engine, 
‘As the laps were reeled off, the leading 
Hamilton was content to ease off, while 
Simpson moved back up to fourth, Then 
drama! On lap seven the Van Diemen was 
missing, the throttle cable 
As Hamilton sat helpless by the side of the 
road, Starkey roared into the lead, this also 
spurring on Dave Steedman, who again closed 
Fight up. As the battle hotted up, the leading 
duo pulled away from the rest of the fleld, 
while Stuart Lawson quietly moved up, pick: 
ing off Andrew Jeffery and John Simpson on 
successive laps. 

It was obvious that Steedman was not 
‘going to give up without a fight, and he harried 
‘Starkey for Isp after lap; but the Merlyn. 
driver was not going to risk anything under 
Pressure and he kept his six-inch lead by 
skill and cunning, using all of the road on 
his way to the flag. Third was Lawson, while 
sick motor or not, Simpson managed to hold 
fourth, just ahead of Jeffery. 


BRIAN METZ 


1 Srey Uiuasn’ Thertel” 3," 
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VOLVO WINS LADIES’ AWARD 
RALLY OF THE 1000 LAKES 


VOLVO GT ‘sinuses STAGE Il CONVERSION £290 EXCHANGE 
VOLVO ROAD/RALLY SUSPENSION PARTS STOCKED 
SUMP GUARDS ETC. 


T.A.D. Volvo Boutique 
Rallye Jackets, College Sweaters, 
Tee Shirts, Panama Hats etc. 


Suppliers of all new Volvo’s 
164, 144, 145 


T.A.D. L ~<]_ MAIN NORTH LONDON DEALERS 


AUTO SALES Y2" 205 REGENTS PARK ROAD, 


7 Y CENTRAL, LONDON, N3 - 01-346 6616 
LIMITED = FINCHLEY CE L 01-346 66 
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Sports extra 


Elan BTD at Curborough — Uniflo 200 difficulties — Kitchen’s 


me 


= 5 


of the dr 


John Bevan took advantog: 


AUTOCROSS 


ing track and Mike 


Turpin's non-start to set BTD. 


Bevan’s BTD on drying track 


Postponed from May when they were unable to 
get a venue, the Forest of Dean MC round 
Of this. year’s Castrol/BT&RDA Autocross 
championship was finally held last Sunday 
at Coleford where after a very damp practice 
the weather improved steadily and the course 
became quicker as the day wore on John 


Bevan got BTD on his second run with Nav 
with Mike Turpin second to him but not 
getting a second run time for comparison while 
the star in many people’s minds was Londoner 
Bob Merridale who turned in a class-winning 
performace with his 1300 Escort which left 
the rest of the class standing still. He took 
the class by no less than 12.5 when all about 
him were spinning and sliding in the glutinous 
mud. One of the biggest upsets of the whole 
season occurred in the standard car class 
Where the all-conquering Martin Barnard suf. 
fered his first big reverse for almost two 
years when his Datsun 240Z failed to finish 
in the top placings through exuberance, a 
malaise which affected several others as well. 

Battle commenced as usual with the stan: 
dard cars and Muriel Banks and her Cooper 
were always in command. She finally took the 
Class with @ very neat 89.68 from Graham 
Harper in the Honda Civic who did 91.6 s, 
this being the first time that cars in the 
up to 1600 ce division had taken first and 
second. Dave Keevil re-appeared with the 
Datsun 240Z for third but 25s down on 
Harper. The 3litre Capri of Dick Cullen and 
Dennis Moody shared the first two places in 
the rally car class, Cullen being 1.25 quicker 


than Moody with a class-winning time of 
95.8 
‘After a shaky start to the season the 


Solihull Motors sales manager Nick Garner 
has really come good with his 870 Mini and 
his Class A score was taken to 10 wins when 
he nipped round in 78.5 s to leave the rest to 
sort themselves out as best they could. Dave 
‘and Malcolm Keelock finally took the places 
with 83.35 and 8485, the latter time being 
falso credited to Derek Sparkes On the first 


AUTOSPORT, AUGUST 8, 1976 


runs in Class B, Dick Keen was within striking 
ice of Merridale but the Londoner was 
bon his second run while Keen went 


off in his Escort. Gordon McLeod (Anglia) 
managed to keep it on the island and took 
Second on 91.8% which left Keen third while 


& mysterious one-off drive for George Warren 
in another Escort was slow enough to indi 

that perhaps all was not well with the 
machinery. 

The sports cars were again thin on the 
ground ‘but Rob Gibson pat up one of his 
Best performances to beat the power of the 
Triumph GT6 of Dowson and Northall. Gib: 

in's 1600 Sprite held Dowson by 1.58 while 


Rob Gibson put one over the Triumph GT6 brigade to win the sports car cl 


Longridge record — Merridale stars — Forthcoming Events 


fall was over 4s slower. Ron Easton spun 
his TVR Vixen on the second run after being 
second on the first runs. Another to spin away 
& possible class win was John Button whose 
VW was left second to Tony King's Imp In 
the rear-ehgined class. King did 89.05 and 
Button would have {0 have worked hard to 
beat this but he was left with six points with 
Chris Drewhitt. (Imp) third, a long way off 

‘Ann Harris looked set for a good placing 
in the I-litre Mini class when she was third 
after the first runs but she spun her chances 
of gold away while Brunt steamrollered the 
rest with a time of 75.83, almost 5s better 
than Steve Williams with Frank Morris a 
further 28 down, 

Rumours that George Warren had sold his 
BDA-engined beast were silenced when he 
appeared to take Class F in his usual im- 
maculate style in 822s while Clive Truman 

‘not happy with his 2-litre Escort but 
.dsix points albeit 108 down on the 
h class master. Two potential class. win- 
ners ran into trouble in Class G to leave Mike 


Blake to collect the money and points. First 
Terry Smith, fastest on his first run with his 
1400 Mini was in gearbox trouble all day 


and after a first run of B1.9 s he did not get 
to the line for a second bite, Next Dave 
Blaber put In a storming second run to pro: 
duce a class-winning time until It was noted 

had clobbered a marker which demoted him 
four 1d Blake on 76.8 s came Basil 
Thomas on while Dave’ Fuell was 
third on 80.9 s. 

Beaten off the line on his first 
Frank Moss Special the 


run by the 
jess Bevan did 
ted all 


rors 
st run as he co 
fhe muck there w ‘collect and. Turpin 
nipped ahead with 75.5 s. On the second tun 
Turpin looked good until he spun his chances 
{his necessary class win away near the end 
and Bevan made no mistake in taking the class 
yet again, Nick 

Volnile competitive 
and was reasonably 
for second in class. 


Sports extra 


SPRINT 
Kitchen takes 
off Longridge 


Preston driver John Kitchen put himself into 
the record book last weekend when he carved 
a handsome two seconds off the three lap 
Sprint course record for the Longridge circuit 
On a fine day he whipped his March 722 
round in 79.03 s to collect the Esso Uniflo 
Trophy at the oll company sponsored meeting 
which attracted 67 starters in 11 classes 
Best of the class struggles came in the over 
1500 cc standard saloons where Peter 
Ormerod took his 1600 Escort to avery 
narrow victory over Vic Mills’ 3 litre Capri, 
the margin being 0.15 

‘Without any entries in the up to 1100 ce 
class the proceedings of three runs per car 
started with the 1151-1500 cc class where 
Bob Fryers had a comfortable win in 91.35 s 
in his 1275 Cooper with John Casey second 
in his 1293 Cooper doing 92.68 s. One of the 
best supported classes was the up to I-litre 
‘special saloons where Ken Tomlinson had t 
fight hard for his win in his 985 Mini with 
atime of 89.99 s which left Martin Brockhouse 
three tenths adrift in his Riley Elf. Third 
was M, P. Allen (Cooper), who made the right 
decision when he decided to journey north 
from rain soaked Gloucestershire 

Richard White, Garry. Woodcock and 
Warren Booth took the places in the over 
L-litre class. White, in his 1598 Escort 
showed all his old mastery In ge 
toa time of 85.37 s which was seventh BTD, 
Woodcock and’ Booth, respectively in 1275 


three seconds 
sprint record 


in the 92 s bracket 
1300. ce were led all 
Whistle in his Midget 
96.07 s with Sonia Barnes second in her 
Midget just over six seconds slower. 

In the modified and limited production 
sports car class to the same capacity, Ron 
Speake was some 12 s quicker than’ Birt 
whistle, his Sprite doing 84.65 s which left 
John Bury second in a class of four with his 
Midget on 85.35 8. The GT and sports racing 
class produced seven starters and Landars 
were first and second. Steve Lawrenson took 
the class in 86.01 s well abead of Martin 
Burke. Dave Robinson and Don Auckland 
shared a Lotus 69 to first and second in the 
‘up to 1100 racing car section with Robinson 
Setting a winning time of 82.66 s against 
Auckland's 88.22 s. The Terrapin of | P. 
Kirby was third in 8836s. There were five 
in the up to 2-litre racing car class and behind 
Kitchen’ the class. went to David Taylor's 
bham BT3SC with 81.98 s while the PTP 
Clubman of Anthony Winter did 82.56 s for 
Second spot. A S-Hitre Lotus of Jack Lord 


Seven sports cars up to 
day by Cart Birt 
who did a best of 


@id 86.72 s to take the next class from Alan 
Barton in the same car while a class for cars 
with more than one carburettor went to the 
Escort of Bob Yarwood who did 95.68 s. 


RALLY 


Beaumont/Sykes home 
by a minute 


There was a close finish to last weekend's 
Vincent Farrand Dalesmans Rally run by the 
Airedale & Pennine MC in the Halifax and 
Huddersfield area when the winning crew. of 
John Beaumont and Geoff Sykes had only a 
minute in hand at the end of the 140 miles 
event. They dropped 23m in their Mexico to 
Win the all-novice event, which attracted 90 
entries, from the Cooper S of Joanna Cooke 
and Adrian Prince. The latter driver was doing 
her first restricted event and certainly she 
‘and Prince produced blushes among many of 
the others ‘on the event which visited 60 
controls during a fine night 

There was 4 terrific battle for third overa 
and, as it happened, he first two places in 
the over 1300ce class, all three cars drop: 
ping 32 m. Third overall, on the furthest 
Eleanest basis, went to Michael Wylie and 
‘Alan. Cooper’ in thelr’ Avenger while the 
‘Avenger Tiger of the husband and wife team 
of Keith and Margaret Teare took the class 


award from David and Bill Cunningham in 
their Escort. Third in this class were William 
Thackray and Michael Woodhouse In a Mexico 
who dropped 44m. 

Success in the up to 1300cc class went 

‘Derek Sowerby and Bill Honeywell in 
thelr Escort Sport on 35m with Phil Moul: 
son and Peter Halkyard (Simca Rallye) and 
ohn Howley’ Kim Millman (Simca Rallye), in 
the places on 39m and. 41m respectively. 
The ‘best Airedale and Pennine crew were 
Dave Ashford and Peter Croft (Escort TC), on 


Tim to finish 12th. 


Cooper and 3-litre Escort, both clocked times 


AUTOCROSS 
Prior and Law star 


Brian Prior and his VW and Stephen Law In 
his big engined Mini were the stars of a 
very wet and muddy third round of the 361 
Autocross Championship which Gaynes CC 
ran at Rickeys Field, Cranham, Essex, last 
Sunday. Prior took BTD in 104.1's while Law, 
only four-tenths of a second siower over the 
1,000 yards course, became the first driver 
to clinch his class at all three meetings held 
in the series and is the only maximum points 
scorer to date. Nearly 90 competitors con- 
tested the round and there are two more 
events to run, 

"The Thomson brothers, Clive and Ian, took 

third in the up’ to 870 front-engined 

Sharing the same car, Clive did 
107.8's to beat Brian Johnson by ‘half a sec- 
‘ond while elder brother Ian did 109.2 s. 

‘Another brother pairing, that of Tony and 
Roger Beesley, dominated the up to 1300 cc 
front-engined rwd class. Tony won from 12 
competitors in the Anglia in 111.28 while 
Roger was just under a second slower at 
112.0, Dennis Pettitt brought his Escort into 
third in 115.08. Best of the six sports cars 
was Rob Upton’s Elan. He did 110.6 to beat 
Jon Pharez (Elan) by no less than 14s. Pharez 
‘obviously disliking the weather and the con- 
ditions. 

‘The consistent Gerry Poore added another 
class win to his total with his Mini in the 
up to I-litre class where he did 107.38 to 
beat Derek Heathcote by half a second with 
Tony Law third in 109.1. The big Escort/ 
Anglia class produced a healthy 14 entries and 
a win for Greg Steel in his Escort who did 
108.0 to beat Mike Musson (Anglia), by a 
very comfortable 3s with the Mexico of 
Maicoim Smith third. Law's Mini had a second 
advantage in taking the over I-titre Mini 
class from John Crollie who did 105.5 5 while 
third in a class of only seven was Tony Bond 
who returned 107.65, 


in the mud 


Trying the car prior to a possible purchase, 
Harry Self collected the specials/rear-engined 
class with the Jim Young Jimini Special in 
105.5 s while Peter Cook, Inst year's champion, 
was second with Half-a-Mo in 109.3% The 
Tour entries inthe production saloon class 
were led home by Tony Brett's Mexico which 
did 114.68 to continue his consistent per 
formances while Les Johnson (Alpine) was 


second. The novice class had a healthy 12 
starters and J. White was delighted to get his 
turbocharged 2-litre Victor to not only” finish 
but win its class at last, He did 120.0% while 
Terry Panrucker (Escort) was second 1.18 
behind with Robert Rolfe (RS2000), third. 
The rally car class produced a win for Terry 
Foster in his 158 Escort with Anthea Larner 


Roy Lane (below) took BTD at Harewood on Sunday at the BARC Yorkshire Centre's Castrol 
BARC meeting. John Cussins was 0.67 s behind while 


third, with a fighting drive on the oil- 


| covered hill, was Chris Cramer. Peter Voigt put himself at the head of the Castrol Championship, 


but very closely followed by Mike Flather, who beat his own re 


ord. 
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Sports extra 


Jan Pettie and John Jones rush down a lane on their way to a comfortable win. 


RALLY 


Pettie/Jones win tough one 


Like a sledgehammer to a nut, the Esso Unt. 
flo 200, run last Saturday ‘night by Mid 
Surrey Automobile Club slaughtered the field 
of over 80 starters by a combination of hard 


navigation and hard terrain. The terrain was 
the traditional Hampshire and Berkshi 

downs tracks, which amble for miles across 
open country, sometimes deceptively smooth 
but of a sudden treacherously rough, 


Whilst the navigation though simple in the 
form of map references was complicated by 
not being issued in advance—and. needlessly 
complicated. When a single reference might 
suffice, navigators were forced to plot three 
or four—and an isolated reference would hide 
fan unexpected detour. Ian Pettie, rallying a 
Mexico (or indeed an Escort) for the ‘frst 
time won comfortably with the ald of John 
Jones, who save for an interval of a few 
years has been contesting this sort of event 
Since the early sixties. The event counted 
towards both ACSMC and LCAMC cham- 
plonships 

To say that the rally was unnecessarily 
tough might perhaps be unfalr for the flerce- 
ness of ‘the rain in the second half was 
something that few could have foreseen. But 
be that as it may, nobody was able to com- 
plete the route, the winners having to miss 
two controls as they fell too close to their 
overall lateness of 20 m for comfort, whilst 
the second men dropped _ five 
sheltering forlornly in the later 
event were feeling very lonely—some seeing 
Jess than a half-dozen cars in an hour. 

The entry list bore many changes from that 
planned. For a start Chris Daisy failed to 
appear in his Avenger, whilst Kelth Trenter's 
Escort engine failed and Kevin Videan in his 
road-going Datsun 240Z took over instead 
Of Lawrence Wells and Malcolm Harvey Ross 
there were no signs. Peter Hill was eventually 
able to make ready his BMW 2002 after the 
Arkell, only after he had lost his navigating 
wife to Nigel Jurd; both were still running 
fat the finish but like many failed to qualify 
tus finishers having not visited enough control 
points. 

The organisation showed signs of last 
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minute planning in many directions, the most 
serious of which was ambiguity in the finish. 
ing qualification. The stewards eventually had 
to expand the range of finishers to cater for 
this problem; but for this there would only 
have been three or four finishers. In this the 
ganisers were perhaps lucky, as there were 
relatively few crews who made the finish, 
for there was no results team. If the ral 
had been easier there would have been no 
hope of results being announced at the finish 
Apart from the hard-luck stories of various 
crews who only just failed to qualify by the 
dd control or two, Mitch Bayliss and Derek 


ter Johnson /Tony 
Woodhay 


Pettis, 


ntual third placed crew 


AUTOCROSS 


Miserable weather 
affects entries 
and gate 


Dunlop members Reg Fitt and Malcolm Scott 
walked off with BTD and a class win when 
Loughborough CC ran their restricted auto- 
cross at Peatling Magna last Sunday. The 
club only had 26 entries in four clas: 

the miserable weather affected the gate, In 
his 999 Mini Fitt had a best run over three 
Inps of a 900 yards course in 2 m 30.0 5 
while Scott took the class in 2 m 33.6 s. 

Six Minis turned out in the up to 850 cc 
class and this was won by Pete Taylor in 2 m 
387 s with Barry Topley second in 2 m 
45.7 s. The conventional saloon classes were 
amalgamated to produce seven entries and 

stair Lyall took his 1650 Escort to a win 
in 2 m 44.5 s while Tom Eaton did 2 m 46.2 8 
for second in his 1300 Anglia. Third was the 
Sprite engined A40 of Phil Wardle. 

‘Angus Martin was the’ fourth class winner 
with his big engined Mini winning with 2 m 
452 3 from Dave Hazlewood's imp which 
was put in with the big Minis to give a class 
of six. His time of 2 m 46.5 s produced 
the best class battle of the day for Mick 
Mann, second in the up to I litre Mini class 
was miles behind Scott 


Crothers were disappointed to fall from the 
lead in thelr Weaton Commercials Ascona, 
They drove past a control point and in an 
elaborate detour to visit the point again fell 
heavily behind lateness, Had Mid Surrey been 
given longer the 200 could have been an 
excellent event instead of merely a lucky one, 


are seen in their Mini near East 


Sports extra 


SPRINT 


Jinxed 


Continual rain did its best to ruin last Sun. 
day's Nuneaton MC sprint at  Curborough, 
ear Lichfield, and the club would be justified 
In thinking there is a jinx on this particular 
event in their calendar for this was the third 
year in succession that the weather has 
spoit the day. So atrocious were the condi 
tlons that such people as David Render, Rob 
Turnbull, the Ravenscrofts and Bob Rose never 
took part in the event and a fair percentage 
of the rest of the full entry of 90 cars did 
‘only the one run and then called it a day. 

‘Two drivers tied for BTD In a time of 
43.45 but on aggregate of the two runs the 
main award went (o Stuart Lewis in his 
Elan +2 who was only half a second slower 
fon his other run while the joint top dog 
who took the Best Nuneaton award was Cyril 
Baxter in his Marcos who was a second 
slower on his other run, 

‘The road going car class was won by Nick 

imp who did 50.9 § to ease 

by a mere one 

tenth of a second. A second run of 45.0 5 

gave Neil Johnson the mod saloons to one 

litre class ‘in his Mini from Peter Holland 

‘on 46.3 3 and the up to 1600 cc class went 

to Tom Wood who took his Mini round in 

442 8 to leave John Colley (Mini) In second 
by 1s. 

Henry Henderson and Pat Bradley braved 
the conditions with thelr Jag engined Morris 
to do 49.0 s and 51.3 s respectively in the 
ig capacity class while the best of the road 
going sports cars was the Europa of Roy 
Jevons who did 46.9 s which was more than 
14 8 up on G. Tipton's E-Type. Des Richard. 
son squelched round in 46.8 » to take the 
mod sports up to 1300 cc and this was an 
appreciable margin quicker than Mike Overton 
dare go in his Marcos to. win the over 
1300 ce in 51.7 from Mike Trye's Elan. 
The daring Will Cole took his modified E 
Type round in 47.4 to collect the aver 2-litre 
class. 

Best of 13 entries in the up to 1300 sports 
racing class was Tony Southall in his Mallock 


U2 who very creditable 44.3 s to beat 
Mike Green's Lotus 23B by more than a 
second and this pait were ahead of the 


Digger capacity placemen Roger Williams and 
Martin Wyatt who did 45.62 and 45.9 s in 
their U2 machinery. The Lola T 100 of Richard 
Lester was one of the few single seaters to 
bother to go at all and his time of 45.0 5 
gave him first in the up to 1600 cc class 
from John Toulmin in his Felix Ford. Last 
class winner was John Buck in his Terrapin 


AUTOCROSS 


Lead shared 


‘Three drivers are sharing the lead in this 
year’s North East Discount Tyres Autocross 
Championship following last Sunday's dry and 
dusty’ second round which was run by the 
Ryton MC at Wickham, near Gateshead. Derek 
Snowdon, John Lindores and Dominic Buckley 
all won thelr classes for the second time and 
Share the lead Jn the series which has another 
Seven events to be run. 

BTD went to the conerete lorry driver from 
Newcastle, Trevor Olds. In his 1275 Cooper 
he beat a field of 44 with a best run of 
I'm 50.8% over three laps of a 675 yards 
course and he had to be on top form to hold 
off a challenge from two drivers who were 
both only 0.6'5 behind him. First of these and 
winner of the up to I-litre class for Minis, 
ec, was Geo Manners in his 999cc Mini 
and he easily beat the rest of a large class. 
Alistair Keegan (Mini) was second on 1m 
57.08 while John Thomson weighed in third 
in his Cooper in 2m 2.6 s 

‘The other class with 12 starters was the 
over 1300 front-engined rwd class where 
John Lindores was in his 1700 Anglia to win 
the class at the same time as Manners. He 
also had a very clear-cut class victory for 
Les Eagleton (Escort TC) was nearly 7s adrift 
while Vie Hart came third in his 1650 Escort 
in I'm 59.6%, Second of the double class 
winners from the two rounds was Derek Snow. 
Gon in his Anglia who had no trouble in 
winning the up to 1300 cc front-engined rwd 

jass in 2m 2.08 with Peter Longhorn in his 
Ford Special returning 2m 10.0 s. 

Dominic Buckley, Iast of the double class 
winners, also had an easy time in the rally 
and road-going car class. He clocked a best 
of Lm 53.45 in his Escort TC and was over 
7s up on R. Phillipson (Cortina TC) with 
John Longstaffe third In a Mint. The event was 
run in a minor heatwave and the course be. 
came so dusty that after the first run in 
airs, cars had to be started singly. 


V8 who did 473 s and must have frightened 
himself an awful lot in the process, 


Reifel 


A Pitre engine spelt_a change of luck for John Taylor in Holland. At Valkensward, the 
Haynes Escort came third behind Jan de Rooy (Daf)- and Dutch championship leader Dick 
Taylor now has to pick up three points to win the championship. 


August Fixture List of 


Restricted Events 


”) 


york, 11, am 


Giting: 


Swatlowdale Lane, 


Big K."" Warehouse 


us Common. 11, am 


We tba, 10.30 
Rallies 
‘August 10/11 

fon “Motor Sport Club, Ripon. 8 pm 


August 27/38 
‘Bhat ME (Carrington), 10 pm, 


wood ‘ang Ostet MC, "Sandacre, 8 am 
Neweustie and District MC. 78/464 728,10 pr 
‘August 24/25 


Autocro 
August 1 
Rineridge Wells Motor Club, Keylands 
gock Weed. 2 pm 


Exeter MC. ivington Farm, tbe 


August 
Pouthase MC, Stocks Farm. 2 pm 


Koa Apprentice 
fon 2 pm 


2, 4.20 pm 
suthampton) 


usin 

Ruguet 41 
‘Averdeen 
2 pm 


Club, Woodvale, 2 pm. 


August 17 
te"Owners® Club, Greenham Common, 2 pm 


August 18 
“MGEc{Midiands), Curborough, 2 em 
August 24 

A incoin MC and CC, Cadwell Pa 


Ain brag 
Sam. 8 
August 31 

jeiah Counties 


2 pm 


Jing and HRA, Sante Pod, 


ce, 


jowy, 2 om 


Andy Thwaite resigns 
as Secretary of 
the BT&RDA 


Andy Thwaite, secretary of the BT&RDA Auto- 
cross Committee for the past six years, has 
resigned the post “‘to allow new blood’ into 
the post.” During his term of office Andy has 
seen the BT&RDA Autocross Championship 
blossom to the major national championship 
and this year a record 270 entrants have been 
registered. The post will become vacant from 
the end of August, 
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NEW CAR GUIDE 


MERCEDES-BENZ 
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Ac copra 


FORD CAPRI 3-LITRE VITA 6 1977 


AMERICAN CARS | 


MORGAN 


Lotus 


TORNADO 


For further information on inserting 


advertisements on these pages 


Ring: 01-636 3600 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 59-62 ~ Racing and Competition Cars 63-67 + Autosport Market Place 67-71 


ON THE BORDERS OF 


SGT pucks AND BERKS 


GINETTA 


SCIMITAR 


Lamm 


Few Elite’ Demonstrator 


“WEEKDAYS. caMm 72M 
SUNDAYS -10AM:4PM 


“OPEN 
SLOAN MARSHALL 


smg GARAGES 


PORTSCAR specialists 


56-58 Barnes High Siruot, SW13 
Sales : 01-876 9245 
Works : 01-876 9171 


Unbeatable cors 
from an 
unbeatable dealer. 


We specialise in BMW 


New cars svaiiable. 1602: 2002 
"iu! “Go0d Auto, 825 
Bosch anatyser and’ programs 
fool injection. 


BMW -trained stafl. Blue Ribbon spares stockists 

and Ferrari performance cars, 
A garage for enthusiasts run by enthusiasts. 
Demon: 


‘ous W892. Na 


"2002 cabrio, 
SOSA. 3.0681 
Yor slectronic tuning and 


1973 520 (with 


2002 Stindard 


3p, EMBLEM SPORTS CARS (UK) LTD. 
MPERNE GARAGE 


JENSEN 
BEALEY 


aha. se 


furry 


East Horsleya114 


1972 PONTIAC 
TRANSAM 


A real eye catcher. My white and blue 
7} litre Transam. Auto, power steering, 


radio/stereo. immaculate __ condition 
‘throughout. L reg, 1973. 
£2450 


Geoff Robinson. ‘Tel: 01-888 5165 
Would take Porsche, Mercedes or BMW 
in part exchange. 


N STREET LTD. 


EN DRAYTON GARD! 
cHELssA. swio 


ency Elie.” O 
sure. Contsel = denn Weed 
MAIN" DEALERS. 


LONDON ROAD MOTORS 


OF PETERBOROUGH 


OFFER 


1970 Jensen Interceptor Mk Il. Metallic 
blue with black trim, Fitted Voxon 


stereo and all the usual Jensen refine 
ments. Exceptional value at 845 


1973 Datsun 240Z. Fixed head sports 
‘coupé, Metallic blue. Only 1 owner. 
Today's new price over £3000. Now 
exceptional value at £1795 
ALAN DOUBLE 
Tel: Peterborough (0733 67177) 
After hours Stamford 782516. 


THOMAS MOTORS LTD. 
BLACKPOOL 
Tel: 63337 


Contact 


Caterham Cars (London) 
1970 TVR Vixen $2. Finished in Bahama 
yellow with black interior. Fitted sun 
Shine roof, alloy wheels and 8-track 

£945 


1969 Marcos 3-litre. Fitted sun roof, over- 
drive, alloy wheels £1195 


Tel: 01-794 9659 


ca 
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DON'T BE OFF THE ROAD WITH AN 


GET YOUR SPARES & TYRES FROM 


)) 1D. B. MOTOIRS 


Tel: 0533 &4H3 Of Leicester 


‘ne catormacce soarm, tog, Soretam tront fonder and reer smears of a 


G.S. LOTUS CENTRE 


Two Mile Hill Road, 
Kingswood, Bristol 


TRIUMPH GT6 MARK 3 
OVERDRIVE APRIL 1973 


Sor more, Compaen, 
jAW 175 ‘CO e 


" woitrace 
Early delivery of all models with demon- 
stration cars always available. The largest 
exclusive Lotus dealers in the country. 


Tel: Bristol (0272) 679466. 


‘phone MeN: atom 

30 pm 01-668 3071 

VIEWING OF THIS INDIVIDUALLY CUSTOMISED 
GRAND TOURER BY APPOINTMENT ONCY 


PORSCHE 911E TARGA 2.4 


June, 1973. 13,500 miles. Black coachwork 
with fitted Recaro seats, rear screen wiper 
and Bluespot radio. 

1250 


AUTOFARM PORSCHE CENTRE 
65 HIGH STREET. IVER, BUCKS ‘TEL: CEDARWOOD (07538) 2170 


ALITY AUTOMOBILE 
JONSULTANTS: 

bn i NEAR COVENTRY 
TELEPHONE " WOLSTON 2285) 
Binge tn enoice OF 


F@PPAPFT | oo oistrisutors FOR WARWICKSHIRE Tel: Wolston 2285/6 


FORD MUSTANG 


1972, model. fited 351, VB engine. Konis, ait round 


for quick sale 
‘Malvern, Worcs 


* Racing and Competition Cars 63-67 - 


Why not sell 

your sports car 
on this page. BROADSPEED BULLIT 
Tel: AUTOSPORT aie rt "Eistonid oa Re 
01-636 3600 Tol : Daytime 061-221 1243 oF evenings 


Autosport Market Place 67-71 


IDEAL GROUP 1 WINNER—£1,050 


1973 Mazda RX3 Coupe. White, black 
interior, one owner. 7,000 miles. Radio/ 
stereo set-up. 


280 BANBURY ROAD, 
OXFORD 


August ‘73 (M) BMW 2002 Ti. Malaga, 
‘cloth trim. Radio, sports steering wheel, 
headrest. 11,000' mites £2160 

August 73 BMW 3-LITRE. Automatic. 
Riviera blue, cloth trim. Sunroof £3375 

November 73 BMW 3-LITRE Si. Chamonix, 
blue cloth trim, Tinted windows. 
16,000 miles £3850 

"11 BMW 2500. Groen, tan trim. Bluespot 

‘mudflaps, wing mirrors, 18, 
mil a 

June '73 BMW 2500. Chamonix, blue cloth 

‘trim, Sun roof £2875 


* BUY OF THE WEEK * 

BMW _ 2002. Chamonix, blue 
cloth trim, headrests, N regis- 
tered. 200 miles £2200 


TEL: OXFORD (0865) 511462 


QUALIT KFAST 


East Kilbride 61822 
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HOOLEY’S 
GARAGE LTD 


DERBY ROAD 
NOTTINGHAM 
FORD RALLYE 


SPORT DEALER 


MEXICOS—RS2000s 
RS3100s—RS1600s 


All models available for immediate 
delivery. Large range of colours including 
black. Bost part exchange prices, espect: 
ally on late model used Mexicos and 
RS 2000s 


* 18 TC MARINA “N” 
REGISTERED. 250 MILES 
APPROX. WOULD COST 
NEW NEARLY £1700— 

BARGAIN AT £1500 


* 


Telephone and chat with 


JEFF LEADLEY ON 
NOTTINGHAM (0602) 46111 


LONDON SPORTS CAR CENTRE 


England's Largest Lotus & MG Specialist 


HIGH STREET, EDGWARE 


Tol : 01-952 6171 
Open 9.30 am. to 7 p.m. 


GERRY MARSHALL 


Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-5 Hendon Way NW4 


HC. 6000 miles. 1 owner. L 


£25 320/5. aas 


lass, HAW, i speci 


25 320, Sundym glass. Patacnig 
stores. Low mie ies 


1871 Lotus, 7 Series IV. 1600 GT. Primrose, 1 
wr Tgtee 7 Serign IV. 1000 OT. ee. 4 oweer 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 


TVR GINETTA 


cae N 

1% 8, GEDER AUTOMOBILES LTD. 
\, 247-251 London 
Nan 


Tol; Sheffield 53226 
GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS) 


BOLDER 
@O@E 


Lotus 
mediate 
delivery and export. Please telephone tor 
details, 
NEW CARS AND EXPORT SALES 
(01-692 4607 and 01-639 3204 


USED CARS AND HEAD OFFICE 


01-639 3204/5/6 


PIPER PHASE TWO 


Finished in Fiat yellow with black trim, This reall 
practical 
Piper engineer and contains many refinements never 
incorporated on production cars. One of the best Pipers 


“exotic” car has been built and owned by a 


je. Part exchange considered. £1,878, 
Tel: Falfield (Glos.) 8325 
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ADLARDS 
CROWN 
RACING 


offer for sale:- 


LOLA T330 + 9 SPARE WHEELS 


Several spare gear ratios, roll bars, springs and wings. 


SPARE JONES-EISART ENGINE 


JUST REBUILT 
All at the give away price of £9,500 ovno 


(Clean young road cars considered in part exchange) 


Tel: day 01-274 6750, 01-628 8901 
Evenings Byfleet 47311 
Weekends Flimwell 437 


LOW COST RACING LTD. 


Several customers have approached us recently to find them 
@ cheap car for Formula Four. We have recently acquired a 
near immaculate Lotus 31 which is equipped with a 1000 cc 
MAE motor and is ready to race immediately. We can offer 
the complete car for £750. 
In addition to this we have been advised by the owner of the 
Ecosse Imp F4 car to drop the price complete with wets from 
£695 to £575 for an immediate sale. 
LOW COST RACING, 
Wrecclesham Road, Famham 
Tet: (02513) 6666 


RALLY CAR 


RS 1600 built 1974. Fully strengthened big wing shell Full 
works roll cage. Balanced braking, BS1i pads “plus VG 
95s, high ratio rack, World Cup cross member, Bilsteins all 
round. Turreted race bar. full harnesses, 5 kilo fire 
extinguisher. Halda twin, all lines inside, dry sump, Dave 
‘Smith engine, full works’ exhaust, full Cibie lighting, tinted 
front and rear screens, sump guard, 4.1 limited slip differen- 
tial. Revolution wheels plus two brand new spares, fitted 
Dunlop M and S type 2. No scrapes or dents. 

£1,650 or very near offer. 
1 Phone 01-647 1984, 9 


MARCH 733 


Less Novamotor engine. 10 wheels, no tyres. 10 gear ratios, 
‘16. Guitable for 2 litre Hoibay. E1700 ono. | 

Jill Simon Racing, Seagrave Garage, Seagrave Road, Fulham. 

Tel: 01-385 6248 day 


McLAREN M10B F5000 


Ready to race or hill climb. 5 litre Chevy 
engine on Webers, DG 300 gearbox. Just 
overhauled. 13in fronts. Slicks and wets. 
Spares. New four-wheel trailer. 
Part ex. road or racing car. 
Tel: 0224 24170 
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FOR SALE OR HIRE 


GRD 273, ex-Kazato. Currently converted to 
Atlantic spec. Choice of Richardson or 
Nicholson BDA. Fully aeroquipped, oil and 
brake lines. F2 vented discs with 4 pot 
calipers, Koni shock absorbers, full width 
nose, 2 sets wheels, etc. This car is fully 
competitive to this | specification as ably 
demonstrated by Richard Morgan at the GP 
meeting. March 73B currently being updated 
to latest specs. Both cars available for sale 
or rent very shortly. Fully equipped 
Also available to Libre or Hillclimb specs and 
fitted with rebuilt 2 litre BDG. Full details 
of hire deal or equally competitive sale price 
available on request. 

1969 BMC 550 FG diesel transporter. Con- 
verted to carry almost any racing car. Fitted 
winch, ramps, etc. Taxed, tested and plated 
at under 3 tons. Just serviced and in excellent 
condition £4 

LG 600 gearbox. Virtually unused, carried as 
IEE pas ncpusnces £295 


CLUBMANS 


HIRE PURCHASE FACILITIES AVAILABLE ON ALL GOODS OFFERED. 
PART EX AND OFFERS WILL BE CONSIDERED. 
RACING AND ROAD CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH. 


NOTTINGHAM 294060 


— 


Several McLaren type 15in wheels. 1 March 
type MRE 14in x 13in rear. 
Mk 9 Hewland box. Inboard brakes ... £225 
FT 200 box. Inboard brakes £425 
Various F2/3 March spares including wheels, 
springs, aerofoils, etc. 
F5000 Weber carbs on Mackay manifold. 
In excellent condition 
We are now in a position to undertake race 
Preparation and fabrication work with our 
facilities now available. Contact Colin Bennet 
or Neil Fletcher for details. 
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A. W. BROWN RACING 


UNDERWRITERS TO THE MOTOR TRADE OF 
QUALITY ROAD AND RACING CARS 


Full race Porsche Carrera, professionally built by Kramer of Germany. This magnificent 
car has spares too numerous to mention. Cost in 1973 approx £24,000. £13,500. 


CHEVRON 


B23 with new 2 litre Allan Smith engine. Unused spare wheels and tyres. Free of accident 
history. Really beautiful car. £4,250. 


MUSTANG 


Full race Mustang. Karkraft of America. CanAm brakes, adjustable shockers, spare engine, 
diffs, head, bonnet, boot to name just a few of the vast amount of spares. This machine 
is an absolute sacrifice at £2,995. 


Won't somebody realise that our rebuilt and brake tested 8.1 litre Chevrolet CanAm 
engine is the ultimate lump to drop into a chassis and blow off all the opposition ? With 
a new price tag of £6,000 we will accept any offer over £2,000. 


We always have in stock a selection of quality road cars : Rolls, Ferrari, ISO, Lamborghini, 
Mercedes. We are open to any propositions on our racing cars and as usual we will take 
anything that does not eat in part exchange. 


PHONE 01-902 9313 
PHONE 01-902 6872 
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EX TAYLOR/SCHECKTER 


F5000 TROJAN 101 


Winner L & M Series 1973 
Complete and ready to race. Spare wheels, Smith engine. 
Suitable F5000, Hill Climbs, Sprints or Formule Libre racing. 
SURE WINNER FOR 
£5250 
TEL: DERBY 48974 


FORMULA VEE 


Ex Lomax Formula Vee 
Monocoque construction 


Everything except engine 


In immaculate condition, completely repainted 
£225 ono 
Tel: Northampton 26378, after 6 pm 


MARCH 73B ATLANTIC 


Contact JAS PATTERSON, 
63 North Str 
Ciapham, Swe 
Tel: 01-720 3101 


WEISBERG RACING TEAM 


Driver: Helmut Kelleners 


R.D.H. RACING 
2 ASHBROOK ROAD, BOLLINGTON, CHESHIRE 


Tel: 0625 74022 


AFTER LAST WEEK'S SUCCESSFUL AD, ALL THAT 
REMAINS. 

The Wessex Racing 1500 cc Mini complete and 

as 


BT 42/2 


John Watson’s BT 42 is for sale complete 
with all the 42 spares we have available (less 
engine and box) 


Enquiries to 


01-340 0929 


Monday, August 5, onwards. 


Due to an acute shortage of funds 


DOUG BASSETT OFFERS HIS FRONT 
RADIATORED MARK 23 ALEXIS 


Rolling chassis plus Mk 9 Hewland box. Many spares 
as listed last week 


Sensible offers only. 
Tel: Nottingham 42473 


FORMULA 1 McLAREN M14 


Rolling chassis, complete with spare wheels, wishbones, etc. 
£1500 ono. Part exchange road car 


MERCURY SPORTS RACER 


Boling chassis, ex Alan Fowler. 3 lap records, with spares. 
£1250 ono. Part exchange road car. 


D & A SHELLS, 


247 High Street, Stratford, London, E15 
Tel: 01-534 6960 
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SURTEES T.S.8 


Suitable, F5000, Libre, Hillelimbs, D.G. 300 gearbox. RES. 
engine, rebuilt ‘one race ago. Spare wheels and tyres, slicks 
and wets. Deformable structure. Spare gear ratios, etc. Fitted 
TSAI suspension. Numerous spares. 
£3,000 ono 
‘Transporter Ford coach 
COLIN ANDREWS 
Tet: Banbury 50584 day 
Banbury 52464 eve 
Road car or any other taken in part exchange 


A. G. DEAN 
(RACING) LTD. 


BRIDGE GARAGE, 
METHLEY ROAD, 
CASTLEFORD, YORKS 


Tel: 09775 2828/9 


FOR SALE OR HIRE 
FORMULA 5000 TROJAN 101 


6 races only. Immaculate condition. Will sell 
complete with engine or will split. Many spares, 
etc. and proper transporter. 


Anything taken in part exchange. 
For further details phone: 
01-568 3259 day, 

01-997 3641 evening. 


Two Formula 5000 Chevrons with new 
Morand fuel injected engines fitted. Either 
car or both for sale or hire. 


If you are a rally specialist or 


New BDG alloy block 2-litre engine on 48 
DCOE, 2 carbs. Absolutely brand new and 
unused £1695. 


have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 


One set of 8in and 10in Brabham wheels 
£100. 
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WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
2300/2 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON NW2 2HP. EXPORT SERVICES 


BALANCING 


ENGINES 


CARBURETTERS 
a 


V.W. DERRINGTON LTO 


FOR ALL 


WEBER CARBURETTERS 


unto, aiSStES, AMO SPA 
‘6 "Rings and Carburstter Unita 
169-161 London Road. Kingston 6621/2. 
Serv 


E00. Fei“ oaare’ Gaia ta 
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SMITH 1930 FVC 


Unused since major rebuild at Smiths. New pistons. 
etc. First-class engine. Available immediately. £1500. 
Also Cosworth 1800 FVC Crankshaft. As new. £75. 


FLETCHER, GLENSIDE, ALVA, CLACKS. 
TEL: ALVA 60441 


FORMERLY J. A. PEARCE 


MAGNA 
WHEELS 


ALLOY, ROAD, RACING 


for any car 


Large stocks of new and 
second-hand racing tyres 


SPECIAL OFFER 5 x 13 alloy 
£11 each inc VAT and Carriage 


Maidenhead 23981 


FOR SALE 


1 BDG 2 litre, 


1 Racing Services 2 litre, 
1 BMW 2iitre 
TEL: LEICESTER 881543 


MRE (Racing Services) Ltd. 
Reg Ortice 
1 Station Road, Bourne End, Buckinghamshire 
Tek: Bourne End 22802 and 24484 


CARS 
MRE FF. As pew. Less engine with new. Mk 9. £1,650, 
Brabham BY38 fitied 170 bhp Holbay TC, PT200, Full width nose, 
f wets. Immaculate. €2, . 
ENGINES 
BMW 2 litre. Choice of 2. Suit sports car. Both currently rebuilt 
by ‘works, £3,500 each or £6,300 the pair, P/Ex. considered on 
these. 
lloy 2 litre Racing Services engine. Choice of 2, Rebuilt by 
21,400 each or €2,200 the pair. 
BDA Atlanile latest spec. Richardson engine, Complete £1,150 ono. 
F.3 1930 ce T/C. Brand new. Fuel inj 1507 bhp £1,100. 
F3_1930 ce T/C. Fuel inj, Racing Services built, One practice 
Session and one race only. £95 
GENERAL SPARES 
F3_T/C head complete, cam valves etc. £86; std Lotus T/C head 
‘260; T/C cam cover, £10; set Cosworth steel T/C, rods, 
£45:'T/C' std jackshaft, €3; 1 pr T/C front covers fited rey drive 
Water pump, £20; 1 inlet cam LI T/C, 10; T/¢ steel flywheel, 
Eis; complete fuel inj kit T/C or Chibmans, £100; steel ‘crank 
1600 ce Clubman, £90; 1600 ce. Clubman cyl head complete with 
twin D/D carbs £100; RSF Holbay cam €12; AS cam as new £23; 
Str FVA rods £60: As new BDA hitting Lucas metering unit £50; 
BDA crank new 125;"New Warner electric {uel pump sult VB 
Spr new. Tecno rear uprights ‘unmach! ITeeno 
F/opright machined £40; 1 BTS0 front upr 3 
Gizzy “E10; single plate B & B racing clutch 
garrier and ‘cam £45; Cosworth. $\ po 
Rowland 5 point oll pum 
Lpr March 33 top {wish 
bone £24; 4 March 733 radius rods with rod + 
i Biter €3; 1 T/C 4:1 up and over exhaust 
fear wing 25; 1 pr Lotus 60 F2 dy shafts €20; 1 Escort dry sump 
new E15: new lipseal dry sump £12; Brabham monocoque as new 
£200. 1 alloy flywheel Complete with clutch assembly Clubman 
TE £40. 


WHEELS & TYRES 


Firestone wets suit 10in, 12in £40; 1. set Dunlop wets suit 10in, 
(0; 1 set B24 slick sult 10in, 12in €40; 1 pr B33 slick £20; 
4 11.3 x 22 x 13 £10. 
Stockists of: Varley batteries; Willan belts; Smiths instruments; 
‘Cosworth: Hewland spares; Lucas equipment; car covers; 
Hylomar; MRE components. 


PETER BLOORE RACING 


STATION ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE. 
WALLINGFORD. TEL : (04913) 3142 


PUAUHALUTOAUONOUEMUNATeNAoonOueedooeoueaceedoeeneenceevoeesceencucossoesncesceegnceneengcegnennnen 
Sell your spares 
and accessories in 


AUTOSPORT Market Place 


Tel: 01-636 3600 


STUTIIEUIE CLL OL LOL LL CL 
88 


LEN STREET LTD. 


REQUIRE A 


STOREMAN 


LOTUS EXPERIENCE PREFERRED. 
£40 PER WEEK PLUS BONUS. 


Tel: ALAN OLIVER 
01-370 4114 
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1973 Clan Crusader GT Car. Chassis no 004. Built as 
a full rally car for Andy Dawson, campaigned success- 
fully by Donald Heggie, fitted with fully race 998cc 
engine, 4-speed Jack Knight straight cut box, etc. 
Make ‘superb modsports. £1275. 

1964 Lotus Seven Series II Clubman Car. Green. Ex 
Walton/Guy Woodward, Fitted with recent rebuilt 
1500cc push-rod motor and ready to race. Make 
ideal beginners hillclimb and sprint car. £695. 

1968 Titan Formula 3/Atlantic Rolling Chassis, com- 
plete requiring assembly. Unused since re-stoving and 
re-jigging by Arch Engineering. Immaculate. Ideal 
Monoposto, Formula 4, hillclimb car: £450. 

1974 Vegantune/GP Racing 2-litre Formula 3 1810cc 
Approx 153 bhp (test sheets available. Unused since 
modified. £1095. 

1972 Vegantune Formula 3 engine. All steel, complete 
with carbs and clutch, etc. 1 race since rebuilt, ripe 
for updating. £495. 

1969 Lotus Elan +2 engine (complete with clutch, 
carb), gearbox, chassis, and four corners. £235. 

HP arranged, any road or racing car taken in part 
exchange against the above. 


Apply 
Spencer Elton, Highfield, Leigh Road, Westbury, Wilts. 
Tol: Westbury 2262/3—busi Westbury 2682—home 


PROPERTY OPPORTUNITY 


Workshop — Office — House 


Attractive stone buildings situated in pleasant 
Cotswold village. 


Handy for Silverstone, Castle Combe. 
£26,000 
Tel: Northleach 323 


PENETRATING OIL Releases seized 
‘threads and melts away rust, with 
‘mands 1000°F 

RUST SHIELD Protects all exposed 
mmatal surfaces against corrosion. 

Will not damage instruments. 


SAE for tree leaflet. SPEREX decal 6p 


§PEREX SALES Metro House, 
‘Second Way, Wembley, Midd: 
Tel. 07-903 5255 


NEW UNUSED 2 LITRE 
NEIL BROWN TWIN CAM, 


FORMULA 3 ENGINE 


Built to very high specs and power output. Test sheet 
available. No reasonable offer refused 


Goodwin Racing, 46a Watergate, Grantham, Lincs. 
Tel: (0476) 4793 day, 3116 evening 
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ROLLING ROAD 
Equipped with the latest Crypton anad Sun Tester equipment, 


oor economy 
‘Ring tor further details, quoies, 


DYNAMOMETER TEST CELL 
For optimum performance on competition units, this, service 
sity. We can undertake to run-in your enging On the 
id then catty Out development work, rejetting, tc, 
ving at the maximum power output. Suitable, for 
;ngines up to 300 bhp. Further details and rates on reqiest 


MACHINING SERVICES 
Our modern machine shop can undertake all types of machining 
required in_the preparation of road or competition engines, 
BALANCING (same day service available by pror appointment) 
CYLINDER BORING CYLINDER SLEEVING 
CYLINDER OVERBORING 
LINE BORING. CRANKSHAFT REGRINDING 
SURFACE GRINDING VALVE SEAT INSERTING 
VALVE GUIDE REPLACEMENT SHOT PEANING 
BEADBLASTING HELICOILING 
WELDING TUFTRIDING 
Ful details ‘given in our machining services catalogue (send 
44p stamp). 
ENGINE RECONDITIONING AND REBUILDING 
killed engine fitters are able to undertake reconditioning 
makes of engine, both standard and. competition 
2 given on request 


CARBURETTOR SPARES 
We can supply from stock an extremely wide range of parts 
and spares for SU, Weber and Dol 


turn of post 


COMPETITION ENGINE PARTS 
Large stocks of camshafts, exhaust monifolds, cylinder heads 
steel bearing caps. valves, pistons, bearings, etc, etc, for 
BMC and Ford 


RACING OR RALLYING A BMC OR FORD CAR? 
Then you couldn't do better thon purchase an OSELLI Power 
Unit. Some examples 

RACE UNITS 

Form: 


Mini Migiis 
Mint Mi ne 
BMC 1000 ce Free Formula. Complete engine 
BMC 1000 ‘cc Free Formula, Hal 


gine 
Biueprinted balanced, ete, and 


1600 Ford 
1760 Ford 
1276 BMC. 
1300 BMC. 2 
3300 BMC. Full spec. Complete “engine 
All-units are brand new, fully blueprinted, balanced, etc. and 
Sssembled. Many other ‘rally unite ean be prepared including 
Twin Cam and BOA" Work’ con be undertaken on customer 
dinit'to reduce cost 
ROAD/RALLY UNITS 
OE 1000 988 cc Short engine 
E 1000 GT 998 ce. Modified engine kit 

1125 1100 c= Short engine 

128 GY 1100 cc Modhed engine kit 
‘All the sbove sre brand now units with tuftrided orenk, press 
{it conrods and fully balanced. Send @ 44p stamp for-our Spage 
Big Boro ily "you can give your 


OSELLI ENGINEERING LTD, 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STANTON HARCOURT ROAD, 


EYNSHAM, OXFORD. TEL: OXFORD 880522 
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HEWLAND 
GEARBOXES 


pene vera fen one spate 


YOUR NORTHERN AND MIDLANDS 


HEWLAND AGENTS 


Gearboxes, Spares and Repairs. 
For prompt and efficient service 
telephone: 0332 40606. 


Overseas orders weleomed and promptly 
executed. 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


MANCHESTER STREET, DERBY. 
A member of the Alan Smith Group. 


INSURANCE 


SPORTS CAR INSURANCE 


RACE AND TUITION 


RACEWEAR 


Why not 
sell 


through 


AUTOSPORT 


- MARKET 


PLACE 


Tel: 01-636 3600 
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ATLANTIC B.D.A. 


Completely rebuilt, including new rods, 


pistons, oil pumps, c/w carbs and manifold. 


Brake test run only. £1,150. 


Tel: Wormley 2270 


CLEARANCE OF MANUFACTURERS’ STOCK 


Novamotor and Vegantune F3 Engines, large stocks of Novamotor 
and Vegantune spares, new and used, Steel cranks, steel rods, 
‘twin cam heads, new BDA race and rally cams, carriers, 
‘alloy sumps, clutches, new and used Webers, Formula Ford 
spares, thousands of other parts all cheap to clear. 
March 733 Novamotor, immaculate. Spare nose, wets on wh 
ratios, wing, etc, £2,200 ono. 
G.R.D. 373 Vegantune, immaculate. Spare bodywork, 
‘upright, wishbones, etc, £1,800 ono. 
Newark 892685, 


wets on 


SAFETY GLASS 


TRAILERS 


SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 
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SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


TIMING EQUIPMENT 


FOR SALE 


WESLAKE 
FORD 
3 LITRE V6 
(BRITISH) 


immaculate condition, Fully rebuilt and complete 
eaver pump-Lucas fuel ‘injection. Alloy heads and 

steel rods and redrilled crankshaft—forged pistons—Alternator 

and twin plate racing clutch. 

V6 to 2F ge bellhousing and exhaust system. Estimated 

300 b.h.p. with 7,500 useable r.p.m. 

Engine available for any inspection. 


Price: £1,000 including spares, serious enquiries only. 
Tel: Alex Hawkridge, 0203 26505 (day), Daventry 71327 (night) 


STEERING WHEELS 


For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


“wer 71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 


Tet: 01-749 1391/2 


WHEELS & TYRES 


“ton to 3tons 


IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE YOUR COM- 
PANY’S PRODUCTS ON THIS 
PAGE 


please telephone 


01-636 3600 ex 152 


MERLYN 


COLCHESTER RACING DEVELOPMENTS LTD 


Tel: Great Bentley 307/535 
Cables : Merirace Colchester 


ARCH MOTOR 
& MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. 


REDWONGS WAY TRADING ESTATE 
HUNTINGDON, HUNTS 
Tel.: 0480 4502/51116 


Specialists in 
racing car chi 


construction of both monocoque and tubular 
in production quantities 


Compiler 
the motor and motor racing industries. 
‘enamelling. Chassis repair service. 


MAKERS OF BEAUTIFUL BODIES 


SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LTD. 


MANUFACTURERS, DESIGNERS AND 
STYLISTS IN GLASS REINFORCED PLASTIC 


gon arc and all types of welding 
‘and sheet metalwork. 


RAPID MONOCOQUE CHASSIS REPAIR SERVICE 


2/3 Thane Works, Thane Villas, London, N7 
Tel: 01-609 0384 


HEWLAND ENGINEERING LTD. 


All Howland gearboxes, Cortina limited slip_differontiats, 
Manufcturers ‘ot racing gearboxes Yor. the. motor racing 
industry. We can supply anything ‘rom © Formula Ford to. 8 
Group ¥ gearbox. Contact us at 
Boyn Valley Industrial Estate, 
¥” Boyn Valley Road, 
jonhead 


Borks 
Tet: Maidenhead 32033 (6 lines) 
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Write for illustrated leaflet to: 


(Z) wiley 


Corbeau Equipe Ltd. 


CORBEAU EQUIPE LTD., IVYHOUSE LANE, THE RIDGE, HASTINGS, SUSSEX TN35 4NN. Tel: 0424 435480 & 426360 


SPORTSTUNE (Accessories) Za) 


10 BRANDON TERRACE, 
EDINBURGH 


Tel: 031 556 3507 
We are also Scottish Distributors for: 


ALEYBARS, KONI, SPEREX, FIAMM, SPEEDWELL, 
BROWN & GEESON, CIBIE AND RESTALL 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


AUTOQUIP (4) 
112 Hagley Road West, 
Oldbury, Warley 
Worcs. 


Tel: 021 429 2951 


demontweeks kes) 


GATESHEATH SMITHY 
TATTENHALL, Nr CHESTER (off Main A41) 
Map Rof. 109 /474602 
Tel: (0829) 70429 After hours 


Open 7 days a week 9-5.30 p.m. Sundays 11 a.m, 


ALL CAR EQUIPE 


(Opposite Brands Hatch Main Gate) 


MAIN ROAD, W. KINGSDOWN 
SEVENOAKS, KENT 
Tel. W. KINGSDOWN (047-485) 2271/3258 


NOMEX, FPT Overalls always available 


JOHN BROWN WHEELS 


19 CANNON STREET 92 KINGSGATE ROAD 
‘BRISTO! LONDON, N.W.6 
BRISTOL 633710 (01-328 1214 
330 RADFORD ROAD SPEEDWAY MOD SERV STAT 
COVENTRY ANWICK CORNER, 
(0203) 28265 NR. SLEAFORD, 


1, LINCS 
RUSKINTON 832362 


ce & Rally Equipment 
Alloy Wheels 


Suppliers of R 
Spe 


PIT STOP ACCESSORIES Z) 
Od 


149 CROYDON ROAD. 9 CARLTON PARADE, 
BECKENHAM, KENT ORPINGTON, KENT 
Tel: 01-650-1941 Tel: 6624035 


We carry a vast range of Competition & Do-it-Yourself 
Accessories. All the Leading Brands. 


RIPSPEED (4) 


533 HERTFORD ROAD, 
ENFIELD WASH, 
MIDDLESEX 

Tel: 01-804 0425 L 


MOTOCARE (4) 
235 DEANSGATE, 
MANCHESTER, M3 4EN 
TEL: 061 832 8236 


Now 


g out your order. Pay by 


TON TYRES (4) 


43/50 QUARRY HILL, 67 CAMDEN ROAD, PARK LAAN 26 
TONBRIDGE, KENT TONBRIDGE WELLS, KENT HAARLEM, HOLLAND 
Tel: (07322) 63333 Telex: 95626 Tel: (0892) 20885 Tel: (023) 316181 Telex: 41605, 


IARCLAY /ACCESS /DINERS/AM EX 
Phone your details and Goods despatched (ASAP) Super discount including V.. 


Home and Abroad. 


Wake up the oil 
you've got in your sump now, 
with a top-up of 
Shell Super Multigrade. 


You can improve 
the protective power 
of the oil in your 
sump now by simply 
adding a pint or 
quart of Shell Super 
Multigrade. 


Get real engine protection- 
change to Shell Super Multigrade 


